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Music development plan summary: 
Standish Community High School 

Overview 

Detail Information 
Academic year that this summary covers 2025-2027 
Date this summary was published January 2026 
Date this summary will be reviewed July 2027 
Name of the school music lead Faye Nicholson 
Name of local music hub  Wigan Music Service 

Part A: Curriculum Music 

• GCSE music classes (Y9,10 and 11) have 5 hours of music per fortnight, 
following the Eduqas GCSE in music 

• During Key Stage 3 pupils follow a performance curriculum which includes 
music, musical theatre and drama for one hour per week. They have the 
opportunity to perform using keyboards, guitars, ukuleles, percussion and 
singing 

• Pupils have opportunities to compose using traditional notation and notation 
software such as MuseScore and DAWs such as Cubase. 

• Pupils listen to music in lessons regularly to develop their appraisal skills 
• Pupils are given as many opportunities as possible to perform as part of an 

ensemble and are also encouraged to attempt solo work. 

Part B: Extra-Curricular Music 
Standish Community High School has a team of visiting instrumental teachers from 
Wigan Music service who offer instrumental lessons in piano, strings, voice, drums, 
brass and DJing. These instructors have established relationships with our feeder 
primaries as well as with our school. Lessons are paid for by parents and there is 
needs assessed funding available. All GCSE music pupils receive fully funded private 
tuition in their chosen instrument in addition to their curriculum time. 

The music department is open every lunchtime for pupils to practise, practise rooms 
are bookable every lunchtime, and after school  

There are rock school ensembles on Monday and Tuesday lunchtimes, Musical 
Theatre on Wednesday lunchtimes and choir on Thursday lunchtimes. 
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Part C: Musical experiences and events. 

Our musical performers are given as many opportunities as possible to perform at 
regular annual community events such as Standish Christmas Markets, Charity 
Carolling and St Wilfrid’s Church Festive Takeover, school events such as 
Presentation Evening, Christmas and Summer Bonanza events, and public events 
such as the school musical at Wigan and Leigh College Theatre and the Talent 
Showcase at The Edge. 

The music department has also begun regular lunch time open mic events. 

We give pupils experience of live music by booking visiting professional performers 
and attending live events (e.g. Philharmonic Orchestra performance, National Opera 
performance). We also have at least one musical theatre trip per year. The 
performance department is also taking pupils to New York to watch three musical 
theatre performances on Broadway. 

Pupils from all year groups are encouraged to participate in all of the above. 

In the future 
The Music department plan to develop further performance opportunities by  

• creating lunch time ‘pop-up performances’ at various venues across the school 
site 

• adding to the programme of trips to include more live music (external rock and 
pop gigs) 

Further information 

Further curriculum information is published on the school website. 

Wigan Music service also publish information on their website about the wider music 
opportunities that they provide (including after school and Saturday clubs, jam sessions 
and performances). 
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