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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to the ninth edition of The Standish 

Standard this year 

 

 

 

Last week, we enjoyed our annual shirt signing event on the 

astroturf but with the addition this year of a specially organised 

charity football match between the two halves of Year 11 in 

order to raise money for Awareness for Alex. You can read 

more about the events from page 2, but I'd just like to publicly 

thank the staff and students who helped to organise the events 

and congratulate all the participants and spectators: it made me 

incredibly proud to see how wonderfully all involved behaved 

on the day - it really showed the best of our school. 

 

We have a theme of leadership this time in our fortnightly sports round up - with news of our sports 

leaders and their recent netball event as well as our referees and coaches too - all starting on page 

13. We also have news of cover star Jude on page 11 who is a British champion at wrestling and 

our Year 7 netball stars on page 10. 

 

Moving on, a few messages for you all: firstly, a special thank you goes to Gabi who has written a 

piece of travel writing for us in this edition after her recent trip to London (page 12). We have news 

of our school flags landing in Antarctica on page 9 and we also have lots of Year 11 jumpers that 

have been donated to school so if any Year 10 students would like one, please see Mrs Butler in 

Student reception. And lastly, we're all looking forward to the performance department's next 

musical production after the announcement of their next big number. I'll not spoil the surprise, turn 

to page 18 to find out what it's going to be! 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend! 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Year 11 Celebrations 

There was a fantastic atmosphere on Friday afternoon, before half term, as the Year 11 football 

match in memory of Alex Crook took place on Club Wembley.  The whole school community were 

invited to spectate and cheered loudly as the teams were led out by Year 8, Oliver M, and the team 

managers who certainly looked the part in their smart suits and shades!  After a nervy start, it was 

0-0 at half time; both LANGU and TECHK scored to finish the game 1-1 and a thrilling penalty shoot-

out took place.  Congratulations to TECHK for sneaking the win and Head Prefect Charlie for all his 

organisation!   

It was wonderful to share the experience with Alexôs family who accepted a cheque from Head 

Prefect, Isabelle, for £1,129.73, raised by her fabulous raffle last term.  The match was played with 

great spirit and epitomised what Standish Community High School is all about! 

The Year 11 students then had the opportunity to sign shirts, thank staff and collect their leavers 

hoodies.  It was a great end to a brilliant afternoon! 
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 Standish High in Antarctica! 

Our Standish Community High School flags 

have finally arrived in Antarctica and what a 

journey they have been on!   

 

They were taken to South Georgia by Katie 

Wells, a marine biologist. 

 

Well done to Zach and Daisy Mai in Year 7 

who designed the winning flags. 
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Mental Health Week 

To celebrate Mental Health Week, our Year 7 Wellbeing Ambassadors have been carrying out 

Random Acts of Kindness.   

Sweets have been shared with students, our main reception visitors and with members of the public 

along the Mineral Line. 

Well done for supporting community wellbeing and making a difference! 

 

Year 7 Netball Stars! 

Year 7 students, Sophie and Helena, represented their netball team, Bury, 

at the weekend in a competitive academy tournament. They did 

exceptionally well and came runners up, only losing out in the final from the 

eight teams competing.  

Well done girls.  You worked so hard all weekend! 
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British Champion Jude! 

Here is our Year 7 student Jude receiving his gold 

medal at the Wrestling British Championships last 

weekend at the Etihad Stadium. We are very 

proud of Jude and all his hard work and 

commitment has paid off to become Under 13 

Freestyle Wrestling British Champion!  Jude has 

been wrestling for seven years and absolutely 

loves it, but he especially likes competing. He is 

hoping to travel to Finland in December if he 

maintains his high standards.  Good luck Jude! 
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Lovely London  

Year 10 student, Gabi, shares her thoughts with us after her recent visit to countryôs capital. If any 

other students would like to contribute a piece of travel writing or any other work, please get in touch!  

 

London, a lively city in the heart of the South 

of the United Kingdom. An ideal place to visit 

if you are on holiday. From shopping at Oxford 

Street, to walking round all the top designer 

shops: Dover Street Market, and the flagship 

stores along Bond Street.  

Knightsbridge and Mayfair are known for their 

luxury shopping districts, with Harrods, Harvey 

Nichols, and high-end brands like Lulu 

Guinness, Jimmy Choo, and Christian 

Louboutin. London is a great place to visit!  

Firstly, Buckingham Palace is well worth a visit, because when the royal family isnôt there, you are 

welcomed to go inside and visit their home! 

Secondly, the British Museum is also worth visiting - as it has a lot of history and fun games and 

places and new things to explore.   

Moreover, Big Ben is the nickname for the Great Bell of the Great Clock of Westminster - which 

stands at the north end of the Palace of Westminster in London. Although, there is a lot to see from 

the inside, it's beautiful; you are allowed to go inside Big Ben which is very popular!  

Overall, I think London is an amazing place to visit as it is a home to some beautiful parks and green 

places as well as being one of 

the most multicultural cities in 

the world. If you love Harry 

Potter then London is also for 

you; there is a Harry Potter 

World which you can go and 

visit and go behind the scenes 

to get a glimpse of a world of 

witches and wizards. I also 

suggest a trip up to the river or 

maybe even the Skuna 

Floating Igloo in Canary Wharf. 

and you can then see all the 

sights.  
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News from PE 
Ellie and William are back with our sporting updatesé 

Sport Leaders Praised  

Following the success of our Netball Leaders at an event earlier in the term at a primary school, we 

were asked to provide Leaders for the schoolôs sports day.  Miss Leitch said, óThe Sport Leaders 

were great at the sports day at a local primary school in Aspull.  They were thanked by all who 

worked with them. They were super support for each class teacher and Mr Gallagher, headteacher, 

thanked them all for their help.ô 
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Outstanding Referees  

Some of our Football Sport Leaders received outstanding praise from 

Wigan Athletic Community Trust and local primary schools. óThey 

showed maturity, excellent initiative and were fabulous with the 

younger students, showing outstanding professionalism throughout 

the events.ô Well done to our KS3 football referees completing two 

events for Wigan School Games.  

 

 

 

 

Sports Leaders Coaching and Officiating Netball 

Netball Sport Leaders were in action at two recent events for Wigan School Games.  They led netball 

skill sessions for local primary schools to prepare them for a netball festival which our Leaders 

helped to organise and umpired. They then were the umpires and scorers for the competitive Wigan 

Schoolsô Netball event in May. They received excellent praise from staff attending and the Wigan 

Schoolsô Games Coordinator, Mr Edwards.  
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We look ahead to more events in June and July in rounders, athletics and our school sports days.  
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Football News 

Year 8 lost in the final of the Greater Manchester 

Plate, 4-3 to a last-minute penalty. Player of the 

match was Henry S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 B team drew 2-2 with Hawkley Hall in 

the Wigan league, player of the match William 

W. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Extra-curricular Clubs 

Our rounders and athletics clubs continue this term but we also have netball returning on 

Wednesday after school until 4:15pm for KS3. We have an excellent netball player and ex-student, 

Chloe, returning to support our netball teams.  
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Rugby News  

 

A gallant effort from the girls against a Bedford team who are off to the national finals in two weeks. 

They were beaten 20-0. A great team effort and Elizabeth W has been identified for the Warriors 

Pathway Programme. Well done, Elizabeth! 

 

Community Opportunity  

Inspired Gym, located opposite Lidl in Standish, are a small independent gym focused on giving 

people the perfect environment to achieve their goals. They believe in the promotion of mental and 

physical health, and they work with the local community to enrich the lives around us.  

The gym offers Under 16 Membership, day passes, kidsô boxing and 1-1 personal training.  For all 
information, check out their website at inspiredgym.club. 

 

2025 Believe Sports Awards 

The Annual Believe Sports Awards celebration will 

return to The Edge Conference Centre on Saturday 

20th September.  The ceremony, which is hosted by 

the Wigan Councilôs Be Well Leisure and Wellbeing 

Service and sponsored by JJH Building Contractors 

Ltd, will once again shine a spotlight on the top 

performers, inspirational achievers and unsung 

heroes of the grassroots scene.  Residents can now 

nominate the individuals, teams, clubs and groups 

they feel are worthy of recognition at Believe Sports Awards | Be Well 

https://bewellwigan.org/sporting-futures/believesportsawards/
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News from Performance 
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News from The Futures Team 

 
Speakers for Schools have been busy planning and scheduling a large variety of Virtual WEX (work 

experience) for June and July with a range of exciting employers. These include everything from Ant 

Farming, Film, Creative, Architecture and Gaming, to Marine Conservation, Hospitality, Fitness and 

Animal Keeping and much more!  

There are many virtual placements available to spark the interest of every student. The placements 

are during school time and, as such, are only available to Year 11 students after their GCSE 

examinations. 

For more information, please visit Menu of Summer VWEX which is open to all Year 11 students 

throughout the UK. It is advisable for students to apply early and crucially for educators to review 

the applications as soon as possible.  Placements may close early if capacity is reached.  

 

https://www.canva.com/design/DAGooYWxyJc/FQilAHDu49DClB_3qwQGig/view?utm_content=DA%5b%E2%80%A6%5dhare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h50b38895d5
https://www.canva.com/design/DAGooYWxyJc/FQilAHDu49DClB_3qwQGig/view?utm_content=DA%5b%E2%80%A6%5dhare&utm_medium=link2&utm_source=uniquelinks&utlId=h50b38895d5
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News from ADT 

The ADT department would like to make all students in Years 9 to 11 aware of the Art Exhibitions 

taking place at Wigan & Leigh College and Winstanley College.  Make sure you look out for some 

designs from our previous students! 
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News from Student Services 

Wigan Council are inviting parents and carers of children and young people with additional needs 

to let them know about their experiences.  Please use the QR code below to have your say and help 

shape and improve our local SEND services. 
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Attendance Celebrations 

Mrs Roberts with the updates for the previous fortnighté 

 

 

Congratulations to the forms listed below who have gained the most 

entries in the wheel of fortune this half term.  

 

7U and 7N with 42 entries each 

8L with 50 entries 

9E with 42 entries 

10U and 10K with 39 entries each 

 

One entry is gained by each student who attends school 100% for the whole of week A and week 

B. The winning forms from each year group will be provided with an early lunch pass for their form 

for two days each next week, so see if your form can win this last half term! Keep up the good work 

and remember - every day matters! 

 

The winners selected by the wheel of fortune last week for 100% attendance for the previous 

fortnight are listed below. They have had an early lunch pass for themselves and friend. Well done! 

 

Year Group Winner 

7 Toni S 

8 Lois W 

9 Jasmine C 

10 Emma T 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
26 

 
 

 

 

 

Weekly Form Attendance Competition 

Well done to the following forms for having the highest attendance w/c 12th May. 

 

Well done to the following forms for having the highest attendance w/c 19th May. 
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Well done to the following forms for having the great attendance compared to the entire school, w/c 

19th May. Please see below for a snapshot of the weekly leaderboard. 

 

Finally, we wanted to thank you for all the hard work and support in encoraging your child to have 

good attendance. As a result we are very proud to have been awarded two certificates for excellent 

attendance in the Autumn Term, both nationally and when compared to similar schools. 
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

When Wesley Evans discovers the dead body of his neighbour, 

Rachel Kohl, he and his friends suspect foul play. They were at a 

surprise 40th birthday party for Rachel the night before, and the 

entire guest list are suspects. Even Wesleyôs own mum! One 

of Rachelôs friends insists on a traditional Nine Night set-up, to put 

Rachelôs ghost, or duppy, to rest. Over the next nine nights, as the 

friends gather, Wesley, Margot and Josie investigate. They 

discover that Rachel had a lot of secrets, and so do the 

suspects. But was her death really murder? And who is the 

mysterious hooded figure who was hanging around outside her 

house that fatal night?  

 

 

 

KS4 Recommended Read  

Ten strangers trapped in a television studio 

Forty-two remote cameras 

Five dead bodies 

One rule: Trust no one 

Big Brother meets Mafia, Lie or Die pits contestants against each 

other as they try to discover who is a murderous agent and who is 

an innocent player. But when contestants start to turn up dead 

(the real kind, not the fake kind), Kass realises that not being 

eliminated and winning the game is the least of her worries. No 

longer a game of truth and lies, Kass and her friends are in a fight 

for survival. óRealityô just got very real. 

 

 

 

 

Happy Reading! 
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For more information, please visit Our Town Directory 

The Our Town Directory is a central hub designed to enhance our community's access to local 

support and activities. It was designed after we became aware of feedback from residents that 

they wanted a single, comprehensive place to search for local support and things to do in the 

communities where they live.  

The Our Town Directory brings together listings from council services, local businesses, 

community groups, and charities. It helps residents connect with local services such as childcare, 

foodbanks, safeguarding support, health and fitness, and various activities within their 

communities.  

Why donôt you explore the Our Town Directory and use the search facility to find example listings ï 

for example, just try typing 'digital inclusion' in the search bar, or use the 'Things to do' function to 

search for events happening within the next 7 days. This should inspire you with the types of 

events and support services. Search results can also be refined further by location or post code so 

you can easily find activities in your local area. 

For more information, please visit Our Town Directory 

 

https://directory.wigan.gov.uk/kb5/wigan/fsd/home.page
https://directory.wigan.gov.uk/kb5/wigan/fsd/home.page
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that itôs not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type ï Lupin ï Kiwi ï Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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About SafeCall 

SafeCall is a free, confidential and anonymous helpline and support service for young people and 

family members that are affected by missing persons, county lines and criminal exploitation. 

The service is open 9am to 11pm; 7 days a week. 

Contact 116 000 to find out how we can support you. 
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Parent Consultation Meetings 2024-2025 

Please find below the dates of the parent/carers-teacher meetings this academic year. We actively 

encourage students to attend all evenings with their parent/carer so that they can hear first-hand 

about the successes in their subject areas and what needs to be done to improve further. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year Group Date 
10 (2nd invite only) Thursday 3rd July 2025 

 

Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their childôs usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community 

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our 

school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off 

and pick up.  Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do 

not block pavements and driveways?  Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of 

your speed.  We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident. 

Many thanks for your support and consideration. 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about whatôs going on at Standish, 

why not follow our new Instagram account? Our handle is 

@standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If youôre more of a QR 

Code type of person, weôve got one of those too! 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-family-sharing/
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Uniform Plea 

Can you please donate any school uniform that your child has grown out of as we are particularly 

short of blue jumpers, white shirts, skirts and trousers.  We need spare uniform to help our young 

people start the day well and to sort any issues quickly that occur during the day.  We do not need 

any Year 11 jumpers at this moment in time.  Please ask your child to bring any donated uniform to 

student reception.  Items can also be left at our main reception. 

Many thanks! 
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Joyful June 

Letôs look for whatôs good. 
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