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Term Key Knowledge – Identify the most important concepts and prioritise them 
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Topic Title: Poetry Anthology (C1 Lit – Revision) 
 
• To know what each poem is about 
• To know some relevant contextual details about each poet/poem 
• To know some key vocabulary for each poem 
• To know some poetic subject terminology 
• To know what theme(s) a poem links to 
• To understand 6-8 poems well 
• To know key quotes for 6-8 poems 
• To know how the poet uses poetic techniques in 6-8 poems 
• To understand how relevant contextual details have shaped the poet’s content and  viewpoints in the poem 
• To know how themes are presented in 6-8 poems and how poems are similar and/or different to each other 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer on a chosen theme 
 
Fiction Reading Comprehension (C1 Language – Revision)) 
 
• To know how to search and find information for questions 0.1 - 0.4 
• To know how to set out an answer for the list question 0.1 
• To know how to answer questions 0.1-0.4 using the connective, quote, explain method 
• To understand the various kinds of questions 0.1 - 0.4 e.g. impressions of a character; how excitement/drama is created 
• To understand how to explain ‘what’ a writer says and ‘how’ a writer says it 

• To know how to answer question 0.5 e.g. where to start regarding the text 
• To understand how to evaluate characters, action or the ending of a story 
• To be able to complete a fiction comprehension past paper 
 
 
Narrative Writing (C1 Language – Revision) 
 
• To understand the basic conventions of a narrative – simple, plausible plot with problem and resolution; 1-3 main characters; 

setting; action; clear ending 
• To understand how to sequence ideas into paragraphs  
• To know how to develop characters through show not tell and dialogue 
• To know how to develop setting using figurative and precise vocabulary 
• To be able to use slow motion writing for moments of important action 
• To develop a plausible plot that meets the word count of 450 – 600 words 

• To be able to use VSSPS accurately and effectively 
• To complete a successful narrative using past paper titles under timed conditions 
 
 
 
Topic Title: Macbeth (C1 Lit – Revision) 
 
• To know the historical background of medieval Scotland (civil war, clans, thanes, succession, lineage, territories and castles). 
• To know the historical context of Jacobean England (King James I and Shakespeare’s relationship to him, beliefs of the time e.g. 

supernatural, divine right of kings and the great chain of being). 



• To know the main plot of the play 
• To know details about the main characters  
• To know some key quotes for these characters 
• To know some key vocabulary e.g. ambition, regicide, betrayal, hamartia, deception, unnatural 
• To know details about the characters of Banquo, Macduff, the witches and Malcolm 
• To know key quotes for these characters 
• To understand how the main characters are presented e.g. Macbeth – tragic hero; Lady Macbeth – devoted, ruthless wife and how 

they develop/change 
• To understand how key themes are presented e.g. power, ambition, violence 
• To understand how Shakespeare uses motifs, symbolism, imagery and structure to show character and theme development 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE extract answer on characters/mood and atmosphere 
• To be able to write a GCSE essay answer on a character or theme in the play 
 
 
Topic Title: A Christmas Carol (C2 Literature) 
 
• To know relevant contextual details about Dickens’ life and Victorian England 
• To know the plot of the novella. 
• To know details about the main characters e.g. Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Fred, the ghosts 
• To know some key quotes for the main characters 
• To know how the character of Scrooge changes across the five staves  
• To know key vocabulary e.g. misanthropic, avaricious, altruistic, redemption, compassion, empathy. 
• To know how the key themes of poverty, family and Christmas are presented in the novella 
• To understand how Dickens uses characters to represent ideas e.g. Bob Cratchit represents exploited Victorian worker 
• To understand how Dickens uses motifs, imagery, symbolism and structure to show character and theme development 
• To understand how Dickens presents his viewpoints  on society and political beliefs through characters, themes and events 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 

• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer on a character or theme in the novella 
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Non-Fiction Reading Comprehension (C2 Language - Revision) 
 
• To know how to search and find information for questions 1.1-1.6 
• To be able to answer questions 1.1 and 1.3 
• To know how to answer questions using the connective, quote, explain method 
• To understand the different kinds of questions e.g. How does a writer…; finding information from 2 texts; evaluating 

• To understand how to explain ‘what’ a writer says and ‘how’ a writer says it 
• To be able to complete a non-fiction comprehension past paper 

 
Non Fiction Writing (C2 Language – Revision) 
• To understand the basic conventions of how to write a letter, article and speech – layout, content, formal/informal register 
• To know basic details on writing for different purposes and audiences 
• To know some basic persuasive writing devices 
• To understand how to sequence ideas into paragraphs  - intro, 3 ideas, conclusion 
• To know how to develop content  and ideas for each paragraph and structure them cohesively 
• To know how to develop stylistic features to meet different purposes e.g. counter arguments, anecdotes, facts, expert quotes and 

opinions 
• To know how to develop tone and register to meet the purpose and audience 



• To be able to use VSSPS accurately and effectively 
 
An Inspector Calls  (C2 Literature - Revision) 
 

• To know some contextual details about the time the play was set e.g. women, working classes, Titanic, labour unrest, war 
• To know some contextual details about the time the play was written e.g. WW1, WW2, women, working classes 
• To know some basic biographical details about JB Priestley 
• To know the plot of all 3 acts of the play 
• To know basic details about each of the main characters in the play 
• To know the differences between capitalism and socialism; working, middle and upper class 
• To be able to discuss how the main characters in the play symbolise groups of people and political ideas e.g. Mr Birling, 

Gerald Croft – capitalism; Inspector Goole – socialism; Eva Smith working classes; Mrs Birling, Gerald Croft – upper classes 
• To be able to discuss how Priestley uses symbolism – Titanic, iceberg, bees, Eva Smith, disinfectant, engagement ring, younger 

generation, doorbell, war. 
• To know and be able to discuss Priestley’s political messages regarding socialism, capitalism, equality, and social 

responsibility 
• To be able to discuss how themes are presented in the play e.g. responsibility, power, generational differences, social class, 

and inequality 
• To be able to use tier two vocabulary confidently e.g. capitalism, socialism, prejudice, hypocrisy, exploitation, infantilized, 

compassion 
• To be able to discuss how Priestley uses structural and theatrical features e.g. beginning and end - doorbell and phone call, offering 

a drink to Gerald, complimenting Gerald, engagement ring, lighting, arrival of Inspector, stage direction use of pauses, broken 
speech, tone, interruptions, repetition 

• To know key quotes for characters 
•  To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 
• To be able to write a GCSE essay on a given character or theme 

 
Topic Title: A Christmas Carol (C2 Literature  - Revision) 
 
• To know relevant contextual details about Dickens’ life and Victorian England 
• To know the plot of the novella. 
• To know details about the main characters e.g. Scrooge, Bob Cratchit, Tiny Tim, Fred, the ghosts 
• To know some key quotes for the main characters 
• To know how the character of Scrooge changes across the five staves  
• To know key vocabulary e.g. misanthropic, avaricious, altruistic, redemption, compassion, empathy. 
• To know how the key themes of poverty, family and Christmas are presented in the novella 
• To understand how Dickens uses characters to represent ideas e.g. Bob Cratchit represents exploited Victorian worker 
• To understand how Dickens uses motifs, imagery, symbolism and structure to show character and theme development 
• To understand how Dickens presents his viewpoints  on society and political beliefs through characters, themes and events 
• To be able to analyse quotes focussing on language, structure, form, imagery and tone 

• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer on a character or theme in the novella 
 
Topic Title: Unseen Poetry (C2 Lit) 
 
• To know how to use punctuation to read an unseen poem 
• To know how to identify the theme in the question and look for examples of the themes in the poems 
• To know how to use quote, explain and zoom in  
• To be able to use poet, stanza, lines when writing about the poems 
• To be able to explain the meaning of quotes referring to poetic techniques e.g. simile, metaphor, personification, alliteration 
• To be able to explain the effect of structural devices e.g. tone change, line,  rhyming couplet, tercet, quatrain, free verse, alternate 

rhyme, enjambment, caesura repetition 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• To be able to zoom in on key vocabulary and explain its effect 
• To know how to use the ‘quote sandwich’ method to link poems together 

• To be able to write a GCSE exam answer comparing two unseen poems 
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