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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to the third edition of The Standish 

Standard this year. 

 

Another jam-packed edition contains news of our 

Year 11 mock results assembly (page 3) as well as the fantastic 

news of our celebratory evening for the students who have 

successfully completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze awards 

(page 12). Well done to all! 

 

We also have lots of charity work going on ï for example, you 

can support our Year 11 student, Sofia, with her March in March 

(page 12) and we have also presented Alexôs Dad with a 

cheque to dad for £1835.78 contributing to Awareness for Alex 

(page 6). Weôll be selling raffle tickets after half term for our 

amazing raffle ï so look out for more information after half term.  

 

In English news, we have a fascinating interview with Joel who is leading the way in the Sparx 

Reader leaderboards (page 10) and news of a creative writing workshop courtesy of the Portico 

Library (page 9). In sporting news, Iôd like to add my congratulations to the praise that Theo, in Year 

7, has been getting for his success in the GM indoor athletics team regional finals (page 8). And 

well done also to the Year 8 football team who are through to quarter finals after their latest victory 

(page 18). Finally, we have released the tickets for our school production of Matilda ï head to page 

13 for the details on how to order yours. 

 

Best wishes to the geography students currently on their trip in Naples and I wish you and everyone 

else a safe and restful half term! 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  

 

Please be respectful of our neighbours and community 

Unfortunately, we have had a number of concerns raised by our neighbours and members of our 

school community regarding the movement of cars close to the school site during school drop off 

and pick up.  Can we please ask that you park respectfully when waiting for your child and you do 

not block pavements and driveways?  Due to the congestion at certain times, please be mindful of 

your speed.  We do not wish for any of our school community to be involved in a traffic accident. 

Many thanks for your support and consideration. 
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Year 11 Mock Results Assembly 

On Wednesday morning our wonderful Year 11 students gathered for a motivational assembly by 

Mrs Barker and Mr Peters.  Supported by their form tutors, the students were presented individually 

with their mock GCSE examination results.  The students were pleased with their grades but are 

determined to achieve even higher grades in the summer.  Hard work is definitely paying off but 

there is still time to improve even more. 

We are very proud of all our Year 11 students!   
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News from Art, Design and Technology 

Year 9 SKATE! 

Miss Marsden and Miss Coventry's Year 9 product designers have been producing some 

phenomenal designs and practical work as part of their SKATE! project.  

After researching artists and designers linked to skateboarding such as Jim Philips, students created 

their own custom designs combining their own drawings and the use of Photoshop. In the workshop 

they have utilised various bench skills and equipment to sublimate, laminate, press, cut and sand 

their decks.  

They have since moved onto to working using C.A.D/C.A.M to design and prototype a display stand 

which they will be manufacturing soon! We can't wait to see the results! 

#futuredesigners #creativefutures #workshop #productdesign #innovation  
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Awareness For Alex 

It was an honour to welcome Mr Crook to Standish Community High School to share the amount we 

have raised so far for Awareness for Alex.  Alex was a much-loved member of our school community, 

and we are proud to support his family in raising the awareness of the dangers of unsupervised 

open water safety. The £1,835.78 raised so far will help to provide much needed lifesaving 

equipment at Scotmanôs Flash.   

Led by Head Prefect Isabelle, we will be hosting a raffle after half term with some fantastic prizes 

donated by businesses in our local community.  Tickets will be £2 per strip and will be available from 

Head Prefects Isabelle and Charlie, Mrs Charnock in the LRC and school reception.  All money 

raised will be donated to Awareness for Alex.  
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Fantastic Theo! 

We are all super proud of our Year 7 student Theo who was 

selected to take part in  the Greater Manchester athletics team in 

the regional indoor athletics finals last weekend. 

Theo originally competed in the indoor athletics championships 

against many other athletes at under-13s level across Greater 

Manchester, leaving the competition with a fabulous two silver 

medals and a bronze medal in his three events!  This resulted in 

selection for the regional indoor finals.   

Theo had a fantastic time at the finals and in the indoor four laps 

heat, he came in at 2nd place to secure a place in the final and a 

fabulous 3rd place.  Theo was also selected for the boys 4 x 2 lap 

relay, who won the event!  This contributed to the under-13s boys 

coming 2nd place overall. 

Well done Theo.  Keep up the hard work! 
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Creative Writing Workshop 

Last year, after former student Scarlett GJ won the 

prestigious Portico writing award, Standish Community 

High School got the chance to invite a published writer in 

to work with some of our students on a creative writing 

workshop. Students were nominated by their teachers - 

and also included the students who regularly contribute 

creative writing to this bulletin through Mrs Coleman-

Brown's creative writing club.  

Jack worked with the students in the LRC and the students 

involved were all unanimous in their praise for the session. 

Laura R remarked, ñIt was useful when you need to think 

of how to start a story and create a character.ò Mrs 

Charnock, our school librarian who assisted Jack during 

the afternoon, said, "It was lovely to see how much the 

students got out of the session. They really produced some wonderful work!"  Thanks to Jack and 

everyone at the Portico Library in Manchester. Stay tuned for details of this year's entries from 

Standish students! 
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Sparx Reader 

Over the last few weeks, the English department at Standish have launched Sparx Reader for all 

students. Miss Vizard caught up with Joel in Year 9 to find out what he thinks about Sparx Reader 

so faré 

Miss Vizard: Let's get the important thing out the way first, 

what is your Sparx name?  

Joel: Joel the Champ! 

Miss Vizard: What was your first, initial thought when you 

heard me tell you about using Sparx reader for 

homework?  

Joel: I didnôt really know if I was going to like I because I 

donôt usually like reading.  

Miss Vizard: Has that opinion changed?  

Joel: Yes, definitely.  

Miss Vizard: Why?  

Joel: I like the books! You get a good selection. I also like 

the competitive nature of it as it motivates me to beat my 

classmates.   

Miss Vizard: How are you finding Sparx reader for 

homework? Do you enjoy it?  

Joel: Yes, itôs fun! It doesnôt feel like homework.  

Miss Vizard: What do you enjoy the most?  

Joel: I guess I enjoy that it gives you books based on how well youôre doing so if you are getting 

questions wrong, it will offer you different books.   

Miss Vizard: How many points do you currently have?  

Joel: Around 17,000.  

Miss Vizard: Wow! Thatôs really impressive ï thatôs about 35 hours of careful reading! So roughly, 

how long has it taken you to get to that total?  

Joel: About two weeks. I started when the first homework was set two weeks ago.  

Miss Vizard: Are you a Gold Reader yet?  

Joel: Yes. Youôve got to get to 2,000 points for the week to achieve the Gold Reader Pass.  
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Miss Vizard: What benefits do you get as a Gold Reader?  

Joel: You get to read real books in real life. So, I can use my own, real printed reading book but 

continue to earn points. I prefer to do this because I can read what I want. Continuing to complete 

the book on Sparx does mix it up a bit though.  

Miss Vizard: Finally, Iôd like you to think about this next question carefullyé If someone is reluctant 

to start using Sparx Reader, what would you say to them?  

Joel: Just try it. Because, based on what you actually read and how well you do, itôs personalised 

and it gives you a range to books to try.  

Miss Vizard: Thatôs fantastic, Joel. Thank you and good luck maintaining your leadership title as I 

know a lot people are on your tail!  

 

If parents would like to find out more about Sparx Reader, please click the link: Sparx Reader - A 

parent's guide to Sparx Reader or just get in touch! 

 

 

 

https://sparxreader.com/parents/
https://sparxreader.com/parents/
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Support Sofiaôs March in March!  

This year our Year 11 student Sofia will be taking part in 

óMarch in Marchô to raise vital funds for life-changing mental 

health treatment for veterans. 

Combat Stress is the UK's leading charity for veterans' mental health and for over a century, they've 

helped former servicemen and women deal with issues like trauma, anxiety, depression and post-

traumatic stress disorder. Today, they provide support to veterans from every service and every 

conflict. 

Sofia is taking part in óMarch in Marchô to help take vital steps towards ensuring veterans can get 

the support they need. 

If you would like to help Sofia, please click 

https://events.combatstress.org.uk/s/16940/21962/s 

 

Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Award 

Congratulations to our 24 Year 11 students who have completed their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze 

Award.  They are fantastic examples of confident individuals and responsible citizens!  Well done, 

everyone!  We are very proud of all your hard work and dedication over the last year to complete 

this fantastic achievement. 

 

https://events.combatstress.org.uk/s/16940/21962/s
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News from PE 
Ellie and William are back with our sporting updatesé 

Progress with Unity Summit ï Opportunity and Inclusion through 

Sport 

Last Tuesday, seven students from across KS3 attended the Progress with Unity Summit that aimed 

to inspire young people in Wigan to achieve their dreams within the sports industry. The summit 

consisted of star sportspersons from Wigan such as Junior Nsemba, Lachlan Lam, Umyla Hanley, 

Bevan French, Betti Worth and former Wigan Warriors player Martin Offiah MBE. There were also 

speakers that hold key roles in the sporting industry both on a national and local level such as Shaun 

Wane, Hayley Sharratt, Matt Johnson, Shaun Maloney, Mike Danson, Derek Beaumont, Matt Peet, 

Adrian Lam and Councillor David Molyneux MBE.  

This was a fantastic event, and we were very pleased to be invited. The attendees were inspired by 

motivational talks and the chance to network with influential figures in the sports industry. The 

summit not only highlighted the achievements of Wigan's sports stars and local key figure heads in 

our local sport industries but also provided a roadmap for aspiring young athletes to follow. Our 

students returned with a renewed sense of ambition and a clearer vision of the paths they can take 

to achieve success in their sports careers. 
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Year 8 Football Team into the Quarter Finals! 

Our Year 8 football team march on to 

the quarter finals of the English 

Schools B-team cup with a 4-2 

victory over Greater Manchester 

Grammar School.  

Goals from Alfie W, Daniel O, Ellery 

R and Billy R send us to 

Northampton Grammar School for 

our next challenge.  
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Year 9 Rugby  

Year 9 rugby team had a friendly 

against Lowton High School last 

week with an amazing squad of 26 

students all getting game time.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 Netball  

The Year 8 netball team have had a 

great season, growing in confidence 

with each fixture. They finished 

strongly in the last week of fixtures to 

finish runners up in the league.  

Their dedication and teamwork were 

evident throughout the season, and 

their improved performance in each 

game reflected their passion for the 

sport.  
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Panathlon Champions 

Mr Devine took a team to the Wigan Panathlon 

competition held at Hope College. The team 

undertook a variety of sporting challenges to 

finish overall winners of the event. The team will 

now go on to represent Wigan in the Greater 

Manchester finals to be held later this year. 

Along with our Panathlon team, we also had a 
team of our outstanding Sport Leaders from Year 
9 to help facilitate the event along with students 
from Hope College.  

Well done everyone, your success is a testament 
to your hard work and dedication! 
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Childrenôs Mental Health Week 

Last week was Childrenôs Mental Health Week, with the theme óKnow Yourself to Grow Yourselfô.  

Students have been engaging in discussions during form time, exploring the importance of self-

awareness, expressing emotions, and spreading kindness through Random Acts of Kindness. 
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Last Thursday was Time to Talk 

Day and our staff marked the 

occasion by coming together 

over a brew and biscuits during 

breaktime.   

A great reminder of the 

importance of conversation and 

connection. 

 

 

Time To Talk Day 
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

Abigail, the author and illustrator of this exceptional non-

fiction book, spent most of her life not knowing she was 

autistic ï she just thought she was weird, as thatôs what 

people called her. This is an honest, funny and touching story 

of her childhood, told with a newfound understanding 

following her diagnosis aged 33 and subsequent research 

about autism. 

Half about just being a teenager, half about her experiences 

as an autistic person, she describes how she views the world, 

explains things she finds confusing or challenging, and 

shares strategies she has developed to help deal with 

stressful situations. Although she spent a long time trying to 

"fit in", Abigailôs diagnosis has given her the freedom to 

understand that all people are unique, and their differences 

should be celebrated. 

 

 

 KS4 Recommended Read  

What is secondary school for you? Friends; enemies. A 

haven; a jungle. Somewhere lonely; somewhere full of life. A 

set of walls within which a thousand thoughts, emotions and 

experiences take place. 

Here is a story of one day at one secondary school, told 

entirely in verse, each poem/chapter a different studentôs 

perspective, capturing in one perfect snapshot all the 

wonderfulness and terribleness of being a teenager. 

Thereôs the girl taking refuge in the bathroom at break time; 

thereôs the kid whoôs so much smarter than he lets on; the 

one betrayed by the friend she trusted; the boy desperate to 

be outside on the field, running. Where do you sit at 

lunchtime if your best friendôs off school? When do you say 

no to a fight? How do you find the courage to step in front of 

the class? 

Happy Reading! 
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that itôs not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type ï Lupin ï Kiwi ï Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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About SafeCall 

SafeCall is a free, confidential and anonymous helpline and support service for young people and 

family members that are affected by missing persons, county lines and criminal exploitation. 

The service is open 9am to 11pm; 7 days a week. 

Contact 116 000 to find out how we can support you. 
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Parent Consultation Meetings 2024-2025 

Please find below the dates of the parent/carers-teacher meetings this academic year. We actively 

encourage students to attend all evenings with their parent/carer so that they can hear first-hand 

about the successes in their subject areas and what needs to be done to improve further. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year Group Date 
7 Thursday 27th February 2025 

8 Thursday 13th March 2025 

10 (2nd invite only) Thursday 3rd July 2025 

11 (2nd invite only) Thursday 20th March 2025 

 

Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their childôs usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about whatôs going on at 

Standish, why not follow our new Instagram account? Our 

handle is @standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If youôre more of a 

QR Code type of person, weôve got one of those too! 
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Midshireôs February Promotion taking place week commencing 24th February. 
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Friendly February 

Be friendly to others and give your relationships a boost. 
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Thought for the Day 
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Help and Support 

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0-25yrs 

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds 

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation ï children support online https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity) www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers 

Papyrus supporting your child with self-harm and suicidal thoughts 

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am ï 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops ï www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/

