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Key Knowledge – Identify the most important concepts and prioritise them 

1  Elements of Composition: Basic research, operation of the camera - AO1+ 3: Project aims to give students a basic overview of key photography terminology and practical 
knowledge of camera operation 
• I can show examples of different elements of composition and present my initial photography 

o (Surface – basic research and initial photography.) 
• I can take initial photos to demonstrate a basic understanding of some of the elements of photography. 

o (Mid – explaining how own photograph shows compositional features.) 
• I can demonstrate a clear understanding of a range of compositional elements in my own good quality photos 

o (Deep – explaining how good quality images demonstrates compositional elements.) 
2  Natural Forms: Refining and Presenting a Final Outcome - AO2 + 4: Project continues with development, refinement, and final outcomes 

• I can use lights and backgrounds to take images, and can edit these on Photoshop 
o (Surface –developing skills & knowledge of appropriate equipment & editing techniques.) 

• I can purposefully use appropriate photographic equipment to take successful images, and can demonstrate appropriate editing techniques 
o (Mid – refining ideas using appropriate equipment & editing techniques.) 

• I can skilfully use a range of appropriate equipment and editing techniques to take and edit high quality outcomes 
o (Deep – independently selecting and exploring appropriate techniques & methods .) 

Autumn Grade Trawl 
3  Portraits: Exploring Photographers & experimenting with ideas - AO1 + 2: Students are introduced to Portrait photographers & develop their ideas based on analysis of their work. 

• I can study the work of others and produce outcomes in the same style 
o (Surface – completing research & analysis and developing ideas.) 

• I can analyse the work of others and produce successful outcomes showing the influence of their work and my own ideas 
o (Mid – starting to combine influences and develop own ideas.) 

• I can demonstrate a clear and detailed understanding of others’ work and skilfully combine a range of ideas in high quality outcomes. 
o (Deep – making thoughtful links between research & analysis and my own creative direction.) 

4  Environments Part 1: Recording and developing Ideas – AO2 & 3: Students take photographs and experiment with a range of more sophisticated editing methods to develop their 
ideas. 
• I can take photos and demonstrate editing techniques using the influence of photographers 

o (Surface – developing editing skills to show influence of photographers.) 
• I can experiment with a variety of digital editing techniques to develop my ideas. 

o (Mid – testing ideas and recording with increasing control and purpose.) 
• I can select from a range of sophisticated editing techniques to purposefully develop my ideas 

o (Deep – recording in a more selective, creative way that supports a clear personal direction.) 
Spring Grade Trawl 

5  Environments Part 1 & 2:  Developing and Refining Ideas – AO1, 2 & 3: Students look at a different aspect of environments to show more range 
• I can develop my ideas by taking more photos showing another aspect of environments 

o (Surface – broader range and subject matter to show development.) 
• I can use the influence of other photographers when exploring another photoshoot on surfaces, pattern & textures. 

o (Mid – developing their ideas with purpose and understanding.) 
• I can skilfully develop & refine my ideas using the influence of others and my own ideas. 

o (Deep – developing & refining ideas showing a clear understanding of other influences and subject matter.) 
6  Environments Part 2: Presenting Personal and Purposeful Outcomes – AO4: Students complete & present project professionally, explaining their journey. 

• I can produce a range of final outcomes using the skills and knowledge learned throughout the project. 
o (Surface – producing a finished piece that shows key skills.) 

• I can present a wide range of successful final outcomes displaying understanding of the skills & knowledge gained throughout the year. 
o (Mid – showing care and thought in how I display and explain my process.) 

• I can explain how my personal response has clearly drawn on a range of influences and my own ideas and demonstrates a high level of technical skill. 
o (Deep – demonstrating a confident, personal and well-developed final outcomes.) 

Summer Grade Trawl 

Surfac
e 

Deep 

Surfac
e 

Deep 

Surfac
e 

Deep 

Surfac
e 

Deep 

Surfac
e 

Deep 

Surfac
e 

Deep 



 

 

Ye
ar

 1
1 

– 
D

ig
ita

l P
ho

to
gr

ap
hy

 
Half 
Term 

Key Knowledge – Identify the most important concepts and prioritise them 

1  Personalised Mock ESA Project: Developing and Recording Ideas - Students select a past paper theme and begin preparatory work for mock exam 
• I can choose a starting point from a past paper and begin exploring artists and photographers to inspire my work. 

o (Surface – starting to build ideas through research with guidance.) 
• I can take my own photos and try different editing methods to explore my theme in different ways. 

o (Mid – recording my ideas through photography, drawing and experiments.) 
• I can explain how my research and photos connect to my theme and how I want to develop a personal response. 

o (Deep – showing purposeful, independent idea development.) 
2  Personalised Mock ESA Project: Refinement and Realisation - AO2 + AO4: Students develop & complete final outcomes - mock assessment. 

• I can identify my most successful outcomes and improve them using practical and digital techniques. 
o (Surface – refining ideas with support.) 

• I can develop personal responses that link clearly to my research and preparatory work. 
o (Mid – producing a thoughtful, well-developed response.) 

• I can present final personalised outcomes that clearly communicate a message, shows originality, and reflects my whole creative journey. 
o (Deep – producing a personal, well-executed final response with purpose.) 

Autumn Grade Trawl 
3  ESA: Starting the Real Exam Project - Launch of AQA Externally Set Assignment (Component 2). Students choose one of 7 starting points. 

Spring 1 Focus: AO1 (Developing Ideas) + AO3 (Recording Observations) 
• I can explore and research artists, photographers, themes and/or secondary sources linked to my chosen ESA starting point. 

o (Surface – gathering useful references and starting to shape my idea.) 
• I can take photographs and use practical and digital methods or annotation to record ideas linked to my theme. 

o (Mid – recording visually in different ways to support development.) 
• I can develop an idea that is personal and meaningful, showing clear links to my research and the theme I’ve chosen. 

o (Deep – creating an original direction through thoughtful connections.) 
o  

4  ESA: Developing and Refining Outcomes - Students refine their work, plan their personal responses & finalise remaining preparatory work. 
Spring 2 Focus: AO2 (Refining Work) + AO4 (Presenting Outcomes) 

• I can improve my outcomes by experimenting with different photoshoot ideas ,editing techniques and compositions. 
o (Surface – refining ideas with teacher support based on earlier work.) 

• I can plan and develop a final outcome that clearly responds to my chosen exam question and theme. 
o (Mid – preparing a confident and well-developed personal response.) 

• I can critically reflect on my journey and justify how my work communicates a personal and original response to the exam theme. 
o (Deep – showing confident, independent thinking with clear creative intent and meaning.) 

Spring Grade Trawl 
5  ESA: Final Outcomes and 10 hour Controlled Assessment 

All AOs applied, with a particular focus on AO4 (presenting outcomes and realising intentions) – final 10-hour controlled assessment 
• I can use my planning and previous experiments to complete my exam project with care and accuracy. 

o (Surface – applying skills to complete a final project.) 
• I can respond to my chosen starting point in a creative, confident and personalised way using digital and practical methods & techniques. 

o (Mid – producing a resolved and thoughtful response to starting point.) 
• I can complete & present a final project that clearly communicates personal responses to my chosen starting point in a highly developed way 

o (Deep – showing a complete journey from idea to final outcome.) 
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