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Message  from Mr s Barker, Headteacher  
 

elcome to the tenth edition of The Standish 

Standard this calendar year!  
 

 

 

 

 

 
Congratulations to our students who performed in the 
Dancesteps Letôs Dance 2026 show at the Blackburn Empire 
Theatre. The girls did themselves proud and you can read all 
about it on page 4. 

 
Well done to our Year 7 students from Shevington FC Blues 

U12s who have completed a stellar season, ending as 

Warrington Junior Football League Division 2 Champions! You 

can see the pictures of the victorious boys on page 5. 

 
In the world of karate, we have yet more champions in our midst with Adam, Castor, Jack (Year 7) 

and Aria (Year 9) all enjoying some phenomenal success recently. Turn to page 6 for all the details. 

 

In terms of rugby, thereôs almost too much success to mention! Youôll have to head to page 10 to 

enjoy Ellie and Willôs wonderful PE section to find out more! 

 

Away from sporting endeavours, we are celebrating our fabulous ambassadors for Standish, Sophie, 

Jayden, Maegan and Ellery in Year 10, who have been competing at Chemquiz. Page 8 has all the 

information about how they got on. 
 

 

Finally, as the weather improves and the temperatures rise, our PDP lessons this week have 

included water safety.  Can you please take time with your family to reiterate the importance of 

staying safe around water please? There is some very useful information on page 3. 
 

 

 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker 

Headteacher 
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Standish High Talent Shines on Stage  
 

Students from Standish 
Community High School 
recently had a moment in 
the spotlight in spectacular 
fashion, performing in the 
Dancesteps Letôs Dance 
2026 show at the 
Blackburn Empire Theatre 
on Saturday 6th June. 
 
The show featured an 
exciting range of themes, 
including Six the Musical, 
Wicked and The Great 
Gatsby, alongside an 
impressive variety of 
dance styles such as 
ballet, acro, tap, jazz, 
musical theatre, hip hop, 
and ballroom. The 
performances highlighted 
not only the dancersô 
versatility but also their 
passion and dedication. 
We are incredibly proud of 
our talented students who 
took part: 

Pearl L, Natalie K, Farrah A (Year 7), Tia B, Lucy W, Molly R (Year 8), Martha H (Year 9), Isabelle 
H (Year 10), Isabella R, Hanna R (Year 11) and former student Emily. 
 
Dancesteps, led by Miss Kerry and based locally in Standish, has played a key role in nurturing 
these dancers. Many of the performers have been dancing since the age of three and their 
commitment is clear to see. Theyôve formed a close-knit group who support one another both on 
and off the stage, creating a strong sense of teamwork and friendship. 
 
Their success in the show is a testament to years of hard work, determination and love of dance. 
These same qualities are reflected in their approach to school life, where they consistently 
demonstrate resilience, dedication and a drive to succeed. Well done to all involved.  Your 
achievements make us incredibly proud and we look forward to seeing what you accomplish next! 
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Congratulations  to our Year 7 Football Champions!  

Congratulations to Year 7 pupils Ed G, Alfie H, Ollie H, Fin E and Will C, who are members 

of Shevington FC Blues U12s. The team enjoyed an outstanding season, winning fifteen matches, 

drawing four and losing just one game! Their final fixture of the season was against Rainhill United 

Roma, and they went into it knowing that a victory would secure the Division 2 title. 

In a fantastic team performance, Shevington Blues won 8ï1, with Ollie, Alfie and Will all getting on 

the scoresheet! Last weekend, the team collected the trophy for winning the Warrington Junior 

Football League Division 2 championship. Congratulations to all the players on this excellent 

achievement. 

Players wanted  

Shevington Blues are looking to strengthen their squad ahead of their move into Division 1 of the 

Warrington Junior Football League next season. The club is seeking committed mid- to high-level 

players to join the team. 

¶ Training: Wednesday evenings 

¶ Matches: Saturdays 

 

For more information, please contact Marc on 07725 593831. 

Well done, boys, and best of luck for next season!  

tel:07725%20593831
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Karate Success for Our Students  
 
Huge congratulations to Adam B and Castor A (Year 7), who competed in the WUKF Scottish Open 
Karate Championships on Saturday 6th June. This was a high-level event featuring competitors 
from Italy, Croatia and across the home nations. Castor and Adam competed in the team kata in an 
age category above their own. Their performance was outstanding and earned them a well-deserved 
bronze medal. Well done to both! 
 
The boys also performed a paired kata in the same higher age category, delivering another strong 
and confident performance. After a short rest, Castor went on to compete in his individual kata, 
where he won gold in his category (4th Kyu, 11ï12 years), an exceptional achievement that means 
he is now a Scottish champion! 
 
Close friend and club peer Jack W was unable to attend this competition; however, he and Adam 
are still celebrating recent success at the Kensho Competition in Newcastle, where they won gold 
for their paired kata. They also teamed up with another athlete from Club Sono/SEKA to win gold in 
the team kata. 
 
In addition, both Castor and his sister, Aria (Year 9), won gold medals in their individual kata events 
at the same Kensho competition. Aria also secured a bronze medal in the paired kata. 
 
All four students are training hard in the dojo as they prepare for the European Championships later 
this year. Adam and Jack are also working towards their Black Belt grading this summer. Well done 
to all four karatekas on these fantastic achievements!  We are very proud of you all! 
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Fab Lab  
This week at Fab Lab, Mrs Green challenged the students to create a density rainbow. They had to 
be precise and patient to be successful. After a couple of false starts every student managed to 
produce some kind of rainbow.  Fab Lab is every Monday in Lab 4- years 7-9 welcome.  
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Chemquiz 2026  
 

Congratulations to students Sophie, Jayden, Megan and Ellery who recently competed in the 
prestigious Chemquiz 2026 at MMU. This is a highly challenging quiz, testing not only their chemistry 
knowledge and lab skills, but also their teamwork. They worked excellently together as a team, rising 
to the challenge and having fun at the same time. Against some really tough competition, Standish 
came eighth out of thirty five schools in the lab challenge. And overall came seventeenth. Well done 
for being great ambassadors for Standish Community High School!  
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News from MFL  
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News from PE  
Ellie and William are back with their sports round-up of the week.  

Rugby News    
The rugby teams are having great success this year, with many teams reaching the semi-finals and 
finals of local and regional competitions. 
 
Firstly, at the Wigan Schools' Rugby Knockout Cup, we had Year 7 and 8 boys and Year 9 and 10 
girls qualify for the finals. Last week, the boys' final took place at Orrell St James Rugby Club. First 
up was Year 7, who confidently took control of their match and beat St John Fisher 34ï10 with some 
excellent team play. Player of the match was Oliver S. 
 
They now look ahead to the Northwest Plate semi-final this week to secure their place in the final, 
alongside Year 8 and Year 10, to be played on Thursday 25th June. There was some great kicking 
on display from Captain Ed G. 
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Next was the turn of the Year 8 boys, who followed with an impressive team performance, beating 
Byrchall High 40ï12. Jack G scored five tries, Player of the Match was Archie W, and there was 
some more great kicking on display from captain William D. 
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The Year 8 team were then playing again two days later in another big match in the semi-final of the 
Northwest Plate. Players of the Match were Segun and Kai H. 
 
Some great, strong runs by Segun, quick-thinking from Kai with a great try from the wing and kicking 
from William D contributed to another excellent team display, beating St Cuthbertôs 34ï4 to progress 
to the final, where they will face either Cowley High or Great Sankey on Thursday 25th June. 
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Wigan & Leigh Girls School Cup Final    
Date:  15th June  
Venue:  Robin Park  
 

 
The Year 9/10 girlsô rugby 
team represented Standish 
CHS superbly in the Wigan & 
Leigh Girls School Cup Final 
at Robin Park on 15th June.   
 
Facing very strong, well-
organised opposition, 
Bedford HS, the girls knew 
they would be in for a tough 
challenge. Despite 
eventually coming out on the 
losing side, the team 
showed tremendous 
character, resilience and 
determination throughout 
the match. 
 
From the first whistle to the 
last, the girls never gave up. 
They worked tirelessly in 
defence, making numerous 

tackles and putting their bodies on the line to slow down the oppositionôs attacks. Their commitment 
and teamwork were evident throughout the game, with every player contributing to a huge defensive 
effort. 
 
In attack, the team were often forced to work from deep inside their own half, making it difficult to 
build momentum. Despite this challenge, they continued to play positively, carrying the ball strongly 
and looking for opportunities to break through. They were unfortunate not to be rewarded for some 
of their hard work and endeavour with more points on the scoreboard. 
 
The coaches were extremely proud of the teamôs attitude, effort and sportsmanship throughout the 
final. The players demonstrated excellent determination and represented the school with great pride. 
 
Coachesô Players of the Match: Maisey M and Clarissa H 
Captainôs Player of the Match: Jasmine B 
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GCSE PE   
 

In preparation for their GCSE PE mock exams, Year 10 students have been taking part in a range 
of targeted intervention and revision activities. Last week, Mrs Duffyôs class participated in a heart 
and lung dissection lesson to support their understanding of the cardiovascular and respiratory 
systems. Working collaboratively in groups, students were actively involved in identifying and 
exploring the key structures of both systems. 
 

A special thank you goes to local butchers, McRobb, for providing the specimens used in the lesson. 
The students thoroughly enjoyed the hands-on experience and were able to apply and deepen their 
knowledge in a practical and engaging way. 
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WORLD CUP FEVER 2026  
 
Mr Barker has been hosting a World Cup competition for Year 10. Students have been selecting 
their own teams for a World Cup-themed league competition over the next few weeks. Under the 
careful guidance of their appointed management team and with some very enthusiastic supporters, 
the teams have played some excellent, competitive football. 
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Tom Palmer Reading in Football  
 
Go All In ï Inside the Studio was a live webinar about reading in sport and how sports people use 
reading in their daily lives to impact their game.  Watched by several Year 8 English classes across 
the school ï including Miss Fazackerleyôs class - the webinar focused on different sports 
personalities, their learning styles and what impact it had on them. 
 
First under the lens was Pep Guardiola, whose meticulous preparation goes far beyond the training 
pitch. Renowned for his analytical brilliance, Guardiola is said to pore over detailed tactical reports 
and statistical breakdowns of his opponents, using reading as a strategic tool to anticipate patterns 
and predict how matches are likely to unfold. His approach demonstrates how literacy can sharpen 
decision-making at the highest level of sport. 
 
The focus then shifted to Marcus Rashford, whose reading choices reflect a different, yet equally 
powerful, purpose. By immersing himself in biographies of athletes who have faced and overcome 
adversity, Rashford actively nurtures his own resilience. He champions this habit as a vital strategy 
for fellow footballers, encouraging them to strengthen their mental flexibility and develop the inner 
resolve required to thrive under pressure.  
 
Finally, former England goalkeeper David James - earning an impressive 53 caps during his 
international career - offered a refreshing perspective. For James, reading serves not only as 
preparation but also as sanctuary. Before stepping onto the pitch, he turned to Manga, particularly 
Blue Lock, using it as a way to clear his mind and regain focus. Furthermore, he highlighted how 
reading about other athletesô struggles with nerves helped him stay grounded, equipping him with 
the tools to overcome his own anxieties. 
 
James also passionately reinforced the broader value of reading. He emphasised how a rich and 
varied vocabulary, alongside the knowledge gained through reading, strengthens oracy skills - 
something he now finds invaluable in his role as a coach, where clear communication can define a 
teamôs success. Beyond sport, he noted that reading enhances conversational ability and fosters 
social confidence, helping individuals build meaningful connections with others. 
 
The session proved both inspiring and thought-provoking. Miss Fazackerleyôs class not only enjoyed 
the experience but also left with a deeper understanding of why reading matters. They discovered 
that it is far more than an academic skill: it is a powerful tool that drives growth, resilience and 
success, shaping the journeys of elite athletes, coaches and indeed anyone striving to improve their 
daily lives.  
 
Challenge yourself: what are you going to read next to improve vocabulary, knowledge and gain 
inspiration? Thanks to Ms Bennett from the LRC for sourcing the webinar. 

 
Marcus Rashfordôs autobiography and Manga books are available in the LRC should you wish to 
read them.  
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News from The Futures Team  
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Library Lowdown  
Fresh reads and library updates from our new Librarian Ms Bennett. 

 
Curious Minds: Brain -Boosting Picks  
Our non-fiction shelves are bursting with information, including these highlights from history, to 
football, to science and beyond! 

 
Concise, comprehensive and 
chronological!  
Covering thousands of years of events in 
one slim book, spanning multiple regions 
around the world, and organising vast 
histories into distinct eras. 
 
 
Do you dream of having a job in 
football?  
Whether itôs on the pitch or off it, 
you could find your way into 
football with handy tips and 
information about what the jobs 

involve and how to get into them. 
 
 
 
Discover everything the brain does!  
A funny, accessible and unique guide to everything the brain is and does, told through comic strip 
adventures and written by Professor Sanjay Manohar, leading expert in Neuroscience. 
 
 

 
Ever thought of being a crime fighter, 
penguin counter, or planet hunter?  
Discover the day-to-day work, the tools 
required, and what skills will make you 
successful in the world of science. 
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More to Explore: New Scientist Magazine  

Come and explore the range of New Scientist magazines 

we have in the library. From quantum physics to 

cutting-edge technology, from the inner workings of 

our mysterious minds to biology, climate change 

and much, much more. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Loved By Staff: Adult Reads  
 
Whether you love reading already or need motivation to get back into reading, staff at SCHS have 
been sending in book recommendations just for the parents and carers of our students! 
 

 
ñIt single-handedly inspired the current wave of backpackers 
travelling to Thailand in search of paradise, despite it being quite 
dark and full of suspense. It was adapted into a film starring 
Leonardo DiCaprio, but the film doesn't come close to the book!ò 
 

-- Mr Johnson (Mathematics)  
 

 

Perfect for readers who likeé 

¶ psychological tension 
¶ gritty tales of globe-trotting 
¶ utopian or dystopian societies 
¶ books that inspired films 
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Connect with your community  
 
 
 

SPOTLIGHT on a local library: 
Wigan Library  

 

 

 

When our doors here at SCHS are closed or our stock doesnôt have what youôre looking for, why 
not try out a local library? Here are just some of the facilities this weekôs library provides: 
 

 

Á Opening hours Mon-Fri, 10am to 4pm 
Á Part of Wigan Life Centre campus 
Á Wi-Fi 
Á 30 public computers 
Á Big childrenôs section 
Á Public living room 
Á Small play zone for Children 
Á Wigan Library Chess Club from 10.00am ï 1.00pm 
Á Wigan Library Lego Club from 10.00am ï 12.00pm 
 

Follow these links to find out more about Wigan Library: 
https://winstanleywhatson.co.uk/health-and-fitness/wigan-library-
borrowbox/  
 
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/libraries/wigan-library.aspx  
 

 

Free membership and free app with free access to e-books and audio! 

https://winstanleywhatson.co.uk/health-and-fitness/wigan-library-borrowbox/
https://winstanleywhatson.co.uk/health-and-fitness/wigan-library-borrowbox/
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/libraries/wigan-library.aspx
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SPOTLIGHT on a Little Library: 
Little Book Stop  

560 Wigan Road, Atherton 

 

 

Make your way down to Atherton, where you will 

find a Penguin Little Book Stop. It is a free 

community library with a ñBring one, take oneò 

ethos and is looked after by volunteer stewards. It 

is open to all, 24/7!  

 
Follow them on Facebook for more information 
and updates.  
 
ñThere is no requirement to return the book, but 
obviously people can once they have read one.ò  
 
ñWeôre just happy that people use the book stop.ò 
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Free School Meals & Pupil Premium Eligibility  

Check if youôre eligible for extra support 

Free School Meals (FSM) and Pupil Premium funding provide valuable support for children and help 

schools offer enhanced opportunities for all pupils. Many families are eligible but have not yet 

applied. 

 

What are the benefits?  

If your child qualifies, they may receive: 

¶ Free school meals 

¶ Support with trips and activities 

¶ Additional help in school to support learning 

 You help the school secure additional funding to improve opportunities for all pupils. 

Who can apply?  

You may be eligible if you receive benefits such as Universal Credit or other qualifying support. Itôs 

always worth checking. 

How to apply  

Applying is quick and confidential. You will need: 

¶ Parent/carer details 

¶ Childôs name and date of birth 

¶ National Insurance number 

  

Next steps  

¶ Please complete the eligibility check using this link Apply for free school meals | Instructions 

ï Wigan Council 

 

If you need any help or have questions, please contact the school office and weôd be happy 

to support you.  

https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750
https://forms.wigan.gov.uk/xfp/form/750
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Parent/carer Updates  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates  

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that itôs not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type ï Lupin ï Kiwi ï Shellfish  
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers  

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their childôs usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental -controls/smartphones -and-other -devices/apples -

family -sharing/  

 

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community  

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our 

school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off 

and pick up.  Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do 

not block pavements and driveways?  Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of 

your speed.  We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident. 

Many thanks for your support and consideration. 

 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about whatôs going on at Standish, 

why not follow our new Instagram account? Our handle is 

@standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If youôre more of a QR 

Code type of person, weôve got one of those too!  

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
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Uniform Plea  

Can you please donate any school uniform that your child has grown out of as we are particularly 

short of blue jumpers, white shirts, skirts and trousers.  We need spare uniform to help our young 

people start the day well and to sort any issues quickly that occur during the day.  We do not need 

any Year 11 jumpers at this moment in time.  Please ask your child to bring any donated uniform to 

student reception.  Items can also be left at our main reception. 

Many thanks! 
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Joyful June  

Letôs look for whatôs good. 
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Help and Support  

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0 -25yrs  

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds  

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation ï children support online  https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity)  www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers  

Papyrus supporting your child with self -harm and suicidal thoughts  

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am ï 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents  - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops ï www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/
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