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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to the first edition of The Standish 

Standard this calendar year! 

 

 

 

I’d like to wish you all a belated happy New Year from everyone 

at Standish. This edition contains pictures from last year’s 

Christmas Bonanza (page 5) as well as news of our recent Year 

11 mock examinations results assembly (page 4). It was 

heartening to see both the scenes of happiness from students 

receiving confidence-boosting results as well as the 

determination from others who know what they need to do to 

improve from here on in. 

 

 

We have some extracurricular updates for you all, including some congratulations due to our Year 

9 maths students for their excellent performance at the Edge Hill University Challenge (page 10) 

and our latest MFL Stars of the Month (page 11)  

 

 

And finally, on the theme of taking new opportunities, you can read about our Year 9 students who 

have been amongst the first to use our new iPads in ADT for graphic design and digital art (page 

13), an exciting PE taster session of Lacrosse that our Year 10s enjoyed and the first of many 

updates from the National Year of Reading on page 20. The theme for the year is ‘Go All In’ – watch 

this space for lots of exciting opportunities to do just that with your reading this year! 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Charity Fundraising 

As you are aware, this year, our nominated school charities are 

Awareness for Alex, Wigan & Leigh Hospice and Wigan & Leigh 

Young Carers. We are delighted to be supporting these worthwhile 

causes and would like to share that we have raised an amazing 

£1,354.81 for each charity. A grand total of … 

 

£4,064.42! 
 

Not forgetting, our students in Year 7 and Year 8 who donated an 

incredible seventy selection boxes, for the Children’s Ward in 

Wigan Infirmary.  Students in Year 9 and Year 10 also contributed 

generously, donating lots of gifts for teenagers to Miracle on 

Parsons Walk. 

 

Thank you all so much for your generosity and continued support.  

We are incredibly proud of our students, parents/carers and staff 

for coming together to support our community in such a positive and meaningful way. 
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Year 11 Mock Exam Results Assembly 

On Monday morning, our wonderful Year 11 were presented with their fantastic mock examination 

results.  We are so proud of all their hard work, dedication and determination to make their current 

results even better.   

Keep up the great work Year 11! 
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Christmas Bonanza 2025 

We held our annual Christmas Bonanza on the last day of term to celebrate our fantastic successes 

from this term in true Standish festive style! There was lots of excitement as Santa and his elves 

dropped by along with Stan the Standish Owl. Brilliant performances from our Performance 

department added to an already fabulous atmosphere that even an appearance by the naughty 

Grinch couldn’t ruin! 

Well done to all our students for a great term and especially the students who picked up awards. 
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Extra-curricular updates from Performance 
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Debating Club  

    



 
9 

 
 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular updates from PE 
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News from Maths 

Our Year 9 mathematicians recently rose to the challenge in a prestigious competition hosted by 

Edge Hill University. Faced with two complex logical puzzles, students selected their favourite and 

set to work crafting imaginative, solutions that blended mathematical theory with creative 

presentation. Below are the standout entries being submitted for judging, showcasing the ingenuity 

and problem-solving flair of our talented students. Well done, everyone! 
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News from MFL 
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News from PE 

Ellie and William are back with their sports round-up of the week.  

Sports Science Students Get a First Taste of Lacrosse 

On Tuesday 6th January, our Year 10 Sports 

science group took part in an 

engaging Lacrosse beginner session designed 

to support their understanding of the game as 

part of a case study for their coursework. 

The session was delivered by a development 

officer from England Lacrosse, who introduced 

students to the aims of the sport before guiding 

them through the fundamental skills. Over the 

two-hour session, students learned and 

practised catching, throwing, scooping, 

shooting and were shown how to play the game 

using basic rules and game principles. 

For many students, this was their first ever exposure to Lacrosse — with some having never even 

heard of the sport, let alone played it. Despite this, the group showed excellent enthusiasm and 

focus, making great progress throughout the session. Confidence and skill levels improved 

noticeably as students became more comfortable handling the stick and understanding game play. 

The session was thoroughly enjoyed by all involved and provided valuable practical insight to 

support their academic studies. 

A huge thank you to Brin from England Lacrosse for delivering such an informative, well-structured, 

and enjoyable session. We look forward to building on this experience in future lessons. 
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News from ADT 

Year 9 have been putting their new iPads to great use, creating some brilliant digital artwork! 
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News from Futures Team 

 Event: British Army Insights – A Guide for Parents & Guardians 

Date: Tuesday 20 January 

Time: 18:00 – 19:00 

Register Now: https://britishar.my/GTQfiD 

This online session is designed to give parents clarity and 

confidence about the opportunities the British Army offers young 

people. 

Why it matters: 

Recent research with over 600 parents and guardians revealed: 

• Only 27% feel fully confident supporting their child through the application process 

• Nearly half (49%) want to attend an online session and receive resources about Army 

apprenticeships 

What parents will gain: 

• A real look at life in today’s Army, including roles, training, and qualifications 

• Inspiring stories from those with lived experience, plus practical advice and Q&A time 

• Insights into how the Army helps young people build confidence, resilience and valuable life 

skills — all while earning and learning 

 

Attendees receive a FREE downloadable resource to help support their child’s career choices. 

 

 

  

https://britishar.my/GTQfiD
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Midshires News 
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

Noah is forced to travel with his distant mother to the remote 

Scottish island of Inchtinn. Since the death of his father, she's 

been struggling for inspiration for her next bestselling children's 

book and hopes an adventurous trip will help them both. 

 

Yet adventure isn't the only thing that awaits their arrival. When 

things take a turn for the worse, Noah has to face the most 

unimaginable horrors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

KS4 Recommended Read  

When Eragon finds a polished blue stone in the forest, he thinks 

it is the lucky discovery of a poor farm boy; perhaps it will buy 

his family meat for the winter. But when the stone brings a 

dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes he has stumbled upon a 

legacy nearly as old as the Empire itself. 

 

Overnight his simple life is shattered, and he is thrust into a 

perilous new world of destiny, magic, and power. Can Eragon 

take up the mantle of the legendary Dragon Riders? The fate of 

the Empire may rest in his hands... 

 

 

 

 

 

Happy reading! 
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Go All In! 

 

2026 is the National Year of Reading. The message is to GO ALL IN and ensure that your reading 

choices reflect whatever you are in to. Whether it’s baking, horror or graphic novels our school 

library has the right book for you! 

Each month we will be celebrating with an event or activity – look out for the posters around 

school! 
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that it’s not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type – Lupin – Kiwi – Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their child’s usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community 

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our 

school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off 

and pick up.  Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do 

not block pavements and driveways?  Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of 

your speed.  We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident. 

Many thanks for your support and consideration. 

 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about what’s going on at Standish, 

why not follow our new Instagram account? Our handle is 

@standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If you’re more of a QR 

Code type of person, we’ve got one of those too! 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
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Uniform Plea 

Can you please donate any school uniform that your child has grown out of as we are particularly 

short of blue jumpers, white shirts, skirts and trousers.  We need spare uniform to help our young 

people start the day well and to sort any issues quickly that occur during the day.  We do not need 

any Year 11 jumpers at this moment in time.  Please ask your child to bring any donated uniform to 

student reception.  Items can also be left at our main reception. 

Many thanks! 

 
 



 
30 

 
 

 

 

 

Happier January 

Let’s start the new year happier! 
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Thought for the Day 
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Help and Support 

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0-25yrs 

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds 

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation – children support online https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity) www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers 

Papyrus supporting your child with self-harm and suicidal thoughts 

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops – www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/
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