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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to this edition of The Standish Standard. 

 

 

 

We’ve got news about our two pantomime stars this week, 

Lanie in Year 7 and Zayn in Year 10, who are both performing 

in Wigan Little Theatre’s production of Cinderella. If you get the 

chance to go and see the show, please give them your support! 

We caught up with Lanie to get all the details which you can 

read about on page 3. 

 

Aside from that, there is, perhaps unsurprisingly, a Christmas 
theme this week: our newly-formed Dance Club took part in 
Wood Fold’s celebration assembly (page 5), our band and choir 
attended Standish Christmas Markets (page 6) and we’re still 

charity fundraising by joining in with National Christmas Jumper Day today too! In fact, we’ll be doing 
a special additional Christmas bulletin next week to cover all the Christmas festivities going on this 
week and next! Look out for news of our Senior Citizens’ Party and even more from the Standish 
Markets! 
 

We also have lots of success to celebrate this week – as is usually the case! We held our rewards 

assemblies this week to acknowledge the students who have embodied the Standish Way so far 

this year in school (page 7) and I’d like to add my congratulations to our Under 13 girls’ football team 

who won the Wigan Schools’ final! News of their triumph – alongside the rest of this week’s sporting 

updates begins on page 9.  

 

Outside of these extracurricular opportunities, in classrooms it’s been business as usual – you can 

see the outstanding work produced in textiles on page 16 and read news of MFL’s GCHQ 

competition on page 15. Well done to all involved! 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Lanie Shines in Cinderella 

Year 7 student Lanie is busy dancing in the pantomime, Cinderella, at 

Wigan Little Theatre. Lanie has danced with Buckley Theatre School in 

Wigan since she was a toddler and has loved every minute!  The panto 

is every two years and, although it’s hard work, Lanie loves to be on 

stage, balancing her school and home life admirably.   

She has also had the amazing experience of travelling to perform in 

London and has even taken part in the Disney Parade at Disneyland 

Paris!  Next year, she is very excited to have the opportunity to go to New 

York.  We can’t wait to hear all about that! 

Also taking part in Cinderella is our Year 10 student Zayn.  

Congratulations to you both.  Such a great experience - oh yes it is! 
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Standish High School Christmas Markets 

The first of our Standish Christmas Markets took place last week.  

There were stalls containing cakes, sweet treats, Christmas gifts 

and raffles, raising an incredible £503!   
The final market took place yesterday. We will share our final 

charity total in the New Year! 
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Dance Club visits Wood Fold 

Our new Dance Club enjoyed visiting the celebration assembly at Wood Fold Primary School. The 

students were amazing, showcasing their talents and inspiring the younger students to get involved 

in dance! 

Any interested students are very welcome to join Miss Taylor at Dance Club, every Wednesday after 

school 3.10pm – 4.10pm. 

We look forward to seeing you there!  
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Standish Christmas Markets 

Miss Nicholson, Miss Taylor and Mrs Heald would like to thank all the students who have worked 

so hard over the past few months to deliver phenomenal performances at the Standish Christmas 

Markets.  There was some incredible talent on display, warmly welcomed and celebrated by the 

Standish Community.   

We are thrilled to announce that they have been invited back for next year.  Well done everyone! 
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Rewards Assemblies 

This half term, Year 7 have been working towards their 

Standish Achievement Award.  Students have been 

completing targets set by each department area which 

have included researching the Bayeux tapestry in History, 

performing a rehearsed piece of drama confidently and 

taking part in a classroom debate.   

Congratulations to Scarlett, Isla and Hillary who have 

achieved the most targets in the year group so far with 

over 60 targets hit between them!  Also, a big well done to 

Mrs Thomson’s form, 7O for the most targets per form 

group.  Enjoy your chocolate everyone! 

Passports will be collected by Mrs Collier next week, so 

there is still time for Year 7 to get those targets ticked off!   

She is looking forward to celebrating with more students 

in the New Year. 

 

 

In other news, Mr Billington was very proud this week to 

present our Bronze Award and badges to the students in 

Years 7 to 11 who have achieved a conduct score of over 

250 points.  Your conduct score is calculated by 

subtracting your behaviour points from your achievement 

points.  It was fabulous to see fifty Year 7 students achieve 

the award this half term, along with thirty Year 8 students, 

thirty-five Year 9, six Year 10 and two Year 11 students.   

A fantastic achievement and we are looking forward to 

seeing if we have any Silver Award winners next half term. 
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Form Charity Updates 

Forms have been busy this half term charity fundraising.  There have been some very quiet students 

taking part in a sponsored silence, many raffles including Mr Appleton’s Gingerbread Village and 

9C’s hamper. Tickets are for sale in the LRC and Room 5 with Miss Dickinson.  

 
Mrs Magleave’s 9U form also deserve a mention – raising an impressive £103 making and selling 

key rings. 

Well done everyone! 
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News from PE 

William and Ellie have more news from the last two weeks… 

The School Games Cup 

The School Games Cup is an annual sporting competition in Wigan that is run by our local School 
Games organisers.  This year Standish took an all-girls team from Year 7 and 8 to compete in a 
variety of sports on the day.  The girls enjoyed learning how to play lacrosse and showed some 
competitive spirit in the basketball and dodgeball games against the other teams. 
 
We also had great success in the boccia and new age curling competitions, where the team worked 
well together to score highly in all games.  Well done to Nuo who was selected by another school 
on the day to be our Standish Performer of the Day.  This special medal was given to students who 
embodied the values of the school games.  
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Cricket  

Following our success in last year’s girls’ county cricket 

competition, Lancashire Cricket offered our school the 

opportunity for more access to girls’ cricket. Over this term we 

have had ten Year 8 and 9 girls training to be cricket leaders. 

They have been learning to coach cricket, lead sessions and 

umpire matches. They will be involved in the new extra-

curricular cricket club held at Standish on Tuesdays after 

school for girls. We are also very fortunate to have Lancashire 

cricket coach, Johnathon Osborne, come in to school to lead 

some cricket sessions with our Year 7 and 8 girls in their PE 

lessons.  
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Rugby 

Every week, Year 7 have the opportunity to be coached by coaches from Wigan Warriors in our 

after-school club and this week we were very fortunate to have Wigan Warriors players attend school 

to lead a training session and Q&A session with our Year 8 students.  

Such a fantastic training session was held which the Year 8 boys thoroughly enjoyed, followed by 

an opportunity for our students to get an insight into the life of a professional rugby player. An 

amazing and inspiring opportunity for our students. A big thank you to the players and the coaches 

for visiting! 
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It was fantastic to welcome back ex-student and now 

professional rugby league player for Wigan Warriors, Kian   

McDermott, to inspire the next generation of rugby stars.  

Thank you, Kian.  It’s always great to see and hear about our ex-

students and their successes. 
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Year 7 rugby team beat Cardinal Newman 30-12 in the 

final of the Northwest group game. They will progress to 

the quarter finals as group runners up. Player of the 

match was Archie W. 

  

 

 

 

Football 

Year 10 football team beat Abraham Moss 9-3 to 

progress to the next round of the Greater Manchester 

Schools’ Cup. Player of the match was George S. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 boys’ football team march on to the next round 

of the English Schools’ Cup, beating Clitheroe Royal 

Grammar School 5-0 with goals from Ellery R, Billy R, 

Harry L and a brace from Alfie W. Player of the match 

Jack H. 
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Under 13s Girls’ Football 

Under 13s girls’ football team beat St Edmund Arrowsmith 2-1 in the Wigan Schools’ Final held at 

Laithwaite Park on Tuesday. The team qualified for the final after beating the Deanery to finish top 

in their league. First half we had several good chances to take the lead with Isabella, Sophia and 

Aria all coming close to scoring and Izzy S denying the opposition a goal on several occasions. The 

first half finished 1-1.  

The second half we lost our shape on occasions and gave the opposition opportunities on goal but 

with some excellent defending from Sophie, Maisie and Clarissa and, with some fantastic 1v1 saves 

from the goalkeeper, Izzy, we held off the opposition. The team showed great determination and 

with some great work from midfield from Isla and Aria we created more chances going forward. 

Some excellent winning of the ball and playing the ball through from Maisie allowed Isabelle and our 

wingers chances to attack goal. Late into the second half, our second goal came and Molly O was 

quick to react to stop the opposition scoring an equalizer.  The final was a closely fought contest but 

an outstanding team performance throughout the match. 

A massive well done to player of the match, Izzy S, for some outstanding saves and her quick-

thinking goal kick assisted a goal.  The girls are also still in the Greater Manchester Cup competition 

and will play in round 4 after Christmas. Congratulations and good luck! 

Leadership Academy  

Mrs Duffy and some of our sports leaders were invited to lead at the recent ‘Just Join In’ Sports 

Festival held at Aspull Primary School. The leaders organised, demonstrated and led four different 

sessions such as archery, boccia, blindfold football and new age curling 

to over thirty Year 3 and 4 children from local primary schools.  

They led with confidence, enthusiasm and received excellent feedback 

from the staff involved. Well done, leaders! We have a variety of events 

coming up such as sports hall athletics, football, rounders, cricket and 

netball. If you would like to be involved in the Leadership Academy, 

please sign up after Christmas via the PE notice board.  
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News from MFL 
 

 
Last week, we got to take part in a competition with 

GCHQ – one of the UK’s three leading intelligence 

agencies.  The competition involved solving logic puzzles 

as GCHQ are in charge of the UK’s military 

communications and therefore codebreaking. There were 

plenty of codes and different languages being featured for the participants to figure out. Each puzzle 

we solved scored us points – the easiest getting just a few, but the really tough ones scoring lots 

and lots – those ones really got us thinking!  

In the week the competition was running, several Year 9 students got into groups to put our minds 

to the test, adding a layer of teamwork to the experience. Overall, I must say the competition was 

pretty challenging, but very fun. We are waiting to hear how we did against other school nationally. 

I would definitely recommend you try it out next year, especially since if you win, you get to go to 

GCHQ’s base in Cheltenham!  

Chester K 9T 
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News from Textiles 

Inspired by Microscopic Worlds, Mrs Fisher has been very impressed with the excellent work 

produced by her Year 9 students in textiles this term.  Here is a taster of what has been produced… 
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News from The Futures Team 
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

1933. When Ellie and her family lose everything, they flee to Echo 

Mountain to build a new life. Ellie runs wild, exploring the 

mountain's mysteries. But the one she can't solve is who's leaving 

the gifts for her: tiny, beautiful wooden carvings of animals and 

flowers, dotted around the mountain for her to find. 

 

Then Ellie's father has a terrible accident. Now he lies in a coma, 

while Ellie shoulders the blame for what happened. When she sets 

out to find a cure for him, she discovers Cate, the outcast witch, 

and Larkin, a wild mountain boy. From them she learns about 

being a healer, being brave - and about how there can be much 

more to a person than first meets the eye. 

 

 

 

KS4 Recommended Read  

When Triss wakes up after her accident, she knows that something 

is wrong. She is strangely, insatiably hungry; her hair is always full 

of leaves; her tears turn to cobwebs; and her younger sister Pen 

seems to hate her. Her parents are whispering behind closed 

doors, and she still can't remember what actually happened to her 

when she fell into the Grimmer. Even her diary is no help: when 

she opens it to try and remember, she finds that all the pages have 

been ripped out. 

Soon, Triss realises that what has happened to her is stranger than 

anything she could ever have imagined. Her quest for the truth 

takes her and her sister on a frightening adventure into the sinister 

hidden underworld of the city. 

 

 

Happy Reading! 
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that it’s not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type – Lupin – Kiwi – Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Parent Consultation Meetings 2024-2025 

Please find below the dates of the parent/carers-teacher meetings this academic year. We actively 

encourage students to attend all evenings with their parent/carer so that they can hear first-hand 

about the successes in their subject areas and what needs to be done to improve further. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year Group Date 
7 Thursday 27th February 2025 

8 Thursday 13th March 2025 

9 Thursday 16th January 2025 

9 Options evening Thursday 30th January 2025 

10 (2nd invite only) Thursday 3rd July 2025 

11 (2nd invite only) Thursday 20th March 2025 

 

Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their child’s usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about what’s going on at 

Standish, why not follow our new Instagram account? Our 

handle is @standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If you’re more of a 

QR Code type of person, we’ve got one of those too! 
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Do Good December 

This month, we’re encouraging you to carry out small acts of kindness! 
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Thought for the Day 
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Help and Support 

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0-25yrs 

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds 

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation – children support online https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity) www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers 

Papyrus supporting your child with self-harm and suicidal thoughts 

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am – 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops – www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/
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