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GCSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION 

Matters of Life and Death 
 

 

CHECK LIST 
 
WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW 
 

1. Scientific explanations for the origins of the universe and the value of the 
universe (pages3-6) 

2. The Sanctity of Life (pages 6-9) 
3. Non-religious explanations for the origins and value of human life (pages 10-13) 
4. Abortion (pages 13-16) 
5. Death and the Afterlife (pages 17-20) 
6. Euthanasia (pages 21-25) 
7. The Natural World (pages 25-28) 

 
 
WHAT YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO RECALL 
 

 Matters of life and death are to do with the beginning and end of life. 
 There can often be moral issues associated with the beginning and end of life. A 

moral issue is something that is right or wrong. 
 Matters of life and death can also raise ultimate questions. An ultimate question 

is one to which there is no definite or absolute answer. 
 People have different moral codes and personal values depending upon their 

background and experiences. 
 Traditionally, Christian values are based on the teachings of Jesus as set out in 

the Bible. 
 The Bible is a source of moral authority for Christians. 
 Christians always try to live their life in the way they think God wants 

them to. 
 

http://kids4truth.com/watchmaker/watch.html
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THE ORIGINS AND VALUE OF THE UNIVERSE 
 

COSMOLOGY 
 
Many people think that the question of how the universe came into being is one of the 
biggest mysteries in life. There are so many ultimate questions linked to it. COSMOLOGY 
is ‘the science of the study of the origins of the universe and its 
development’. The word comes from two Greek words KOSMOS 
meaning ‘world’ and LOGIA meaning ‘study of’. The BIG BANG THEORY 
is the main idea which has been put forward to explain how the 
universe came into existence.  
The ideas that underpin the theory were developed by a Roman 
Catholic priest, George Lemaitre (1894-1966). He is credited with two 
key ideas which have had a big impact on the way that science 
understands the beginning and development of the universe. 
THEORY 1- Expanding Universe. The hypothesis that the universe has been expanding 
outwards and possibly into infinity, ever since it came into being. Lemaitre built upon 
this theory and said the expansion of the universe could be traced back to one single 
point. He suggested that the universe itself had emerged from a small, dense and 
tremendously hot state known as SINGULARITY. 
THEORY 2- Primeval Atom (Cosmic Egg). This later became known as the Big Bang.  
 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO THE WORK OF GEORGE LEMAITRE 
 
Although Lemaitre was a deeply religious man he totally discouraged people from 
connecting his ‘primeval atom’ theory to that of Creation from Genesis. He said that his 
work as a scientist was not influenced by his Christian faith and said that science was 
concerned with the truth and was impartial to religion. Equally he maintained that God 

did not need science to prove divine creation and that God could not 
be reduced to a scientific theory. 
However, sometimes science and religion can seem to be in conflict 
with each other, as scientific theories and religious arguments may 
seek to prove different points. Lemaitre taught that there didn’t need 
to be conflict between the two. This was not due to him supporting his 
religious beliefs but because he thought that the presence of God in 

creation is above and beyond scientific explanation. Many Christians agree with this but 
some will say ‘good science is good theology’, they look to scientific theories such as the 
big bang to explain how God created the universe. CREATIONISTS however, do not 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=fx%2bUbNlw&id=8790ABDCCC8AFD58BA60B2F189C979AA06C971B0&thid=OIP.fx-UbNlwKwFFh6nDj7SEQgCWDQ&q=george+lemaitre&simid=608029107013619585&selectedIndex=70&adlt=strict,strict
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=sRSgr2Sa&id=126EFBB412790C18F29467C7023E964B6CD56DD8&thid=OIP.sRSgr2SaHzdcPcuD5-L9LwEsDk&q=cosmology&simid=608054103718691790&selectedIndex=55&adlt=strict,strict
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accept any scientific explanations that are connected with the origins of the universe or 
its development. 
Christianity teaches that the universe is important and has value because it has been 
created and proclaimed ‘good’ by God. It also teaches that God is OMNISCIENT and 
OMNIBENEVOLENT and therefore God knows and cares about everything that happens 
in the universe and intervenes in it (such as the Incarnation of Jesus). 
The Incarnation and miracles are examples of SPECIAL REVELATIONS which are 
events and happenings that have made God’s will and knowledge available to humans 
as well as GENERAL REVELATION. 
Christians believe that the universe is a source of general revelation and something 
that shows the existence of God. For example some Christians would say that the 
existence of rain and seasons show that He provides for all beings and gives them all 
they need to survive. 
Another example is the Carbon Cycle which is essential for 
life.  
NATURAL THEOLOGY is the idea that Christians can find 
evidence for God through the laws of nature and the 
physical universe. 
‘Argument from Design’ developed by William Paley uses the examples of intricate 
mechanisms such as a watch to say that something so complex must have been 
designed by a ‘watchmaker’, namely God who designed the world and brought it into 
being. 
 
RESPONSES TO THE VIEW OF THE UNIVERSE AS A COMODITY 
 

 Christians in the past have been criticised for their attitude to the environment 
as their literal interpretation of Genesis 1:28 has led them to dominate Earth and 
it has been seen as a commodity and resources used how people want. 

 In 1966 Lynn Townsend White, a professor of medieval history wrote an article 
called ‘Historical Roots of Our Ecological Crisis’ and argued that the Industrial 
Revolution brought a more positive view of nature.  

 Advances in technology had increased people’s ability to destroy and exploit the 
environment but this was no more a commodity than that found within the 
Christian religion.  

 He also thought that the creation story made a distinction between humans and 
the rest of creation that led to them being inferior. White suggested that these 
teachings led to a lack of care for the environment. 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=5FJ9zre8&id=9E2FEC96ADBA11A10B218AC3C43041737BA812DE&thid=OIP.5FJ9zre8mkMWBSKhtFwKxwEsDA&q=design+argument&simid=608054047881890399&selectedIndex=19&adlt=strict
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 Christians have responded to White’s criticism through the idea of stewardship. 
A modern understanding of stewardship accepts that the resources of the Earth 
are there for humans to use but emphasise that people have a moral duty to use 
these sustainably.  
 

 
 

 
 
Checkpoint 
 

1. Who was Georges Lemaitre and why is his work considered important? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 _______________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why do Christians believe that the universe is of value? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
3. Why have Christian attitudes towards the environment been criticised in the 

past? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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THE SANCTITY OF LIFE 
 

Christianity teaches that all life is special as it comes from God, human life is believed 
to be particularly important to God and this is why it is holy or sacred. Sanctity of life is 
the term used to describe the sacredness of human life. The teachings of Christianity 
on why life is special come from the Bible. As depicted in Genesis ch1-3, human life is 
different to all other life as we are made in the image of God and human beings 
possess a soul that was given to them by God.  
 
The value of human life is reinforced by one of the Ten Commandments as in the Bible 
it states ‘Thou shalt not kill’ and Christians believe that every human life is unique and 
created by God. They also believe that God has a plan for everyone. 
 
 

Exam Tip: Make sure you can explain Georges Lemaitre contribution. 
 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

a) Outline three reasons why Lemaitre thought that there was no conflict 
between his cosmological theories as a scientist and his Christian faith.   
(3marks) 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=D0L7Bmz5&id=D714383652B28F792D3B2955DCE3E2708A2A4EB0&thid=OIP.D0L7Bmz5vU06fukMwucSsQEgDY&q=sanctity+of+life&simid=607989103678458303&selectedIndex=21&adlt=strict
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What do you think people need in order to have a good quality of life? Give reasons.  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Bioethics Quality of Life 
 This is an area of medical ethics that is closely 

linked to Christian beliefs about sanctity of life. 
Bioethics is concerned with issues of right 
and wrong with regards to certain aspects of 
healthcare, particularly those at the start and 
end of life. 

 Abortion, embryo research, fertility treatments 
and euthanasia (just some examples) are 
examples of bioethical issues since they raise 
moral questions. 

 Should people be kept alive by medical 
intervention? 

 Does everyone have the right to have a child 
and access to fertility treatment? 

 Is it right to carry out abortions? 
 Should human embryos be used in research? 
 Sanctity of life can be an important 

consideration when discussing or debating 
bioethical issues. 

 Suicide and capital punishment are also 
matters of life and death that are associated 
with the sanctity of life. 

 Sometimes discussed in relation to the 
sanctity of life, particularly in regard to 
bioethics. 

 Quality of life means the overall well- being 
of someone; how comfortable they are, 
how good their health is and what their life 
is like in general terms. 

 There are lots of different quality of life 
indicators that can be used to measure the 
general quality of a person’s life. 

 Health is an important indicator as living 
with pain or physical and mental problems 
can have a big impact on what a person’s 
daily life is like and poor health can shorten 
people’s lives. 

 Some Christians believe that there are 
some circumstances in which an all-loving, 
omnibenevolent God would not want life to 
continue at all costs, for example if 
someone was terminally ill, with no hope of 
a cure, and constantly in extreme pain, or 
so severely disabled that they had no 
quality of life whatsoever, then God would 
not want this and so it would be more 
acceptable for life to end. 

_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________________ 



8 
 

THE IMPORTANCE OF A BELIEF IN THE SANCTITY OF LIFE FOR CHRISTIAN’S TODAY 
 

1) This belief is significant for Christians today because it can impact the way that a 
Christian might live their life. For example, Christian’s would try and live their life in a way 
that shows respect for all human life including their own. Some Christians will not 
overeat, drink alcohol, smoke or take drugs because they think that this is disrespecting 
God’s gift of life. 

2) Some Christian’s will also become doctors or nurses or other healthcare professionals 
because of their belief in the sanctity of life. It may also influence their attitudes to the 
beginning and end of life issues mentioned earlier such as abortion, 
euthanasia, genetic engineering and capital punishment. 

3) For some Christians’ decisions regarding these matters may be 
straightforward, for others they may be far more complex depending on 
how they weigh up the Christian teachings. They will, however, always base 
these decisions on what is the most loving thing to do and the concept of 
agape. 

4) Christian’s believe that they have a responsibility to make the most of their life and live it 
the way that God intends. This may involve trying to find out what God’s purpose is for 
them and trying to follow that. 

5) Another impact is the idea of showing respect for all living things, because God made 
them and gave them life. This may be difficult for some Christians as today’s world may 
give rise to some difficult questions that they would need to answer such as is abortion 
and euthanasia acceptable? It might also influence their attitudes towards suicide or 
capital punishment.  

 
What are your views on the topics below? 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=xuNgxjy2&id=E72917C6391AC6AF2D0C28376BBD204B85E04683&thid=OIP.xuNgxjy2qorWpCmpdjT-EACyCy&q=agape&simid=608002430966828765&selectedIndex=64&adlt=strict,strict
http://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=QPUO0zrr&id=565CCE5E3EBD8C97A6827D3EAD603506F9E8904B&thid=OIP.QPUO0zrrbtGRpCfWnq0KiQEsC5&q=euthanasia&simid=608017798354896137&selectedIndex=87&adlt=strict,strict,strict
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Checkpoint 
 

1. What does the term ‘sanctity of life’ mean? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why do Christians believe that human life is different to other forms of life? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

3. What is bioethics and how might it be connected with the sanctity of life? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exam Tip: Make sure you understand what the term sanctity of life means and why 
Christians believe in it. 
 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

b) Explain two reasons why Christians believe in the sanctity of life.   (4marks) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 
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THE ORIGINS AND VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE 

 The study of human origins is called ANTHROPOGENY. The term comes from two 
ancient Greek words Anthropos meaning relating to humans and genesis which 
means the process of creation or origin. 

 From a scientific perspective, it is difficult to establish exactly how life on Earth 
began, but it is thought to have developed and evolved very gradually over a long 
period of time. The Earth is believed to be approximately 4.5 billion years old with life 
beginning about 3.8 billion years ago with single-celled micro-organisms like 
bacteria. 

 Over the next billion years multi-cellular life evolved and diversified, but it is only in 
the last 570 million years that anything resembling what we recognise today came 
into being.  

 Modern human beings have only been around for a very small part of Earth’s 
history. 
 
EVOLUTION 
 

 The idea that life on Earth has evolved from common ancestors and diversified 
over a very long period of time is called evolution. Today, the theory of evolution is 
widely accepted by scientists as the way of explaining the wide range of life forms 
on Earth including how human beings came into existence.  

 Charles Darwin (1809-1882) was an English NATURALIST, someone who studies the 
natural world, first put forward the theory of evolution. Darwin’s work is based on 
years of studying the natural world and he maintained that organisms gradually 
change and evolve into new species through ‘natural selection’. 
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 NATURAL SELECTION is the process where only those species that adapt the best 
survive in their environment and pass on their successful adaptations to the next 
generations; this is sometimes called ‘the survival of the fittest’.  

 More recent theories of human evolution argue that modern humans originated in 
Africa and migrated throughout the world, replaced older types of human species 
and continued to evolve into the modern type of human that exists today. 

 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO SCEINTIFIC THEORIES ABOUT THE ORIGINS OF HUMAN 

LIFE 
 
1. In a special paper put forward by the Diocese of Manchester, the Church of 

England affirms that a belief in God and understanding of science is compatible. 
The paper points out that in modern times Christians have been at the forefront of 
scientific development and many welcome the new understanding of all God’s 
creation that science has brought forward. However, there is nevertheless the 
potential for conflict.  

2. There is little doubt that modern scientific theories about the origins of human life 
and evolution do present challenges to Christian today. For some Christians, 
scientific views about the origins of humans may test their faith, which is either 
overcome or could lead to agnosticism. Christian views on the origins of 
human beings however will vary depending on how they interpret 
the Bible.  

3. Christians understand the creation story in different ways. Some 
Christians will take it literally and others won’t. Those Christians that 
take the Bible literally are called CREATIONISTS. These Christians do 
not believe in evolution as they believe that the creation of the world 
happened exactly as it says in Genesis.  

4. Those Christians that don’t believe in creationism think that the creation story is not 
to be taken literally and the ‘six-days’ are a metaphor for longer periods of time. 
These Christians remain open minded about scientific theories about the origins of 
the universe and human beings. 

5. The significance of these responses for Christians today is that while they may 
seek ways to explain the origins of the universe they all agree that ultimately God is 
responsible and that human beings have a special place in God’s creation.  
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CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO NON-RELIGIOUS VIEWS ON THE VALUE OF HUMAN LIFE 
 

 Scientific theories about the origins of human life do not alter Christian views on the 
Sanctity of life. Christians share a respect for human life with people from other 
religions, agnostics and atheists. 

 Most people agree that human life is important and has its value, although he 
reasons for this will vary. 

 Christians suggest it is because human life is made in the image of God and all 
human beings have a soul. Non-religious people might agree that human life has 
value but this is due to having a conscience as opposed to being created by God. 

 There is a suggestion to say that the value of human life is down to human rights 
and the fact that humans don’t have to earn those rights. 

 A belief in the intrinsic value of human life, whether based on religion or not is 
significant when considering end of life issues. 

 Humanism, as the name suggest, affirms the worth of every human being. 
Humanists believe that the well-being and happiness of human beings is so 
important that they place it at the centre of their moral decision making. 

 

 

Checkpoint 
 

1. What is the theory of evolution? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

2. What challenges can scientific views about the origins of human life present to 
Christians today? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
 

3. Why do Christians believe that a human life has value? 
_______________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________ 
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ABORTION 
 

 

Exam Tip: Make sure you understand what intrinsic value means. 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

a) Outline three reasons why Christians believe that human life has intrinsic value.  
(3marks) 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Abortion is the medical process of terminating or ending a human pregnancy so that it does not 
result in the birth of the baby. Abortion is different to a miscarriage as a miscarriage is a 
spontaneous or natural ending of pregnancy. 
 
There are a number of different reasons why a woman might choose to want an abortion: 

 Very difficult personal circumstances 
 Health risk to the mother (mentally or physically) 
 A high chance that the baby might be born with a serious abnormality.  

 

https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://center.babygaga.com/images/pregnancy/pregnancy-images-big/week24.jpg&imgrefurl=http://center.babygaga.com/calendar/pregnancy/week-24&docid=MRzthpk7z56LPM&tbnid=cZ7avP1tKll9FM:&vet=10ahUKEwi666vLwLDUAhWoJ8AKHRStCVUQMwh5KCUwJQ..i&w=702&h=390&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=628&biw=1024&q=FOETUS AT 24 WEEKS&ved=0ahUKEwi666vLwLDUAhWoJ8AKHRStCVUQMwh5KCUwJQ&iact=mrc&uact=8
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Pro-life and pro-choice 
 
Generally, religious and non-religious attitudes fall into two categories: pro-life and pro-choice. 
Pro-life is against abortion: the foetus has a right to life. Pro-choice is the idea that the 
individuals have the right to decide whether or not abortion is the right choice for them. People 
who are pro-choice might be against abortion on a personal level but believe that women 
should have the right to choose. 
 
Ensoulment 
 
The issue of when life begins is very closely linked to people’s attitudes to abortion. There is 
much debate among Christians about when life beings and as a consequence whether abortion 
is ‘taking life’ or even murder. 
There has always been a variety of views within Christianity and this is due to the idea of 
ENSOULMENT. The original idea came from Aristotle and he taught that a human embryo or 
foetus in the early stages of development initially had the soul of a vegetable, followed by an 
animal and then became animated with a human soul.  
Christianity teaches that ensoulment is when God introduces or places the soul into the embryo 
or foetus. The presence of a soul makes human life and therefore abortion becomes 
unacceptable. Some Christians believe that ensoulment happens at the moment of conception 
and others later in the development of the foetus.  
 

Different Christian attitudes to abortion 
 

The Church of England View The Catholic View 
 Encourages followers to think through the issue of abortion 

for themselves. 
 Accepts that there are differences of opinion between 

Christians. 
 Strictly limited conditions under which abortion might take 

place: if the mother’s life or her mental state is to be 
affected, the baby is likely to have a serious disability and the 
mother feels she cannot cope and if the pregnancy is a 
result of rape. 

 The Church of England encourages a compassionate but 
serious approach towards abortion. They are expected to 
have compassion for the mother but they would also like to 
see the abortion law applied more strictly and the number of 
abortions reduced. 

 In contrast the Catholic view is that human life begins at 
conception and therefore abortion is murder. 

 Abortion is always wrong no matter the circumstances. 
 This initial teaching came from Pope Paul V1 in 1968 in a 

letter now known as the Humanae Vitae.  
 Catholics forbid anything that controls the natural process 

of procreation (contraception & abortion) and abortion goes 
against natural law. 

 It is also disregards the 6th commandment ‘Thou shall not 
kill’ which is considered a very grave sin against God. 

 Many Catholic leaders believe that the Churches teaching on 
abortion has social implications and says that it is the 
Catholic responsibility to ensure that every child is born with 
the best quality of life. 
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Situation Ethics 
 
Christian attitudes towards abortion can be influenced by a philosophical 
idea known as situation ethics. This is where the circumstances of each 
individual situation are considered very carefully and Christians make a 
decision based on the principle of agape (unconditional love) and choose 
what is the most loving thing to do in that situation.  
 

Humanist & Atheist views towards abortion 
 

Humanists believe that abortion can be morally acceptable. The Humanist movement in the 
1960’s campaigned for the legalisation of abortion. Humanists don’t believe that all life is sacred 
but they do respect and value human life. They also believe that quality of life is just as, if not 
more important than a right to life. Most Humanists believe that a foetus doesn’t become 
human at conception and they would tend to put their interests into the woman ahead of the 
foetus. Most Humanists do agree however, that abortion should be the last option. They believe 
that they best way to prevent unwanted pregnancy is to educate children through Sex 
Education and providing more easily available contraception. 
Atheists have no single view on abortion and this will depend on their personal beliefs. It is 
stated through in The Society for the Protection for Unborn Children that Atheists have very 
strong pro-life views. 
 
Christian responses to Humanist and Atheist views 
 

There may be some agreement between Christians and Humanists when it comes to abortion 
as both groups affirm their belief in the value of human life. However, all Christians would 
disagree with anyone that was either pro-life or pro-abortion. 
 
 
 

Checkpoint 
 

1. What is abortion and how is it different to a miscarriage? 

____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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2. What does the law say about abortion? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

 
3. What does Christianity teach about abortion? 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Exam Tip: Make sure you know and can explain the Church of England’s and Catholic 
teaching on abortion. 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

b) Explain  two different Christian teachings about abortion      (4 marks) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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DEATH AND THE AFTERLIFE 
 

 
 
Life after Death  
 
Whether life after death exists is a very difficult question. 
People who believe in life after death can also have very 
different ideas about what life after death is like. Some 

believe it is a spiritual type realm, such as heaven or hell. Whereas others believe that 
individuals are reborn into this world and will experience successive cycles of birth, death and 
rebirth. On the other hand some people believe in the afterlife but have no idea what it is like. 
 
People might believe in an afterlife for many different reasons: 

 Hold this belief for religious reasons 
 They or someone they know has experienced something extraordinary 
 Cannot accept a single lifetime on Earth is all there is (energy that makes up a human 

cannot be destroyed) 
 Emotionally comforting to think that you will be reunited with a loved one in heaven. 
 Consequences of good and bad behaviour are addressed. 

Christian teachings and beliefs about life after death 
 
Christianity teaches that life has a purpose and that death is not the end of our existence. The 
resurrection of Jesus and his later ascension proves that there is life after death. They also 
believe that it means that Christians have the opportunity to be with God in heaven after death. 
Many Christians refer to death as a physical death as they believe that the soul of a human is 
immortal, this soul also has a consciousness. Christians believe that the destination of the soul 
is dependent upon whether it has attained salvation. Souls that have been saved from salvation 
will go to heaven, whereas, those that haven’t will need to accept the consequences of their 
sins. They will be judged by God and God will decide the destination of the soul at the ‘end 
times’ 
 

Heaven Hell Purgatory 
 Traditionally understood to be a 

transcendent, spiritual realm 
rather than a physical place.  

 The Bible teaches that there is no 
sin, pain or suffering in heaven. 

 Place or state of being where 
unrepentant sinners go after 
death. 

 Christians believe that hell is 
not being in the presence of 

 Orthodox and Roman Catholic 
churches teach that there is also an 
immediate state after physical 
death known as purgatory. 

 This is the place where souls are 
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 It is a state of being with God and 
Jesus after death. 

 No one knows exactly what 
heaven is like since it is beyond 
human experience and even 
people who have undergone near-
death experiences have been 
unable to provide an accurate 
account. 

God after death. 
 The souls after death will long 

to be united with God and 
therefore punishment and 
misery of hell is being away 
from God. 

 Hell is seen as the desolation 
and isolation of the soul. 

purified in order to be holy enough 
to enter into heaven. 

 Christians, who believe in purgatory, 
believe that the time a soul spends 
there can be shortened by the 
prayers said of those left behind. 

 While other denominations, such as 
Anglicans, don’t refer to purgatory 
they do still believe that the soul 
continues to develop and grow in 
holiness after death. 

  
Atheist and Humanist beliefs about life after death 

 

Atheists do not believe in life after death or an idea of an afterlife. They think that we only live 
once and reject the idea of an immortal soul.  
Richard Dawkins, a prominent atheist, maintains that humans 
are a product of evolution and not a unique creation of God. He 
argues that evolution has allowed humans to develop a 
consciousness so they can choose between behaviour most 
likely to help them. This consciousness resides in the brain 
which ceases to exist after death. 
A belief in an afterlife is ‘wishful thinking’ and as there are many things as human beings we 
don’t know yet, surviving our own death is one of them. 
Humanists also believe that we only live once and reject the idea of life after death. The only 
way that we live on is through our achievements, the memories that people have of us and 
through our children. Humanists say that the fact that we only live once makes our lives more 
special. 
 
Reincarnation and remembered lives 
 
Eastern religions like Hinduism believe in the transmigration of the soul 
after death. This means that the soul passes from one body to another, it 
is also known as reincarnation. There are people who claim to remember 
very precise details of the life before and in many of these cases they have been verified. 
Many people take these past lives seriously and believe they are evidence for an afterlife. 
Some people, however, don’t believe that they are true and say that they are fraudulent 
attempts to make money. 
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Near-death Experiences 

 
A near-death experience (NDE) is a personal and paranormal 
experience in which someone very close to death is apparently 
outside their body and is aware of what is happening. They have been 
subject to much research and common themes have been identified. 

Many people who have a NDE report that there is a feeling of peace and well-being. They feel 
like they are being drawn towards a powerful light and often see loved ones that are deceased. 
Others say that they have seen doctors/ nurses trying to resuscitate them and they feel like 
they are moving towards a tunnel. Another common feature is that they feel they have a choice 
to return to their bodies and carry on a human life. 
Many people take NDE’s very seriously and have found that things are connected to the 
person’s cultural beliefs and even their religion. Others, however, argue that there is a 
scientific explanation for NDE’s and they don’t believe that they prove the idea of life after 
death. 
 

Christian responses to non-religious argument against an afterlife 
 

People who follow other religions or who don’t believe in God would disagree with Christian 
beliefs. They disagree because they hold different beliefs about what happens or no belief at 
all. Christians reject claims that there is no afterlife at all and they say that the resurrection of 
Jesus is proof. They also believe the teachings of Jesus, recorded in the Bible and say that he 
is the key to eternal life. 
The basis for Christian belief has been criticised by the non-religious and some have argued 
that there is a lack of evidence to prove that the resurrection of Jesus actually took place. 
Another argument is that the idea is a form of social control by the Church as it influences the 
way that people behave. 
In Peter 3:15-22 Christians are taught that they must be prepared to explain what they believe 
about life after death to non-religious people. They should do this in a gentle and reasoned way 
using the way they live their lives as an example. 
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Checkpoint 
 

1. What does Christianity teach about death? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. How do Christians understand the concept of the afterlife? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. Why is Jesus important to a Christian belief in life after death? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Exam Tip: Make sure you know and can explain the Christian belief about the afterlife. 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

c) Explain two Christian beliefs about the afterlife 
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom  and authority     (5 marks) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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EUTHANASIA 
 
Euthanasia is a term used to describe the act of ending a person’s life, or allowing them 
to die. It can also be referred to as assisted dying. The word euthanasia comes from 
the Greek word euthanatos that means ‘good’ or ‘easy’ death. A person who undergoes 
euthanasia is usually extremely ill with an incurable condition. There might also be 
situations where a person might want their life ended. In many cases euthanasia is 
carried out at the person’s request. This is called voluntary euthanasia and there are 
many circumstances which can be classed as voluntary euthanasia such as: 

 Someone asking for help to end their life 
 Declining potential life-saving treatment, including resuscitation 
 Refusing to eat or drink 
 Requesting medical treatment be stopped or a life support machine turned off 

Sometimes a person maybe too ill to communicate their wishes and so the decision is 
made by the next of kin/ or other relatives or medical professionals. This is called non-
voluntary euthanasia.  
Living will: Some people prepare a living will in case they 
become ill and cannot communicate their wishes. This is a 
document that sets out how you want to be treated and cared 
for in particular circumstances. Although a living will is not 
legally binding it could be taken into consideration when 
determining treatment. 
Active Euthanasia: this is when someone such as a medical 
professional deliberately does something to make the patient die, such as giving them a 
legal dose of drugs. 
Passive Euthanasia: this is when the death of a patient occurs because someone such 
as a doctor does not do something that is necessary to keep them alive such as 
resuscitation or turning off a life support machine.  
 
Euthanasia is a complex moral issue and people have very different views on it. Many 
people will make a moral distinction between active and passive euthanasia and say that 
there is a big difference between killing a patient and withholding treatment. Some 
people like doctors and nurses may prefer the idea of passive euthanasia to active. This 
is because they can fulfil the wishes of a very ill patient without deliberately killing them.  
Others might argue that letting someone die as opposed to killing them might make 
people feel better but it is still wrong. This is because they believe that human beings, 
particularly medical professionals, have a responsibility to preserve and save life. 
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There are also people who suggest that active euthanasia is more humane than passive, 
as passive can result in a much slower and painful death. 
 
THE LAW AND EUTHANASIA 

 
Euthanasia can be considered as manslaughter or murder depending on the 
circumstances. It is illegal within the UK and in most other countries in the world.  
Albania, Belgium, the Netherlands and Switzerland are among very few countries 

that allow euthanasia. In September 2015 there was an attempt to change the law on 
euthanasia in the UK through the presentation of the Assisted Dying Bill. This was 
rejected by Parliament. 
 
DIGNITY IN DYING 
 
Dignity in Dying is a national membership organisation that 
campaigns to make assisted dying a legal option for the 
‘terminally ill’, mentally competent adults within the UK. They 
believe that everyone has the right to a dignified death which 
means that every individual should have: 
 Choice over where to die, who is present and treatment options 
 Access to expert information, good quality end-of-life care 
 Control over how they die, pain relief and planning their death 

         Dying with Dignity does mean, however, there needs to be a change in the law to prevent 
people suffering against their wishes. It would also prevent dying people trying to persuade 
their families to take matters into their own hands and help them. Not everyone is also able to 
afford to travel abroad to end their life.  
 

DIFFERENT CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS ABOUT EUTHANASIA 
 

The Bible does not specifically mention euthanasia; however, it does underpin the Christian 
belief about the sanctity of life, which is a relevant issue. Most Christians are opposed to 
euthanasia or assisted dying.  
Christianity teaches that human life is sacred and precious. The value of human life is 
reinforced by one of the Ten Commandments in the Bible which states ‘Thou shalt not kill’. 
They also believe that God has a plan for everyone and that good and bad and birth and death 
are part of that plan. Only God who created life had the authority to end life no matter how bad 
the circumstances maybe. 
Some Christians believe this idea is illustrated in the book of Job (see sources of authority) 



23 
 

Protestant Views Catholic Views Humanist & Atheist Views 
 Strongly opposes euthanasia. 
 Most recent opposition highlighted 

in the Assisted Dying Bill 2015. 

 Teaches that euthanasia is 
morally wrong. 

 Pope John Paul 11 referred to 
it as ‘a grave violation of the 
law of God’ 

 They do believe that people 
have the right to refuse 
aggressive treatment and they 
make take painkillers to 
shorten their life. 

 Doctrine of Double Effect- this 
is when something morally 
good, such as giving pain 
relief, has an unwanted side, 
morally bad, such as the death 
of a patient. 

 Catholic beliefs are based on 
the Bible and the traditions of 
the Roman Catholic Church. 

 Support voluntary euthanasia. 
 Under some circumstances it 

maybe the morally right thing to 
do. 

 They do not believe in God and so 
they don’t believe that only God 
can decide when people die. 

 Atheists also agree with this view. 
 Believe that human beings have a 

fundamental right to die with 
dignity and in a way that they 
have chosen. 

 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSES 
 
Most Christians would disagree with Humanist and atheist views as they believe in the sanctity 
of life and that life is a gift from God. Free will does not give humans the right to take life away, 
not even their own. They also believe in stewardship which means they have a responsibility to 
protect the weak in society. Many Christians believe that by legalising euthanasia this could lead 
many people to feel pressured to end their lives so they are not a burden to their families. It 
could also lead to voluntary euthanasia being seen as acceptable. 
 
HOSPICE CARE  
 
The Christians and non-Christians that disagree with euthanasia would support hospice care. 
The purpose is to improve the quality of life for people who have an incurable illness and it is 
often provided by charities. It is a particular style of care which aims to meet all of the 
medical, social, practical and psychological needs of the person’s family and the spiritual needs 
of the person who is ill. Hospice care can begin when the person is first diagnosed and ends 
when they die. It can take place at home or in another setting such as care home or purpose 
built hospice.  
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This treatment, however, does not have to be continuous. People may feel that they can take a 
break from the care when they are stable enough. Hospices can also provide respite care. 
Hospice care also includes palliative care, which is medical care that provides people who are 
terminally ill with relief from their symptoms, pain and medical stress. 
 
 
Checkpoint 

 
1. What is euthanasia? 

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

2. Why are Christians opposed to euthanasia and what might they put forward as an 
alternative? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 

3. What arguments do people put forward in favour of euthanasia? 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=XkmQwN4Z&id=28114740678912304DA3EB1E9B551B25D2F78CEF&thid=OIP.XkmQwN4ZFmBX_TpTR09y_wEsEs&q=question&simid=608054103993614566&selectedIndex=68&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=XkmQwN4Z&id=28114740678912304DA3EB1E9B551B25D2F78CEF&thid=OIP.XkmQwN4ZFmBX_TpTR09y_wEsEs&q=question&simid=608054103993614566&selectedIndex=68&adlt=strict
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CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO ISSUES IN THE NATRUAL WORLD 
 

Stewardship: Christians believe that stewardship is a way of life. It means living in a way that 
recognises that everything belongs to God. This means committing their life to God’s service 
and being prepared to be held accountable for how they have used the abilities and 
opportunities that God has given them. Christians believe that if they are good stewards then 
God will reward them.  
In the past Christianity has been criticised for its attitude towards the Earth and the natural 
world, Christians now say that ENVIRONMENTALISM is the best response. Environmentalism is 
concerned with the protection and improvement of the environment.  

Exam Tip: Make sure you know and can explain the key Christian arguments against 
euthanasia. 
 
Exam Style Question; 
 

c) Explain two reasons why most Christians are opposed to euthanasia. 
In your answer you must refer to a source of wisdom  and authority     (5 marks) 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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Green Christianity: is a term that is used to refer to Christians from all denominations that 
celebrate and protect the environment. Green Christians believe that it is important for people 
to recognise the difference between stewardship and ownership of the Earth. 
 
Shrinking the Footprint: is the Church of England’s national environment campaign. The 
Archbishop of Canterbury says that Christians have a duty to be involved in the reducing of 
pollution which contributes to global warming. 
 
Operation Noah: is an Ecumenical Christian charity which represents many 
different Churches. It focuses on the growing threat of global warming and 
climate change. A key initiative for Operation Noah is called ‘Bright Now’ and this 
tries to get Churches not to use fossil fuels and cleaner energy instead. 
While many Christians are committed to protecting the environment, some believe 
that they should be more involved in politics and pass environmentally friendly laws or impose 
penalties for damage done. 
Some other ways that Christians support the environment through Operation Noah is: 

1. Encouraging the local Church community to get more involved in environmental 
issues 

2. Lobbying local politicians 
3. Fundraising and donating money 

 
CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO ANIMAL RIGHTS 
 
In the past some Christians have seen animals as a 
commodity and a resource for human beings. Today, however, 
most Christians believe that animals are part of God’s creation 
and should be protected.  
Most Christians do not think that animals have the same rights as humans but they do still 
believe that they should be treated with compassion. Many Christians disagree with ‘blood 
sports’, intensive farming or animal testing. Others will also disagree with Zoos, fur coats and 
eating meat. 
Professor Andrew Linzey, a British Anglican Priest is regarded as the leading authority on 
Christianity and animals and is an important figure in the Christian vegetarian movement. He 
argues that animals have a special moral claim on humans because they are innocent. They 
are unable to speak for themselves which makes them vulnerable to exploitation by humans. 
Some Christians might argue that being a vegetarian is more spiritual and more compatible 
with modern day society. Many Christians who are not vegetarian do not believe that this is 
what God requires of them.  

https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=lnOjep%2bg&id=BD567F2770CF3D2154230249EEFF7BFE2C513D21&thid=OIP.lnOjep-gCIhbPmKhxSWKUwCSCS&q=operation+Noah&simid=608011678339039457&selectedIndex=24&adlt=strict
https://www.bing.com/images/search?view=detailV2&ccid=JKoRuQOm&id=8AFC4FD09A3AF51D1CE271B07E6956193B228EB5&thid=OIP.JKoRuQOm8Q1nf1h8utRpbgEsDX&q=animal+rights&simid=608005390530448332&selectedIndex=126&adlt=strict,strict,strict
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Anglican Society for the Welfare of Animals:  was founded to draw the attention of Christians 
and non-Christians alike to the abuse of animals. They believe that intensive farming, 
mistreatment of pets and the killing of animals for pleasure raises serious ethical issues. The 
ASWA encourages churches to include animal’s welfare prayers and concerns in their 
services. It believes that the Bible teaches everyone that they should care for the animals and 
rescue those in distress. 
 
 
 
 
Checkpoint  
 

1. Why do Christians believe that they have a responsibility to protect the environment? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

2. What are ‘Shrinking the Footprint’ and Operation Noah? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
 

3. How do Christians support animal rights? 
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________ 
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Exam Tip: Make sure you know and can explain Christian responses to the environment 
and animal rights. 
 
Exam Style Question; 
  

d) ‘The natural world must be protected’    (12marks) 
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against. 

In your response you should: 
 Refer to Christian teachings 
 Refer to non-religious points of view 
 Reach a justified conclusion        

__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________ 
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RECALL QUIZ 

Topic and Question Confident Some 
knowledge 

Little 
knowledge 

The Origins and value of the Universe    
1. How did Georges Lemaitre explain the origins of the universe?    
2. What does Christianity teach about the value of the universe?    

3. Why has Christianity been criticised for its attitude towards the 
universe? 

   

Sanctity of Life    
4. What does the term sanctity of life mean?    

5. What is the significance of a belief in the sanctity of life for 
Christians today? 

   

The origins and value of human life    
6. How does science explain the origins of human life?    

7. Why do Christians believe that human life is of value?    

8. What do atheists and Humanists think about the value of human 
life? 

   

Abortion    
9. What does Christianity teach about abortion?    

10. How do different Christians respond to the issue of abortion?    

Death and the afterlife    
11. Why do Christians believe in the afterlife?    

12. What other reasons do some people have for believing in the 
afterlife?  

   

13. Why do atheists and Humanists reject a belief in the afterlife?    

Euthanasia    
14. What implications does euthanasia have for the value and sanctity 

of human life from a Christian perspective? 
   

15. Why do some people want euthanasia legalised?    
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16. What is hospice care?    

Christian responses to issues in the natural world    
17. How do Christians respond to the issue of animal rights?    

18. What do Christians believe to be the responsibilities of stewardship 
in today’s world? 
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SOURCES OF WISDOM AND AUTHORITY 
 

The Origins and value of the universe (pages 3-6) 
 
‘Are not two sparrows sold for a penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground 
outside your Father’s care’ (Matthew 10:29) 
 
‘For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities- his eternal power and divine 
nature have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made…. (Romans 
1:20) 
 
The sanctity of life (pages 6-9) 
 
‘So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them…’ 
(Genesis 1:27) 
 
‘Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I 
appointed you as a prophet to the nations’ (Jeremiah 1:5) 
 
The origins and value of human life (pages 10-13) 
 
‘Everyone has the right to life, liberty and security of person’ (Article 3 of the Declaration 
of Human Rights) 
 
Abortion (pages 13-16) 
 
‘To regard the life of the mother as less valuable than that of her unborn child does not 
consider ‘her right to life’… (Abortion An ethical Discussion, Church Information Office 
1965) 
 
‘I declare that direct abortion, that is abortion willed as an end ….constitutes as grave 
moral disorder since it is the deliberate killing of an innocent human being’ (Pope John 
Paul ii) 
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Death and the afterlife (pages 17-20) 
 
‘He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or 
crying or pain, for the old order of things has passed away’ (Revelation 21:4) 
 
‘Do not be afraid for those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul. Rather be afraid of 
the One who can destroy both the soul and body in hell.’ (Matthew 10:28) 
 
Euthanasia (pages 21-25) 
 
‘His wife said to him, ‘Are you still maintaining your integrity? Curse God and die! He 
replied, ‘you are talking foolish woman, shall we accept good from God and not trouble? 
In all this Job did not sin in what he said.’ (Job 2:9-10) 
 
 
Christian responses to issues in the natural world (pages 25-28) 
 
‘The righteous care for the needs of their animals… (Proverbs 12:10) 
 
‘Then he asked them, ‘If one of you has a child or an ox that falls into a well on the 
Sabbath day, will you not immediately pull it out?’  (Luke 14:5) 
 


