
 

KS3 PERFORMANCE/YEAR 7 DRAMA LEARNING JOURNEY 

TERM 1.1 GROWING PAINS 

Pupils explore social/emotional themes such as bullying, conflict, loyalty, lying, dares, focusing on how to resolve conflict and manage dilemmas.  They 
learn how to use dramatic techniques such as role play, freeze frame, thought track, devil and angel, physical theatre and eventually produce a 2-3 min 
‘Best Of’ drama performance linked to one of core topics. 

. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

 
Work cooperatively with a group to create a piece of drama using role play 

 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, create a piece of drama that shows some skill and knowledge of dramatic 
techniques 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

 Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process, take a lead role in a performance that showcases 
experimentation with a wide range of dramatic techniques. Excelling pupils will begin to act convincingly and engagingly. 

TERM 1.2 PHYSICAL THEATRE 

Pupils explore mime and physical comedy. They learn how to use key dramatic techniques such as stock character shaping, cross-talk, mime, 
choreographed stage combat, comedy set-pieces/routines and eventually create a 2-3 min ‘Best Of’ slapstick drama performance. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Work cooperatively with a group to create a piece of drama using physical comedy  

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, create a piece of drama that shows some skill and knowledge of dramatic 
techniques 
 

Deep 
Excelling/ + 
grade 

Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process, take a lead role in a performance that showcases 
experimentation with a wide range of dramatic techniques. Excelling pupils will create highly creative and entertaining comedy 
scenes/characters. 
 
 
 



 

 

TERM 2.1 SHORT SCRIPTS 

Pupils explore playscripts of different genre: pantomime, melodrama, horror, science fiction.  Pupils show and understanding of stagecraft/the page to 
stage process, as well as developing their acting skill. They then create 2-3 min ‘Best Of’ drama performance in response to one of these scripts. 

 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

 
Work cooperatively with a group to create a piece of drama from a script. 

 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, create a piece of drama that shows some skill and knowledge of the page to stage 
process. 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

 Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process, take a lead role in a performance that shows a 
creative and empathetic understanding of the script and page to stage process. Excelling pupils will begin to act convincingly and 
engagingly. 

TERM 2.2 SPEEDY SHAKESPEARE 

Pupils begin to explore Shakespeare. They apply new techniques (e.g. Elizabethan sword fighting) as well as show an understanding of The Bard’s plots, 
themes, characters and social /historical context. They then create a 2-3 min ‘Best Of’ drama performance inspired by Romeo and Juliet or Hamlet. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Work cooperatively with a group to create a piece of drama in response to a Shakespeare play.  

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, create a piece of drama that shows some skill and knowledge of dramatic 
techniques as well as plot, themes and characters of Shakespeare’s plays. 
 

Deep 
Excelling/ + 
grade 

Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process, take a lead role in a performance that showcases 
experimentation with a wide range of dramatic techniques. Excelling pupils will create highly creative and entertaining performance that 
shows a deep understanding of the stimulus. 



 

TERM 3.1 WORLD WAR TWO 

Pupils explore aspects of World War two such as the home front, evacuation, blitz, Holocaust and apply a wide range of dramatic skills in 
creative response. They then produce a 2-3 min ‘Best Of’ drama performance in response to the stimuli. 

Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Work cooperatively with a group to create a piece of drama that shows an understanding of the theme and awareness of basic 
dramatic techniques. 

 

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Make a valuable contribution to group problem solving, create a piece of drama that shows some dramatic skill and knowledge of 
the topic/theme/social historical context of WW2 

Deep 
(Excelling/ + 
grade) 

 Develop leadership skills and have a positive impact upon others/the group process and take a lead role in a performance that 
shows a creative and empathetic understanding of the script and page to stage process. Excelling pupils will begin to act 
convincingly and engagingly. 

TERM 3.2 GOLDEN TICKET 

Pupils create 2-3 min performance. This can be an improved version of a task from our curriculum or can showcase any other performance 
skill if the pupil has an area of talent that we have not yet covered (e.g. some pupils will play an instrument that they practise outside of school 
lessons or a dance routine created at a club). The best performances will be worthy of a Golden Ticket, which is a chance (optional) to perform 
at our end of year showcase at The Edge, as well as an ‘excelling’ grade and achievement points. 
Surface 
Developing/ - 
grade 

Create a music, drama or dance performance in a group or as a soloist.  

Achieving/ 0 
grade 

Performance is clear and shows a sound level of skill and accuracy (e.g. singing is in tune and in time) 

Deep 

Excelling/ + 
grade 

Performance is entertaining and shows a high l;evel of skill in the chosen area(s) of focus.  

Performance is worthy of a Golden Ticket 



 


