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Key Knowledge – Identify the most important concepts and prioritise them 

1 

 

Topic Title: Families 
• To know some basic details about what makes a family and the different kinds of family units. 
• To know some basic biographical details of Charles Dickens. 
• To know some basic details about Victorian Poverty, The Poor Law and workhouses. 
• To have a basic knowledge of the plot of A Christmas Carol and the characters of Scrooge and the Cratchits. 
• To be able to discuss how families are presented orally and in writing. 
• To know and be able to use some poetic subject terminology: extended metaphor, simile, personification, poet, stanza, adjective, 

verb. 
• To be able to discuss a writer’s message in a text orally and in writing. 
• To be able to use PEE. 
• To be able to write descriptively: third person, zooming in, character, prepositions, adjectives, adverbs and figurative language. 
• To be able to use ambitious and precise vocabulary when writing descriptively. 
• To be able to select relevant and specific language and structural features to explore meanings. 
• To be able to use a range of sentence types and punctuation when writing descriptively: simple and complex sentences, fronted 

adverbials, prepositional phrases and punctuation for control. 

Autumn Grade Trawl 
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Topic Title: Your World 
• To know some environmental issues and factors surrounding them. 
• To know some environmentally linked vocabulary. 
• To know how to identify the audience and purpose of a text. 
• To understand how writers present their viewpoints in non-fiction writing. 
• To understand how writers use literary conventions and structures in formal letters and speeches: structure, intro, three ideas, 

conclusion, for OR against, use of persuasive techniques (facts, anecdotes, emotive opinions and how to use statistics 
purposefully). 

• To know what content to include in a speech/formal letter and how to develop it in detail. 
• To understand how to use vocabulary appropriately and precisely in a speech/formal letter: Standard English, formal language 

and tone. 
• To create non-fiction texts for specific audiences and purposes using appropriate literary conventions, structures and vocabulary. 
• To express ideas confidently and effectively to an audience. 
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Topic Title: Romeo and Juliet 
• To know some basic biographical details of William Shakespeare. 
• To know why Shakespeare is important to English Literature. 
• To know some basic details about Elizabethan England. 
• To have a basic knowledge of the plot and characters of Romeo and Juliet. 
• To have some understanding of Shakespearean language. 
• To know and be able to use some poetic subject terminology. 
• To know and be able to use the following vocabulary when discussing Romeo and Juliet: class, gender, conflict, violence, family, 

love, tragedy and grief. 
• To be able to discuss a writer’s message in a text. 
• To be able to pick out relevant quotations from a Shakespearean text. 
• To be able to write about quotations from a Shakespearean text. 
• To be able to use PEE effectively. 
• To be able to analyse extracts from the play looking at language, structure and imagery. 

Summer Grade Trawl 


