
 

KS3 PERFORMANCE/YEAR 7 MUSIC LEARNING JOURNEY 

TERM 1.1 SINGING 

Rehearse and perform an existing piece of musical repertoire applying the singing skills that we have looked at throughout the unit e.g. harmony & 
melisma 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. There is an attempt to control tuning and tone.  

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They can be heard clearly and sing in tune most of the time. 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

  Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They sing in tune and attempt to employ harmony, melisma and various articulations. An 
excelling performance will be confident and engaging, incorporating additional performance skills (E.g. movement or dancing, audience 
interaction) 

TERM 1.2 NOTATION AND KEYBOARDS 

Rehearse and perform an existing piece of musical repertoire, applying the music reading and keyboard playing skills that we have looked at throughout 
the unit. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They can play a melody or a sequence of chords from Ode to Joy.  

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They can play chords with left hand and a melody with right hand. They attempt to do this 
simultaneously with some accuracy. 

Deep 
Excelling/ + 
grade 

Pupils perform solo. They are able to play chords with left hand, melody with right hand, play in time to digital accompaniment and 
control keyboard functions (voice, ACMP, tempo) with confidence. Excelling pupils can apply these skills to scores beyond the original set 
pieces. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

KS3 PERFORMANCE/YEAR 7 MUSIC LEARNING JOURNEY 

TERM 2.1 UKULELE 

Pupils rehearse and perform an existing piece of musical repertoire, applying the tab reading and ukulele playing skills that we have looked at throughout 
the unit. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They can play a simple sequence of chords accompanied by a ukulele backing track and tab 
prompts. 
 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Pupils perform solo or as part of an ensemble. They can play four chords and follow a strumming pattern. They can play with or without a 
backing track, with accuracy. 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

 Pupils perform solo, they can play a range of chords and strumming patterns, enabling them to play songs other than the original class 
set. They perform accurately without a backing track. Excelling pupils will sing in vocals whilst playing. 

TERM 2.2 MUSICAL THEATRE 

Pupils rehearse and perform an existing piece of musical repertoire, applying the singing, acting, dancing and choreography skills that we have looked at 
throughout the unit. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Pupils perform as part of an ensemble. They make an effort to sing, follow a dance routine and stay in character. Work cooperatively with 
a group to create a piece of musical theatre 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, recreate a piece of musical theatre, sing in tune, contribute to and execute 
choreography, and stay in character. 

Deep 
Excelling/ + 
grade 

Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process, take a lead role in creating and performing a musical 
theatre routine from an existing piece of repertoire. Excelling pupils will create some original choreography as opposed to just reproducing 
the piece of repertoire studied. Performance will be thoroughly entertaining. 
 



KS3 PERFORMANCE/YEAR 7 MUSIC LEARNING JOURNEY 

TERM 3.1 CUBASE 

Pupils compose a piece of digital music using Cubase software in response to a brief. The piece should reflect the mood of the stimulus poem and show 
creativity and skill when using Cubase. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Pupils can access Cubase and employ basic functions E.g. opening drum 
and key editor and inputting a simple track 
 

 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Pupils can use Cubase to create a digital composition with multiple track 
layers. The composition fulfils the brief and reflects the changing tension 
within the stimulus text. 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

 Pupils create a multi layered digital composition that has a strong sense 
of increasing danger and includes a jump scare. Excelling pupils are able 
to articulate their creative process. The composition has an audibly 
dramatic (controlled) characteristic and contains original ideas. 

TERM 3.2 GOLDEN TICKET 

Pupils create 2-3 min performance. This can be an improved version of a task from our curriculum or can showcase any other performance 
skill if the pupil has an area of talent that we have not yet covered (e.g. some pupils will play an instrument that they practise outside of school 
lessons or a dance routine created at a club). The best performances will be worthy of a Golden Ticket, which is a chance (optional) to perform 
at our end of year showcase at The Edge, as well as an ‘excelling’ grade and achievement points. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Create a music, drama or dance performance in a group or as a 
soloist. 

2-3 min ‘Best Of’ 
performance. Piece can be an 
improved version of a task 
from our curriculum or can 
showcase any performance 
skill if the pupil has an area of 
talent that we have not yet 
covered (e.g. some pupils will 
play an instrument that they 
practise outside of school 
lessons or a dance routine 
created at a club). The best 
performance will be rewarded 
with a golden ticket in addition 
to an excelling grade. 

Summative assessment, 
performed to teacher/class 
following regular feedback at 
the point of learning 
throughout unit. Instant 
verbal feedback given. 
Grade/next steps recorded by 
pupil on assessment record 
sheet. 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Performance is clear and shows a sound level of skill and accuracy 
(e.g. singing is in tune and in time) 

Deep 
Excelling/ + 
grade 

 
Performance is entertaining and shows a high level of skill in the 
chosen area(s) of focus.  

Performance is worthy of a Golden Ticket 
 
 
 



 

 
 
 


