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Term 

Key Knowledge 

1 
and 

2  

Topic Title – What is a geographer? 
• Locate and name the worlds continents and oceans 
• Begin to identify human and physical features of localities 
• Describe places using latitude and longitude 
• Explain how our understanding of the planet has changed over time 
• Use a variety of sources eg OS Maps, scale, grid references, height, direction and aerial photos  
• Conduct fieldwork in the school locality 

3  

 

Topic Title – Are we running out of natural resources? 
• Identify the four spheres of the earth and how people use the natural resources in them 
• Understand the concepts of weathering, geological time,  
• Describe how rocks are weathered and the input into soils 
• Explain how biomes are formed by the interaction of the earth’s spheres 
• Classify and evaluate sources of renewable energy and non-renewable energy 

4 

 
 
 

Topic Title – Weather and Climate 
• Define the difference between weather and climate 
• Understand the basic principles, patterns and processes of weather and climate in the UK 
• Describe the characteristics of a depression and anticyclone 
• Explain how the weather affects people 
• Apply the synoptic code to give a weather forecast 
• Interpret climate graphs and link these to the physical landscape of the UK 

5 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Title – What is an economy? 
• Identify physical and human features of a locality and link to location of industry using aerial photos and maps 
• Understand the basic principles of the economy, globalisation, containerisation and economic sectors 
• Classify jobs into economic sectors 
• Explain industry as a system 
• Consider the causes of economic change over time 
• Justify the location of manufacturing industry 

6 

 

Topic Title – How does Ice shape the world? 
• Understand the geological timescale 
• Locate the changing distribution of ice sheets 
• Identify physical and human characteristics of a glaciated locality using an OS Map 
• Describe the formation of a glacier as a system 
• Explain how processes of erosion create landforms 
• Discuss how people use glaciated locations 
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Topic Title – What is development? 
• Locate and name the countries of the Middle East Region 
• Understand the concept of development  
• Describe the physical and human causes of poverty 
• Explain why countries and regions struggle to develop within a HIC and a LIC 
• Discuss the social and economic impacts of uneven development 
• Assess the impact of international aid and other organisations in a LIC 

2  

 

Topic Title – Why are rivers important? 
• Identify the features of the source and mouth of the River Tees though OS maps and aerial photos 
• Understand the water cycle and processes in a drainage basin,  
• Describe the four processes of erosion and transportation 
• Explain how humans use the drainage basin both positively and negatively 
• Evaluate the different ways that humans respond to flood risk through a case study in York 

3 

 
 
 

Topic Title – How are populations changing? 
• Describe global population change and distribution of population using a variety of techniques 
• Understand that population changes over time due to a variety of factors eg government intervention 
• Explain the reasons for population control measures in some countries 
• Discuss the importance of the DTM and apply it to different locations around the world 
• Evaluate the main migratory routes through a case study of Central American migration 
• Apply knowledge of historical population change to the urbanisation of Wigan and the growth of the town 
• Suggest impacts of urbanisation in LICs and HICs 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Title – What happens where the land meets the sea? 
• Identify physical and human features of a locality (Holderness Coast) 
• Utilise maps at a variety of different scales  
• Explain the four processes of erosion and transportation and compare to rivers 
• Consider different viewpoints about the need for coastal management 
• Apply knowledge of weathering to rates of coastal erosion 
• Evaluate successes and failures of different coastal management strategies 

5 

 

Topic Title – How is Asia being transformed? 
• Locate the countries of Asia 
• Identify key features of Asia’s physical landscape, climate, environment, population distribution and economy 
• Explain the features and reasons for physical challenges in Asia and compare to other localities 
• Discuss the economic importance of Asia 
• Review the interdependence of Asia with the rest of the world 
• Apply understanding of urbanisation to a LIC city 
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Topic Title – How are people and the environment linked in Brazil? 
• Locate the physical and human geography features of Brazil 
• Explain how population distribution is linked to physical features 
• Discuss the social and economic impacts of human interference in the rainforest 
• Explain how adaptations work to aid survival 
• Assess the significance of development in Rio 
• Evaluate the opportunities and challenges of urbanisation 

2  

 

Topic Title – Can we ever know enough about volcanoes and earthquakes to live safely? 
• Describe the distribution of tectonic hazards 
• Explain the theory of continental drift and the evidence for it  
• Explain the theory of plate tectonics and the geographical features associated with the three different types of plate boundary 
• Explain how people manage risk in tectonic areas 
• Make connections with the severity of hazards and the physical and human geography of the region 

3 

 

Topic Title – Is the geography of Russia a curse or a benefit? 
• Locate the physical and human geography features of Russia 
• Use maps to analyse the climate, biomes, population distribution and economy 
• Explain the interdependence between population and biomes 
• Discuss how the size and physical geography of Russia limit its development 
• Evaluate the significance of both human and physical features on the country, its people and its future 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Title – What are the conflicting views of the world? 
• Identify physical and human characteristics of place in Africa 
• Utilise data at a variety of scales to map physical and human features of the continent 
• Explain and understand the geographical similarities, differences and links between places 
• Consider how the main causes of uneven development cause social, economic and environmental challenges 
• Discuss how people can be the cause and solution to problems 
• Assess if progress and development is ever sustainable 

5 

 

Topic Title – What is the planet’s future? 
• Identify the key challenges facing the planet – climate change, overpopulation, gender inequality 
• Explain the concept of consumerism and consumption 
• Explain the challenges faced with the connection between the earth’s spheres and humans  
• Discuss the regions of the world that are most at risk 
• Consider how solutions such as international agreements can be used to mitigate challenges 
• Investigate controversial global issues 
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Topic Title – Urban Issues and Challenges 
• Locate the human geography features of Manchester and Lagos 
• Explain the global pattern of urban change. Urban trends in different parts of the world including HICs and LICs including the emergence 

of mega cities 
• Explain the factors affecting the rate of urbanisation - migration (push - pull theory), natural increase 
• Discuss how urban growth creates opportunities and challenges for cities in LICs and NEEs.  
• Assess how urban change in cities in the UK leads to a variety of social, economic and environmental opportunities and challenges. 
• Evaluate the issues surrounding urban sustainability including management of resources and transport. 

2  

 

Topic Title – Economic World 
• Know the value of different social and economic indicators of development 
• Explain why there are global variations in economic development and quality of life. 
• Explain and assess the various strategies exist for reducing the global development gap.   
• Explain why some LICs or NEEs are experiencing rapid economic development leading to significant social, environmental and cultural 

change.  
• Review and predict how major changes in the economy of the UK have affected and will continue to affect employment patterns and 

regional growth. 
• Evaluate how different strategies may impact the inequalities of development 

3 

 

Topic Title – Resource management 
• Explain why food, water and energy are fundamental to human development. 
• Discuss the significance of resources to well being.   
• Explain why the changing demand and provision of resources in the UK creates opportunities and challenges. 
• Suggest why demand for water resources is rising globally but supply can be insecure, which may lead to conflict. 
• Evaluate how different strategies can be used effectively to increase water supply. 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Title – Rivers 
• Identify the major patterns of geology and relief of the UK 
• Explain how the shape of river valleys changes as rivers flow downstream.  
• Explain how distinctive fluvial landforms result from different physical processes 
• Evaluate how different management strategies can be used to protect river landscapes from the effects of flooding. 
• Apply knowledge river landforms to OS map 

5 

 

Topic Title – Coasts 
• Identify the key physical processes shaping the coastline 
• Explain how distinctive coastal landforms are the result of rock type, structure and physical processes  
• Discuss how different management strategies can be used to protect coastlines from the effects of physical processes. 
• Evaluate the success of coastal management strategies on the Holderness Coastline 
• Apply knowledge of coastal landforms to OS maps 
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Topic Title – The Challenges of Natural Hazards 
• Know and describe the location of natural hazards with focus on case studies of Nepal,  Japan and Philippines 
• Explain the global pattern of plate tectonics and atmospheric hazards. Compare and contrast effects and responses to hazards 
• Explain the evidence for and factors affecting the rate of climate change and assess the relative importance of natural vs human causes 
• Discuss why people choose to live in areas at rick from hazards 
• Evaluate the strategies to reduce the risk of natural hazards 
• Evaluate the issues surrounding the planning, prediction, monitoring and protection. 

2  

 

Topic Title – Living World 
• Describe the distribution of the worlds biomes 
• Explain the theory of continental drift and the evidence for it  
• Explain the theory of plate tectonics and the geographical features associated with the three different types of plate boundary 
• Explain how people manage risk in tectonic areas 
• Make connections with the severity of hazards and the physical and human geography of the region 

3 

 

Topic Title – Fieldwork 
• Know and use a variety of sampling, data collection and presentation methods and justify their use, including quantitative and qualitative 

methods 
• Use maps to geolocate data 
• Explain the management of risks 
• Assess the suitability of different data collection and presentation methods 
• Justify the choice of location, data collection and hypothesis of human and physical fieldwork 
• Evaluate the usefulness of the data collection techniques, analysis and data presentation techniques in reaching a valid conclusion 

4 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Topic Title – Pre-Release 
• Identify the positives and negatives of an unseen development 
• Utilise data and maps at a variety of scales to map physical and human features, to interpret costs and to make a judgement about the 

relative success or failure of a project 
• Consider how the views of different stakeholders can cause social, economic and environmental challenges 
• Discuss how people can be the cause and solution to problems 
• Assess the likely costs and benefits of a project in terms of social, economic and environmental viewpoints 


