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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to the eighth edition of The Standish 

Standard this calendar year!  

 

 

 

It’s a particularly busy time here at Standish as we enter the 

exam season in full swing. So far, our Year 11 students have 

been exemplary in their hard-work, positive attitudes and 

determination. Keep it up and it’ll be over before you know it! 

 

 

We have the amazing news of George, Year 7, and his latest 

rugby success on page 3 and we are also celebrating some star 

students both in MFL (page 6-7) and science (page 5).  

 

 

You can read lots of literary updates courtesy of our new librarian, Ms Bennett, that all start on page 

10 – in light of the National Year of Reading, there’s lots going on both in school and in the 

community so do please see what’s on offer. 

 

 

And finally, we have the hotly anticipated announcement of our next school musical. I’ll not spoil the 

surprise, but you can turn to page 8 to find out for yourself! 

 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Year 7’s George, Player of Steel! 

 

We are delighted to celebrate the outstanding 

achievements of Year 7 student George L, who 

has recently made an impressive mark in rugby 

league. 

Over the weekend, George represented his 

team, Chorley Panthers, at the prestigious 

Leeds Rhinos tournament. Competing against 

21 teams from across the country, the standard 

of play was exceptionally high but George rose 

to the challenge with remarkable skill and 

determination. 

Throughout the tournament, George 

demonstrated outstanding defensive ability, 

making several crucial try-saving tackles that 

helped his team stay competitive in tightly 

contested matches. His commitment, teamwork 

and resilience on the field did not go unnoticed. 

At the end-of-tournament presentation evening, 

attended by over 200 Under-12 players, George 

received the highly coveted “Player of Steel” 

award for the entire tournament: an incredible 

achievement and a testament to his hard work 

and dedication. 

George has been playing rugby league since the 

age of four and his passion for the sport 

continues to grow. With ambitions of one day 

playing for the Wigan Warriors, he is already 

showing the talent and determination needed to 

pursue his dream. 

We are incredibly proud of George’s effort, attitude and sportsmanship. He is a fantastic role model 

for others and a true credit to Standish Community High School and his team. 

Congratulations, George.  We look forward to seeing what you achieve next! 
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News from Science 

Fab Lab 

This week in Fab Lab we took to the sky! The students were challenged with building the best paper 

aeroplane. There were varying degrees of success, but the clear winner was Alexander C in Year 

7. 

Fab Lab is every Monday, 3.15-4.00pm, in Lab 4. All students are welcome. 

 

  

Science Spring Term Awards 

Congratulations to the following students, who have been selected by their science teachers. They 

have regularly demonstrated the Standish Way values during the spring term in science.  
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News from MFL 
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News from Performance 
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Library Lowdown 
Fresh reads and library updates from our new Librarian Ms Bennett. 
 

KS3 Recommended Read 
 

Felix hasn’t always lived in a van. In fact, there was a time when his 
life was happy, settled and secure. And, to be fair, living in the van 
over the summer had been fun. A bit of an adventure. 
 
Four months later, as winter begins in earnest, the novelty has most 
definitely worn off and Felix is beginning to realise that, although 
his mum is a great person, she may not be a great parent. But if he 
can get accepted as a contestant on Canada’s biggest quiz show, 
maybe he can be the one to turn their fortunes around? 
 
Felix’s story is hard to put down and, while it doesn’t shy away from 
the grim reality of "accidental" homelessness, this gritty, 
contemporary issue is tackled with sensitivity and gentle humour. 

 
 
 
 

KS4 Recommended Read 
 
Mizuki is worried about her grandfather. He is clearly troubled by 
something, something that is draining life and laughter from him. 
Gently Mizuki encourages him to reveal a secret that he has kept to 
himself for many years, of a promise that he made and was never 
able to keep. Might Mizuki be able to help, even after all this time? 
 
Moving from contemporary Japan to Hiroshima in August 1945, the 
day the nuclear bomb was so devastatingly dropped on the city, this 
is an unforgettable novel with hope at its heart. 
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Staff Recommendation for Adults 
 
Whether you love reading or need motivation to get back into reading, staff at Standish have been 
sending in book recommendations - especially for the parents and carers of our students! 

 
“Detective mystery that is an absolute page turner! The start 
of an incredible series to really get hooked into.” 
 
P Winstanley (Mathematics department) 
 

Perfect for readers who like… 

• Atmospheric & suspenseful stories 
• Character-driven narratives 
• Authentic & sharp dialogue 
• Celebrity & glamour 

 

 

 

 
 

 
What’s on at Standish’s library? 
 
Mindfulness May has started with intention and focus. We have had visits from Year 7, 8 and 11 
students so far to take part in activities to promote mindfulness. 
 
 

• Student voices: feel-good books, walks in nature, mindful activities and hobbies have all 
been recommended by our students to add to our Mindfulness May display board. 
 

• In-house book fair: students have been buying old book stock to raise money for new 
books, games and resources in the LRC. Keep your ears to the ground to find out when 
your year group can come and take advantage of this pop-up celebration of literacy! 

 
• From your wish list to our shelves: Powered by the book fair! Students have been 

recommending how book fair funds will be spent. 
 

• Sanctuary from the exams: Year 11 students have been relaxing, studying and enjoying 
the LRC space to wind down between exams.  
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Connect with your community 

 

 

 

 

 

When our doors here at SCHS are closed 

or our stock doesn’t have what you’re 

looking for, why not try out a local library? 

Here are just some of the facilities 

Standish library provides: 

▪ Wi-Fi 
▪ 6 public computers 
▪ Children’s library 
▪ Garden 
▪ Free parking 
▪ Books - fiction and non-fiction, and   

online access to ebooks and e-
magazines 

 

You can apply for a library card in the library or at the following website: 
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/Services.aspx   
 

For more information about Standish Library: https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/libraries/standish-
library.aspx 

 
SPOTLIGHT on a local library: 

Standish library 
 
 

https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Libraries/Services.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/libraries/standish-library.aspx
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/resident/libraries/standish-library.aspx
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What? A Little Free Library is a “take a book, share a book” 
free book exchange. They come in many shapes and sizes, 
but the most common version is a small wooden box of 
books. Anyone may take a book or bring a book to share. 
Little Free Library book exchanges have a unique, personal 
touch. 
 
Where? They are dotted around and anyone can apply to 
set one up. Here is one we have in our SCHS community: 
Goose Barn Cottage Little Library 
252 Almond Brook Road, Standish 
 
How? Follow them on Facebook to see the rules of use and 
to be up-to-date with information about new books and other 
community news. If you wish to donate books, check first 
that they are taking donations as this is not a shop, they only 
have limited space. 
 
Why? When I spoke to the owners of this little library, they 
explained that the idea was to get the local area back into 
reading and so far it has been working!  

 

  

 
SPOTLIGHT on a Little Library:  

Goose Barn Cottage Little Library 
252 Almond Brook Road, Standish 
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Local Literary Lowdown 
 
News about stories, authors, and bookish happenings in the local area. 

The Northern YA Literary Festival 
Head over to Preston this June to be immersed into the 
world of Young Adult books. The festival has limited 
places, so if you’re interested, go to the following 
website to organise your next great day out 
https://nyalitfest.wordpress.com/programme/ 

 
It brings together authors, publishers, and readers for 
panels, workshops, and signings, aiming to bring 
industry access to the North. 
 
Follow them on Instagram to get more information and 
find out which authors will be there: 
https://www.instagram.com/nyalitfest/  

 

https://nyalitfest.wordpress.com/programme/
https://www.instagram.com/nyalitfest/
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News from PE 
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Wigan Warriors MAYnia Camp 

Please see message below from Wigan Warriors Community Foundation. 

I am writing to share an exciting opportunity for your pupils this May half term with the Wigan 

Warriors MAYnia Camp, taking place at Robin Park Arena from Tuesday 26th May to Friday 29th 

May. 

The camp is delivered by the Wigan Warriors Community Foundation coaching team and is open to 

children aged 5–16 of all abilities. It provides a safe, fun and inclusive environment where young 

people can develop their rugby league skills, build confidence, and enjoy a range of engaging 

physical activities. 

We would be very grateful if this opportunity could be shared with pupils and parents/carers through 

your school communication channels, so families are aware of the provision available during the 

school holidays. 

Key details include: 

• Daily sessions from 9:00am–3:30pm 

• Open to boys and girls aged 5–16 

• Suitable for all ability levels 

• Options for single-day or full-week attendance 

• A mix of structured coaching and fun activity-based sessions 

• Delivered in a positive, supportive rugby league environment 

The booking link is included below, and a poster is attached for your convenience. 

Booking link - https://www.universe.com/events/warriors-maynia-camp-tickets-45YPRV 

Thank you very much for your time and support. 

Kind regards, 

Wigan Warriors Community Foundation  

 

Wigan Warriors Community Foundation 

 

E: community@wiganwarriors.com 

M: 01942 762888 

A: Robin Park Arena, Loire Drive, Wigan WN5 0UH     

T: @WiganWarriorsCF 

  

 

https://www.universe.com/events/warriors-maynia-camp-tickets-45YPRV
mailto:community@wiganwarriors.com
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News from Futures Team 

 

The Army Careers Centre in Bolton would like to invite you and your students to their Army 

Recruitment Day.  This will be of particular interest to anyone thinking about a career in The British 

Army. 

Date: Saturday 23rd May 2026 

Time: 10:00 – 13:00 

Location: Army Reserve Centre, Canal Street, Wigan, WN6 7NQ 

Students must be Year 9 and older with at least one parent or carer with them. 

There will be 15 minutes briefings about the Army at 10:00, 11:00 and 12:00.  Please book in to 

secure your place. 

Interested students must book their places through the Army Careers Centre by either phone or 

email for health and safety reasons.   

If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the Army Careers Centre.  

 

Seonid Blythe 

Lead Recruiter 

Army Career Centre, 20 Great Moor Street, Bolton, BL1 1NP 

Office: 01204 364 111 

Mobile: 07547 587 020 

seonid.blythe104@mod.gov.uk 

 

 

mailto:seonid.blythe104@mod.gov.uk
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that it’s not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type – Lupin – Kiwi – Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their child’s usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community 

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our 

school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off 

and pick up.  Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do 

not block pavements and driveways?  Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of 

your speed.  We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident. 

Many thanks for your support and consideration. 

 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about what’s going on at Standish, 

why not follow our new Instagram account? Our handle is 

@standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If you’re more of a QR 

Code type of person, we’ve got one of those too! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
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Uniform Plea 

Can you please donate any school uniform that your child has grown out of as we are particularly 

short of blue jumpers, white shirts, skirts and trousers.  We need spare uniform to help our young 

people start the day well and to sort any issues quickly that occur during the day.  We do not need 

any Year 11 jumpers at this moment in time.  Please ask your child to bring any donated uniform to 

student reception.  Items can also be left at our main reception. 

Many thanks! 
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Meaningful May 

Let’s find ways to be part of something bigger. 
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Help and Support 

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0-25yrs 

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds 

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation – children support online https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity) www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers 

Papyrus supporting your child with self-harm and suicidal thoughts 

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops – www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/
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