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Message from Mr s Barker, Headteacher

elcome to the fifth edition of The Standish
Standard this calendar year!

Careers Fair in this edition (page 3). The event was bigger and
better than ever and it was lovely to see so many of our highly
successful alumni return to share their experiences with the
next generation.

Onacareerst heme, weOve LtripsdoJadielcBark s
(page 12) and the Shakespeare North Playhouse (page 10)
- from the science and English departments respectively. Lots
more information inside!

e

| 6d al so | i &ngratilationsotd Daay, imYiear 0,
who has been selected to perform with English Youth Ballet in Swan Lake at The Palace Theatre in
Manchester. What an exciting opportunity to perform on such a prestigious level! You can read more
on page 8.

And speaking of congratulations, well done to Jasmine, in Year 7, wh o wagsWi tnimee ouid E
inaugural attendance scratch card initiative (page 12) . ltés a regular angd
luck to everyone for the next one!

A couple of thanks are in order too this week: firstly, to all the students who contributed to our
wonderful LGBTQ+ display at the entrance to school. You can see their very powerful work on page
9. And also a massive thanks once again to Dr. Bkewh o wor ked tirelessl W
last week to ensure they are all as safe as possible on the roads (page 11).

Finally, if you find yourself with some free time this March, please do get down to the Wigan Arts
Festival with your families and show some support to all the local artists involved but, in particular,
to our very own Mrs Maiden who has a couple of beautiful pieces in the display. You can get a feel
for the work on offer on page 20.

| wish you all a safe and restful weekend!

Qo

Mrs Barker,
Headteacher

We have | ots of I ovely pho
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Careers Fair Success!

On Friday 6th March, Standish Community High School hosted its most impressive Careers Fair to
date, bringing together over fifty local, national and global companies under one roof. The event
created a real buzz around our school, offering students a valuable chance to explore their future
pathways.

Every student had the opportunity to speak directly with delegates from industries linked to their
potential career interests. Many also took the chance to discover sectors they had never considered
before, broadening their horizons and sparking new ambitions.

A huge thank you goes to all the companies who generously gave their time, as well as to our
parents, members of the local community and our wonderful alumni. It was especially inspiring to
welcome back former students, who returned to share their fantastic career journeys and offer
advice to the next generation.

This yearo6s fair truly showcased the power (¢
already excited for the next one.
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Darcey Dances Her Way to Success with English Youth Ballet

We are delighted to announce our Year 10 student Darcey has secured a coveted place with the
English Youth Ballet after a highly competitive audition held at Manchester Opera House. She was

selected from seventy dancers vying for just thirty-fve p| aces i n her age grn

production of Swan Lake, which will be performed at The Palace Theatre, Manchester.

A dedicated and passionate dancer, Darcey hopes to pursue dance in further education and
ultimately build a career in the industry. Her commitment is reflected in her outstanding
achievements, having earned distinction in every RAD ballet examination from primary through to
Grade 5.

English Youth Ballet is renowned for staging full-length classical ballets in regional theatres across
the UK, giving talented young dancers outside London the chance to perform in a professional
environment. Working alongside professional principal dancers, students experience the full journey
of a ballet company & from the thrill of acceptance to intensive classes, challenging choreography,
demanding rehearsals and, finally, the joy of performing on stage.

This yeards production is <chor eog todednandpiriitgyandJ

unforgettable experience for all involved. Darcey6 s success i s a testame

and determination and the whole school community is incredibly proud of her achievement.
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News from History

The history department have been marking British pride month this February across KS3. Pupils
have been learning about the bravery, resilience and amazing contributions made by members of
the LGBTQ+ community across British history. Pupils displayed key characteristics of the Standish
Way whilst learning about the history of British pride. Pupils were polite, respectful and tolerate of
different views, they were very respectful citizens. Well done, KS3!

5 T\ - l\‘ ')’

LA (G e

B e ae
e !
oy Farllepertr Gend Rz

- .
o fady’ Nowr jiom ./' !




Shakespeare North Playhouse 1 English Careers Trip

L This week, Mrs Sterna, Mrs Lloyd and Mrs Cook took thirty Year 9

{g}m‘.‘.ﬁ%ﬁgﬂ;‘” students to visit Shakespeare North Playhouse in Prescot.

mﬁ“ﬁ‘%ﬂ%@« They were given the opportunity to take a tour of the site (including the
m*ﬂ"mﬂ'm‘ Pra Cockpit Theatre) where they were able to ask questions about how the
il theatre was made, how productions are run and what types of career

industry pathways people take to work there.

After the tour, the students went to the Learning Centre to get hands
on and creative in the careers-based workshop. The students split up
into groups and were given a specific role to consider when working in

, the theatre. Al fi e commented, 60You get
Elizabethan era and you see a Shakespeareanst yl e pl ayhouse. 0

Well done and thank you to all the students involved. The staff there commented on everyone being
respectful and polite. Well done, everyone!

“As good luck would have n‘

of Wir

Williz un Shakespeare, Merry \\n




Dr. Bike visits Standish

Dr. Bike - from the charity Gearing Up - recently visited Standish to provide free cycle maintenance
for our students. The session was a great success, with twenty-nine students benefiting from expert
checks and repairs to their bikes. This initiative not only helped keep bikes in good condition but
also promoted safer cycling habits, encouraging more students to travel confidently and responsibly.




Attendance Winner!

Huge congratulations to our Year 7 student Jasmine H,
our first £10 Amazon voucher winner in the Year 7
~ scratchcard attendance initiative. Excitement is mounting
' to see who the next winners of our gift vouchers are!

Jodrell Bank Visit

Year 7 recently enjoyed an exciting and educational trip to Jodrell Bank Observatory, one of the
UK®6 s |l eading centres f sciencea She wvisithgave ystudents ch fastgestic ¢
opportunity to explore the wonders of the universe beyond the classroom.

A highlight of the day was the immersive experience, where students watched a fascinating short
film that took them on a journey through space, exploring stars, planets and distant galaxies. The
stunning visuals and engaging storytelling helped bring complex scientific ideas to life in an
accessible and memorable way.

Students also attended an inspiring talk delivered by a physics specialist, who shared insights into
space exploration, radio telescopes and the work carried out at Jodrell Bank. The session sparked
curiosity and encouraged students to think more deeply about the role of science in understanding
our universe.

Throughout the visit, students explored a wide range of interactive exhibits, allowing them to get
hands-on with scientific concepts and discoveries. From learning how signals from space are
detected to experimenting with models and displays, there was something to engage everyone.

12




Overall, the trip was both enjoyable and educational, helping to inspire a sense of curiosity and
enthusiasm for science. Year 7 returned full of excitement, with many students keen to learn more
about astronomy and the possibilities of future careers in science

Jodrell Bank infra-red

camera
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News from MFL
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News from PE

Ellie and William are back with their sports round-up of the week.
Year 10 Sports Science

Year 10 Sports Science students recently enjoyed an inspiring and educational afternoon at Robin
Park Arena, where they had the opportunity to work alongside the fantastic Wigan Be Well team.
The visit formed part of their ongoing studies into health, fithess, and the importance of maintaining
an active lifestyle.

During the session, students explored the key principles of physical activity and nutrition, learning
how the choices we make each day can have a big impact on both our physical and mental
wellbeing. The Be Well coaches led discussions about how to look after our bodies, highlighting the
difference between positive health habits - such as regular exercise, balanced nutrition and good
sleep and behaviours that can negatively affect our health over time.

Students also had the chance to put theory into practice. Under the guidance of the experienced Be
Well team, they worked on improving their weightlifting techniques, focusing on safe form, posture
and effective training methods. The practical session allowed students to build confidence while
learning how proper technique can help prevent injury and maximise performance.

The afternoon was not only educational but also highly engaging, giving students a real-world
perspective on the topics they study in the classroom. By interacting with health and fitness
professionals, students gained valuable insights into how physical activity, nutrition and lifestyle
choices contribute to long-term wellbeing.

A huge thank you to the Wigan Be Well team for hosting such an informative and enjoyable session.

Boxing for Better Workshop

On Monday 9th March, students at
Standish Community High School had the
exciting opportunity to take part in a
special workshop delivered by Lucy, a
coach from the Boxing for Better. The
i session worked with a range of students

from Years 7 to 10 and focused on
building confidence, resilience, and basic
boxing techniques.

Throughout the day, Lucy led a series of
energetic and engaging activities
~ designed to introduce students to the

fundamentals of boxing in a safe and
supportive environment. Students learned




key skills such as stance, footwork,
and simple punching combinations,
while also developing coordination
and focus.

However, the workshop was about far
more than just physical technique.
Lucy emphasised the importance of
self-belief, discipline, and
perseverance - values that are central
to both boxing and everyday life.
Students were encouraged to
challenge themselves, step outside g
their comfort zones, and support one =
another during the activities.

Many students quickly grew in |
confidence as  the  session : T NN
progressed, showing determination and enthusiasm while practising their skills. The positive
atmosphere created by Lucy helped students feel comfortable trying something new and celebrating
each otherds progress.

Staff members who observed the sessions commented on the high level of engagement and
teamwork shown by the students. The workshop provided a fantastic opportunity for students to
develop not only their physical skills but also important personal qualities such as resilience, respect,
and confidence.

Standish CHS would like to thank Lucy and
- the Boxing for Better for delivering such an
inspiring and enjoyable workshop. The
experience left many students feeling
motivated and empowered, and it was a
memorable day for everyone involved.

, Rugby
~ Year 8 rugby team beat Shevington 46-8
on the Wigan Knockout cup. Player of the match was Lukas J.
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Football
Year 8 lost to a strong Hawkley Hall 2-0 in a hard-fought battle player of the match Noah W.

OPENINVITE TO KS4 FEMALE STUDENTS WHO
PLAY FOOTBALL
WEDNESDAY 25 MARCH 5pm
At
Standish Community High School

Kenyon road Standish WN6 ONX
This is an Information evening were students, parents, guardians can find out more about the coursdgs
available
To register use the following link

http://accesssport.ac.uk/et7
cbAAnRKkZggKt 2] #20K3eKgal SwKK6 wKa E'Kj$am‘t§tbnzg&hm,§|ﬂe§(gkré 2
NZzgKA33ANnt] d&naEwKon” EXKZkARREXKARIAKNKZpoKAEBRGK
genuine pathways into the game and beyond. | want girls to be able to dream, believe and
achieve in an environment built specifically fo NKnlj Z3w#
Ella Toone V England & Manchester United

8 E;
3 X

The ET7 Academy Female Scholarship Programme is about much more than
football. It provides young players aged 16 - 19 with the confidence, education,
and opportunities they need to succeed in sport and beyond.
Students leave the programme with a recognised qualification, valuable
industry experience, and clear pathways into university, overseas
scholarships, football, apprenticeships, or careers across the sports sector.
For young players who are passionate about football and want to build a
future around the sport they love, ET7 Academy offers the perfect
environment to dream, believe, and achieve.

More information on access college, please use the following link to
access the website

https://accesssport.ac.uk/#

—
18
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News from ADT
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Wigan Arts Festival

After a five-year hiatus, Wigan Arts Festival is back. This March, the multi-arts programme proudly
showcases Wigan's vibrant arts and culture. Join us for the eighth Wigan Arts Festival, celebrating
local creatives, from musicians and poets to theatre-makers, filmmakers, painters, sensory curators,
and body shakers. Produced by The OIld Courts (Wigan Heritage & Arts Trust), the festival takes
place across Wigan, including an open exhibition at Wigan Pier.

Tuesday 17th March was the launch event for Wigan Open Exhibition which saw hundreds of local
artists from various disciplines including ceramics and textiles to painting, print, photography,
sculpture and installation plus digital and moving image applying to have their work shown at this
prestigious event. Mrs Maiden from the Art, Design and Technology department was successful and
went along to the event.

fit was wonderful to take part in the event, with two of my three submissions being accepted. Many
students know that | have a small home studio and love nothing more than creating my own work in
my spare time. | do a lot of mixed media work using materials like conte crayons, different drawing
materials and also merging this work with painting and collage. The two pieces accepted were both
works inspired by my interest in the Cold War and visits to the fascinating Hack Green nuclear
bunker in Cheshire. It was wonderful to see my work exhibited amongst such a diverse collection of
work, showcasing the talent and ambition of local people from different ages groups and from
different disciplines.o

Whet her youbr e a suppartet or simhply cusious; theeVdigam @pen Exhibition 2026
is a chance to see Wiganés creativity in ful

Check out the official social media for the festival to find out details about visiting the exhibitions,
checking out live music, performances and other events which are FREE!
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News from Futures Team
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PATHWAYS OPEN EVENT

Explore ?'our future and discover how our wide
range of courses can lead to your dream career.

9:30AM - 1:15PM 9 (0] 1{ {11

= SCAN HERE =~
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THE BRIGK

QUEENS HALL ACTION ON POVERTY

THE BRICK 5562

. *COMMUNITY )
Donations

GAN YOU HELP US

We are collecting food
donations for The Brick. One

HEHI ann pUVEHTv? item from every student will

Our Food Community aims to support people facing the make a massive difference! We
effects of poverty in a variety of different circumstances, were humbled, when after our
be that homelessness, unemployment, low-income food last donation before the
shor;ages_or other challenging situations. We believe : summer holidays, we found The
that it is vital to ensure everyone has access to essential . .

food items and nutrition. The Brick is determined to fight Brick practically emp'Fy of food.
food poverty across the borough. That day we really did make a
difference.

Can you please send in non-

If you would like to donate perishable items and perhaps
we are always in need of the an Easter treat. Toiletries are
following items: often desperately needed too.

Please leave donations in main
Toiletries . | ammm reception and student reception

by Friday 27t March.

Tinned meat
Tinned fish

Biscuits Thank you
Cereal

Tea

Coffee




sT. HELENg
YOUTH

BRASS BAND

Brass and Percussion
Try many instruments
Ages 4 -19
Zero Pressure
Everyone Welcome
No Experience Needed!

when, 09:30, 18th April
where, Ormskirk Street
United Reform Church

St Helens
or email: info@shybb.uk
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New to music?

10:30, 11:00, 11:30 and 12:00:
pBuzz' sessions drop in sessic
For those new to music and under 10

10:30-12:30: Drop in '‘Brass Zoo'
For anyone to come and try our instruments t;\

11:00: Experience our junior band rehearsa
For those who have tried brass before

Played before?

09:30: Jo with our Training Bar
For those Grade 2 or above

10:30: Join in with our Youth Band rehearsal
For those Grade 4 or above

B s mw""/
Ormskirk Street
United Reform Church

St Helens
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SEND Travel Assistance Applications

Please see below the application deadlines for SEND Travel Assistance Applications 2026/2027.

1 The closing date for applications for travel assistance for children moving from Early Year
(nursery) to primary school is Monday 23rd March 2026.

1 The closing date for applications for travel assistance for children moving from Year 6 to
secondary school is Monday 23rd March 2026.

1 The closing date for travel assistance for young people entering post-16 or continuing into
post-19 education is Monday 27th April 2026.

Any applications that are submitted after these dates will not be guaranteed to have a travel
assistance offer in place for the start on the academic year 2026/27. Please note that these
deadlines are for SEND Travel Assistance applications and not free school travel passes (bus pass).

Link to website: https://apps.wigan.gov.uk/HomeToSchoolTransport

Kind regards,

Lucy Alexander

Senior Transport Officer

Resident services - Wigan Council
Wigan Life Centre (South site) WN1 1NJ
Tel: 01942 404749
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Wigans Mental Health Support Team in Schools

Healthv Sleep for Children Z
and Youn Peow ¢ - Parent o

orkshop

Workshop

Wigan MHST are offering a practical workshop, designed to
help parents and carers promote effective sleeping routines
for children and young people

What will be explored?

« Understanding the ‘Science of Sleep’

» Exploring the importance of sleep for both physical
and mental health

» Developing practical routines and strategies to
improve your child's sleep

Why Attend?

This is a great opportunity to gain insights, ask questions,
and learn tools that promote healthier sleeping routines.
Following the workshop you will walk away with practical
strategies which you and your young person can
implement to support with getting effective sleep.

Where to access the workshops?

The Meadows Family Hub

Atherton Formby Road Family Hub
Leigh Westleigh Family Hub

Clifton Street Family Hub

Hindley Mornington Road Family Hub

Sign up to attend here -




5 signs a child may be being
financially exploited:

MONEY LAUNDERING is when
criminals try to hide the source of
money made from crime. They want it
to look like it came from a legitimate
source so they can use the money
without raising suspicion from banks
or the police.

Criminals recruit and exploit young
people to help them move money.
They may get paid or receive “gifts”.
These people are often called Money
Mules.

Transferring criminal money through
your bank account is an offence with
consequences that can affect your
future.

NORTH WEST

ROCU

REGIONAL ORGANISED CRIME UNIT

- organisations that specialise in youth

They suddenly have new clothes, gadgets, or cash
and they can't clearly explain where it's from.
Secretive about money or their bank account.

i

BEHAVIOUR

Defensive or withdrawn when asked about
money, phone activity, or spending. Nervous
when their phone goes off, or unusually anxious =
possibly out of fear if someone is pressuring
them.

s RELATIONSHIPS

Influence from new or older friends. Spending
time with new people you haven't met, and seems
to be doing things at their request = like
transferring money.

TRANSACTIONS

Suspicious Bank Activity. If you have access to
their bank account, you may notice unusual
transactions = large sums going in and out,
especially if they don't have an income source.

FAST CASH ADS

Talking about making easy money through social
media, messaging apps, or people they’ve met
online, with vague or unrealistic job descriptions.
They may claim they are helping a friend or doing
somebody a favour.

unaware of criminal activity, they may feel
trapped or threatened. Reassure them they
can talk to you and seek help together —
l through school staff, local authorities, or

exploitation.




If you're considering
adoption, we'd love to
hear from you.

We welcome enquiries from a range of backgrounds.

Single, married, I_GBTQn-, renters, EH., ,LE
homeowners, enquire to adopt today! P R
4 3
ey : -
Full training and long-term support will -
be provided. ﬁ .
~5 "

www.togetherforadoption.co.uk
01942 487272 @ scan me

Scan to find out more
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Kingsbridge
Teacher Training &
Professional Development

Curious about a career in teaching?
Want to find out more about how to apply for
teacher training?

Find out how you can take your first step at
one of our Get into Teaching events!

12" February 2026

9:30am, 1:00pm or 3:30pm
Units 11&12 South Preston Office
Village, Cuerden Way, Bamber
Bridge, PR5 6BL

24" February 2026

9:30am or 1:30pm

St George’s Primary School, St
George's Road, Wallasey
Merseyside, CH45 3NF

21% April 2026

9:30am, 1:30pm or 4:00pm

Platt Bridge Community School,
Rivington Avenue, Wigan, WN2 5NG




Parent/carer Updates

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school:
Nuts of any type 1 Lupin T Kiwi T Shellfish
This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues. Also please

do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.
Thank you for your support with this.

Arbor Updates

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the
application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor

app.
If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again:

1. Cl ose the Parent App (make sur e tdeathisviddoors
how to do this).

Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App.

Restart your phone.

Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App.

Restart your phone again.

You should then be able to receive push notifications again.

oghkwN

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing,
uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time,
make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app.

32
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be

< Notifications

Arbor

Allow Notifications ()

ALERTS

Lock Screen

Banner Style

Sounds

Badges

“Arbor” Would Like to Send

You Notifications

Notifications may include alerts,
sounds and icon badges. These can be
configured in Settings.

Notification Centre Banners
() (] Don’t Allow
Temporary

«©
«©

‘ Arbor

Allow
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Internet Matters Guidance for
Parents/Carers

The internet matters website is a great resource for
parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how
to monitor their childbs usjag
sharing and set restrictions and downtime. For more
details, see the website below. A handy guide has been
sent to all parents/carers.

]
Internet
matters.org

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental  -controls/smartphones -and-other -devices/apples -
family -sharing/

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our
school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off
and pick up. Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do
not block pavements and driveways? Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of
your speed. We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident.
Many thanks for your support and consideration.

I f you want more regular updates algou
why not follow our new Instagram account? Our handle is
@standish___chs and the link is:

https://www.instagram.com/standish]_oc
Code type of per sofihosewv@ 6ve got onejo

®

STANDISH_CHS

34



https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/

d |(§; ~ COMMUNITY

FUND

Domestic Abuse Support for Children & Young
People

One to One Support or Small Group Sessions Available in Schools

What we offer

Our Domestic Abuse Support Worker provides a safe, confidential space for
children and young people affected by domestic abuse to:

Talk about their experiences and feelings
Build confidence and self-esteem

Develop coping strategies

Learn about healthy relationships and safety

Access to further help and support where needed

-IH" it works
LA TL MWL RS

* Support sessions take place in school, during the day

o Referrals can be made by school staff, safeguarding leads, or pastoral
teams

s Parental consent is required
# The service works alongside existing school safeguarding procedures
o can be referred
s Has witnessed or experienced domestic abuse
e |z affected by conflict or controlling behaviour at home
s MNeed emotional support to understand and cope with what's
happening

# Engaging in an unhealthy relationship

Together, we can help children feel safe, heard, and supported. Early support
makes a lasting difference.

01542 311365




At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.

For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

0]\

7 out of 10 teens report seeing violent content on social media, with over half of that content featuring fights
involving young people. Most don't ‘seek’ it but are shown it through social media feeds or messaging
groups. 91% of young people involved in violence have seen violent social media content. Viral trends,

challenges, or ‘wars’ that are spread online risk encouraging violence offline, while real-world incidents
may also be recorded and promoted online.

WHAT ARE
THE RISKS?

 ALGORITHMIC EXPOSURE = 4/

® social media platforms are designed to keep users

' engaged, meaning dramatic or extreme content can
spread widely and quickly. Algorithms often
recommend content that reflects users’ past
interactions. As a result, young people may see more
violent material if they have viewed, commented on,
or shared it before. Repeated exposure can make
violent content appear frequently in their feeds
without them fully understanding why.

UEEN-. & B

WEAPONS AND O%

CRIMINAL RISK

Teens exposed to high levels of real-world violence on
social media sometimes report feeling an increased
need to carry a weapon for ‘self-protection’; however,
carrying a weapon increases the risk of victimisation
(harm and injury by others) for young people. In

, carrying a pon is a serious offence that
can lead to police arrest and a criminal record.
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SHARING VIOLENT CONTENT -

Encouraging or assisting an offenceis a

crime in the UK, including via social media, and

can lead to arrest. This means sharing, forwarding,
or reposting violent content carries a risk for young
people too. Showing examples of content to a trusted
aduit is appropriate, but young people should take
care not to further spread violent material by posting
it online or sharing it within large messaging groups.
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FEAR, ANXIETY, AND
MARGINALISATION

Research shows young people’s emotional
wellbeing can be negatively impacted by
repeated exposure to violent online content,
especially when it depicts ‘real-world’ violence
(as opposed to fictional depictions in games or
films). Posts featuring weapons, threats,
attacks, and fights - or content that appears to
glamorise gang activity — can increase feelings
of anxiety or fear among young people. Material
that encourages violence targeting people
because of their identity, such as their
nationality or religion, can also create
disproportionate harm for children belonging to
J those groups.
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Real-world violence on social media can

increase young people’s belief that their local
communities - or the ‘outside world’ more
generally - are unsafe places. This can resultin
avoidant and isolating behaviours, which may
negatively affect their wellbeing. As well as
feeling fearful of others, teens also report feeling
judged for spending time together in large
groups, which may affect their social
interactions and leisure time.
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) STAY INFORMED

Stay alert for updates from police, schools, or local authorities, and follow
the advice provided. Be cautious about unofficial accounts, fake content,
and misinformation, which can spread quickly online or in chat groups.
Ensure you get accurate information from trusted sources and encourage
young people to do the same. Remind them never to share violent content
online and to speak to a trusted adult instead.
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TALK CRIME AND SAFETY L@

In most of the UK, the age of criminal responsibility is 10 (12 in Scotland). This means there
can be serious criminal consequences for carrying a weapon, taking part in violence, or
filming or sharing violent content. Discuss the law with young people alongside practical
safety strategies. Ask questions such as: “What could you do if you feel unsafe?” Work
together on action plans and remind them they can contact a trusted adult or the police if
they witness or experience violence.
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Meet Our Expert

Dr. Holly Powell-Jones is the founder of Online Media Law UK and a leading UK
expert in media law, online safety, and young people. Her PhD investigates
youth understandings of criminal and legal risks in a digital context. She
works in schools to provide award-winning education on the criminal, legal,
and ethical considerations of rapidly advancing technologies.
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1 DISCUSS SOCIAL MEDIA

Encourage young people to talk about the content they see online and the

effect it can have. This can be an opportunity to discuss topics such as misinformation,
Al-generated material, the attention economy, and algorithms, helping them understand
how and why extreme content can spread online. Explore tools available to block, report,
and remove harmful content, and signpost where to get support and advice, such as
reportharmfulcontent.com.

ENCOURAGE POSITIVE ACTION

Focus on strengthening young people’s positive experiences both online and

within their local communities. Discuss ies to reduce negative social media
effects, such as time limits, unfollowing certain accounts, or taking breaks from apps.
Encourage offline activities such as spending time with friends, visiting local places, and
taking part in hobbies that bring them joy, purpose, and connection. Remind them they
can seek support with any concerns at any time via childline.org.uk.
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LEARNING TRUST

Raising Aspirations,
Empowering Futures

WE ARE RECRUITING e —

ICT Technician

Standish Community High School is advertising for a permanent ICT Technician to commence
employment as soon as possible. We are looking to appoint an enthusiastic, self-motivated
and highly organised person to contribute to the outstanding support, care and guidance that
the school offers its pupils. Applications are sought from people with energy, commitment and
a determination to succeed.

Further details regarding the post can be found on the School Website

We encourage applicants to apply through TES. Applicants can also apply through Teacher
Vacancies and MyNewTerm or by filling in the school’s application form found on the School
Website. Completed application forms can be forwarded by email to:
recruitment@standishchs.wigan.sch.uk

The closing date for applications is Friday 27" March 2026 at 9.00.am.
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Standish Community

High School

Uniform Plea

Can you please donate any school uniform that your child has grown out of as we are particularly
short of blue jumpers, white shirts, skirts and trousers. We need spare uniform to help our young
people start the day well and to sort any issues quickly that occur during the day. We do not need
any Year 11 jumpers at this moment in time. Please ask your child to bring any donated uniform to
student reception. ltems can also be left at our main reception.

Many thanks!
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