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Key Knowledge – Identify the most important concepts and prioritise them 
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Topic Title: Journeys of Discovery 
• To know the purpose of travel writing 
• To know that travel writing articles can be aimed at different audiences 
• To know what kinds of content to include in a travel writing article 
• To know the format of a travel writing article  
• To know the different kinds of stylistic features to include in travel writing articles – facts, opinions, addressing the reader 
• To know the meaning of a range of vocabulary that can be included in a travel writing article 
• To know how to use fronted adverbial phrases 
• To know how to use parenthetic asides 
• To know how figurative language is used in travel writing articles 
• To be able to structure a piece of travel writing – intro, paras with topic sentences and adverbials, ending linked back to the intro 
• To be able to develop relevant detail and tone in a travel writing article matching purpose and audience 
• To be able to use a range of vocabulary precisely and appropriately 
• To be able to use an accurate range of punctuation in a travel writing article 
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Topic Title: A Christmas Carol 
• To know relevant contextual details about Dickens’ life and Victorian England 
• To know the plot of the novella. 
• To know details about the main characters e.g. Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Fred, the ghosts 
• To know some key quotes for the main characters 
• To know how the character of Scrooge changes across the five staves  
• To know key vocabulary e.g. misanthropic, avaricious, altruistic, redemption, compassion, empathy. 
• To know how the key themes of poverty, family and Christmas are presented in the novella 
• To understand how Dickens uses characters to represent ideas e.g. Bob Cratchit represents exploited Victorian worker 
• To understand how Dickens uses motifs, imagery, symbolism and structure to show character and theme development 
• To understand how Dickens presents his viewpoints  on society and political beliefs through characters, themes and events 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer on a character or theme in the novella  
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Topic Title: Macbeth 
• To know the historical background of medieval Scotland (civil war, clans, thanes, succession, lineage, territories and castles). 
• To know the historical context of Jacobean England (King James I and Shakespeare’s relationship to him, beliefs of the time e.g. 

supernatural, divine right of kings and the great chain of being). 
• To know the main plot of the play 
• To know details about the main characters e.g. Macbeth, Lady Macbeth 
• To know some key quotes for these characters 
• To know some key vocabulary e.g. ambition, regicide, betrayal, hamartia, deception, unnatural 
• To know details about the characters of Banquo, Macduff, the witches and Malcolm 
• To know key quotes for these characters 
• To understand how the main characters are presented e.g. Macbeth – tragic hero; Lady Macbeth – devoted, ruthless wife and how 

they develop/change 
• To understand how key themes are presented e.g. power, ambition, violence 
• To understand how Shakespeare uses motifs, symbolism, imagery and structure to show character and theme development 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE extract answer on characters/mood and atmosphere 
• To be abe to write a GCSE essay answer on a character or theme in the play 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Topic Title: Poetry Anthology 
• To know what each poem is about 
• To know some relevant contextual details about each poet/poem 
• To know some key vocabulary for each poem 
• To know some poetic subject terminology 
• To know what theme(s) a poem links to 
• To understand 6-8 poems well 
• To know key quotes for 6-8 poems 
• To know how the poet uses poetic techniques in 6-8 poems 
• To understand how relevant contextual details have shaped the poet’s content and  viewpoints in the poem 
• To know how themes are presented in 6-8 poems and how poems are similar and/or different to each other 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer on a chosen theme 
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