
KEY STAGE THREE PERFORMANCE CURRICULUM MAP 

Term Year 7 (2hr pw)  Year 8 (1hr pw)  

1.1 Growing pains 

Devising drama exploring key issues faced by 
our pupils, introducing core dramatic 
techniques. 

Singing 

Pupils are introduced to singing. They work in 
groups, pairs and as soloists to develop singing 
skills and build performance confidence. 

Singing 

Pupils build upon singing skills, using more 
advanced techniques and responding to a wider 
range of repertoire. They work in groups, pairs and 
as soloists to deepen singing skills and build 
performance confidence further. 

1.2 Physical Comedy 

Pupils begin to explore Physical Comedy 
through clowning, mime and slapstick. 
Existing repertoire used as stimuli. 

Notation and Keyboards 

Introduction to basic notation, note values, 
major minor chords, rhythm and pitch followed 
by basic keyboard skills. 

Notation and Keyboards 

Further study of notation and more advanced 
keyboard skills. Pupils aiming to read more complex 
scores and understand key signatures. 

2.1 Short scripts 

Pupils explore a range of short scripts of 
different genre, developing performance skills 
in different styles and access a wider range of 
existing repertoire. 

Ukulele 

Pupils introduced to Ukulele, strum patterns, 
finger placement and chord tabs. Pupils learn 
four chords that appear and a wide range of 
pop songs and apply them to varying degrees of 
success. 

Music genres and Cubase 

Pupils explore a range of music genre and identify 
key features. They compose using Cubase with 
more structure, completing templates with 
appropriate drum beat/time score for chosen genre. 

2.2 Speedy Shakespeare 

Pupils explore 2 of The Bard’s plays, focusing 
on plot, theme and character and applying 
new dramatic techniques, such a s 
Elizabethan sword fighting. 

Musical Theatre 

Pupils explore a range of existing repertoire and 
build 
choreography/dancing/sing/acting/directing 
skills necessary to create performance within 
the genre. 

Curious Incident 

Pupils begin to explore the plot and themes of the 
play, focusing on short extracts and the techniques 
of Frantic assembly. Physical movement work is 
choreographed to Dance music tracks from last 
term (80-100 BPM) 



3.1 World War Two 

Exploring facets of this event (Homefront, 
evacuation, blitz, holocaust) and applying a 
wide range of dramatic skills creative 
response 

Cubase 

Intro to digital composing and using Cubase 
software. Pupils respond to a brief and learn 
how to convey feeling/atmosphere through 
musical sound. 

Growing Old 

Pupils explore attitudes towards old age via a wide 
range of dramatic techniques, stimuli and existing 
repertoire. 

3.2 Golden Ticket 

Pupils are allowed to choose which facet of performing arts to focus on in creating their end of year assessment piece. The best pieces will be invited to 
perform at the annual performing arts showcase at The Edge. 

 


