


 

1. Cohabitation The state of living together and having a sexual relationship without 
being married 
 

2.  Marriage Formal union of a man and a woman, typically as recognised by law, 
by which they become husband and wife 
 

3.  Faithfulness  Never having a sexual relationship with anyone else 
 

4.  Pre-marital sex  Sex occurring or existing before marriage  
  

5.  Promiscuity  Having several sexual relations 
 

6.  Adultery  Voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and a person 
who is not their spouse 
 

7.  Divorce  The legal dissolution of a marriage by a court or other competent 
body 
 

8. Remarriage A second or subsequent marriage 
 

9.  Nuclear family  A couple and their dependent children, regarded as a basic social unit 
 

10. Annulment Declare (a marriage) to have had no legal existence 
 

11. Reconstituted family The joining of two adults via marriage, cohabitation or civil 
partnership, who have children from previous relationships 
 

12.  Civil partnership  The joining of two adults via marriage, cohabitation or civil 
partnership, who have children from previous relationships 
 

13.  Homosexuality A legally recognized union of a same-sex couple, with rights similar to 
those of marriage 
 

14.  Procreation To produce young; reproduce 
 

15.  Contraception The deliberate use of artificial methods or other techniques to 
prevent pregnancy as a consequence of sexual intercourse 
 

16. Equality  The state of being equal, especially in status, rights, or opportunities 
 

17. Prejudice Preconceived opinion that is not based on reason or actual experience 
 

18. Discrimination Antagonism directed against someone of a different race based on 
the belief that one's own race is superior 



Christian teachings about marriage

Christianity teaches that Christian marriage 

between a male and female is a very important 

relationship. This is the right relationship to 

have children.

Getting married in a Church in the presence of  

God is important to Christians and they believe 

that marriage is much more than a special 

ceremony. They make vows during the 

ceremony that they believe are binding and 

sacred and the promise to treat each other 

according to Christian principles.

Christians believe that marriage is a gift from 

God, however, not all Christians have to be 

married.

Many Christians believe that the relationship 

of  marriage can be compared to the 

relationship between Jesus and the Church.

‘ That is why a man leaves his father and 
mother and is united to his wife, and they 
become one flesh’ (Genesis 2:24)

The importance of  marriage in 

society

Throughout the last century attitudes 

towards marriage have changed and the 

number of  people getting married has 

decreased. There are a number of  reasons 

for this:

• Decline in religious influence

• Changing roles of  women

• Availability of  contraception

• Less strict divorce laws.

Marriage is no longer seen as the norm and 

cohabiting couples are increasing. Some 

people argue that marriage is no guarantee 

for a happy relationship.

Christians argue that marriage is important 

for society as:

• It regulates sexual behaviour



Humanists believe that everyone should live a good life but this doesn’t have to be a religious 

one. They believe in shared values and respect for others and that marriage is a secular 

tradition.

They believe that people should be able to have a non religious wedding ceremony and have a 

civil ceremony instead. The British Humanist Association have been at the forefront of  the 

campaign for the right to conduct legal wedding ceremonies for both homosexual couples and 

heterosexual ones.Cohabitation
This describes the relationship between two people who live 

together and have a sexual relationship but are not married. 

The Roman Catholic church is totally against it:

• Living together and having sexual relations outside of  

marriage is a sin

• Couples who live together are not allowed to take part in 

communion

Other Protestant traditions like the Church of  England 

accept that:

• Attitudes towards marriage have changed

• Couples live together without being married (although 

they do hope that they will get married in the future)



Sexual relationships should only take place between a man and a woman 

that are married to each other. 

• Sex should only take place within a marriage and all other forms of  

sexual activity are forbidden.

• Marriage should be respected and the relationship between a husband 

and wife kept pure.

• After death God will judge those that have committed adultery and 

those that are sexually immoral.

View 1 View 2

 Main purpose of  sex within marriage 

is to have children. This means that 

sex should only take place between 

a man and a woman as same- sex 

couples cannot naturally produce.

 Christians base this belief  on 

Biblical command from the creation 

in Genesis 1:28.

 Other Christians say that sex 

between a husband and wife has 

another purpose; it is an expression 

of  their love and unites them as a 

couple.

 Attitude in view 1 is outdated.

 They argue that Christianity is 

Agape (selfless and 

love) and it is wrong to criticise 

in a loving relationship.

 Some also find sexual 

between homosexuals 

within a permanent and caring 

relationship.

 Christians disagree with people 

having sex within a casual or 

term relationship.

Attitudes of  Christians can 

vary and some Christians 

agree that sex before 

marriage, prostitution and 

adultery are wrong.

They go against the Bible 

which says that your body is 

a ‘Temple of  God’. 
Atheist and Humanist teachings

These ideas are not based on religious 

teachings. Freedom and choice are two 

important values and they think the 

humans should be free to have a sexual 

relationship who with who they want as 

long as they don’t damage others.

Humanists are opposed to all forms of  

sexual abuse and exploitation. 

The purity ring is a modern idea that began in the USA. It is 

a silver ring worn on the third finger of  the left hand by a 

teenager/ adult to show that they have made a commitment 

to remain sexually pure until they are married.



Family structures have majorly changed over the last 50years. There 

has been a significant increase in same-sex couples, single parents 

and cohabiting couples. 

Christian teachings

Family was established by God during the creation and marriage is 

the correct relationship to have children. Christians believe they have 

a responsibility to have children if  they are able and the Bible teaches 

that children are a blessing form God. 

Many Christian parents choose to have their children baptised when 

they are young to show their commitment, others, who do not 

practice infant baptism might have a ceremony of  dedication.

Children should obey their parents till adulthood but the responsibility 

to look after them lasts a lifetime. The Bible also says that parents 

should not ‘wind up’ their children and bring them up the way that 

God intends.

Non-religious purposes to the family

Humanists welcome the diversity of  family structures as they are able 

to choose a family that works for them. A loving and stable 

relationship is best for bringing up children and although marriage 

can support this couples are not pressured into having children as 



The Christian Church is divided into many groups or denominations such as Roman Catholics, Church of  

England and the Baptist Church. Denominations contain separate churches that are grouped according to 

a geographical area and these are known as parishes. Each parish priest is responsible for worship and 

providing support for the community.

How and why the local church community supports families

Being a Christian does not guarantee an easy life and they have a duty to care for others. Christians 

believe that God’s love can be expressed in the way humans relate to and care for each other and they 

have a responsibility to care for their family and those in the church ‘family’.

Parishes will support families in numerous ways such as:

Family worship- will hold family friendly services so that the family can worship together.

Rites of  passage- things such as baptisms and weddings are acknowledged through the Church.

Classes for adults and parents – Church will run specific groups that support parents and may run supper 

clubs.

Children’s groups – May run baby and toddler groups throughout the week and take part in Sunday 

School.

Counselling – Families or an individual may talk to their Priest or vicar about things that are bothering 

them.



Christian teachings and attitudes towards family planning and 

regulation of  births do not come from the Bible as it does not refer 

to it. The Bible does make it clear that Christians have a 

responsibility to procreate and modern forms of  contraception 

were not available. The teachings are therefore based on Church 

teachings.

 All Churches disagreed with artificial forms of  contraception 

until the start of  the 20thCentury. 

 Since 1958 the Church of  England had accepted that parents 

should be able to choose how many children they have.

 Better quality of  life can be achieved with smaller family sizes.

Humanae Vitae

 The Roman Catholic Church disagrees with all 

forms of  contraception. This attitude was set 

out in the 1930’s. by Pope Pius who taught that 

birth control was an abuse of  ‘the law of  God’

 In 1968 Pope Paul agreed with this view in the 

Humanae Vitae  which outlines the dangers for 

society and the Church with the use of  

contraception.The Roman Catholic Church teaches that God 

designed sex for married men and women for the 

purpose of  reproduction. It also teaches that:

• All marital sex should be open to conception

• Using contraception takes away the possibility 

of  creating new life

• Using contraception might make people prefer 

sex to love

It also strongly oppose the use of  contraception 

that kills a fertilised egg such as the morning after 

pill and sees abortion as murder.

Atheist and Humanist views on contraception

Humanists have played an important role in the promotion of  

contraception. They think that the use of  contraception is 

acceptable as long as there are no negative consequences. The 

BHA believe that if  every child is wanted and the health of  the 

mother is more important. They also believe that contraception can 

help to reduce the amount of  abortions but say that it should be 

used responsibly.Christian responses to humanist and atheist views

The Roman Catholic church would disagree with the above ideas as they don’t agree with artificial forms. The Church of  

England however say that contraception should be used responsibly and not to promote promiscuity. Many Christians 

would also agree with Humanists on every child being wanted but disagree as they believe that God has a plan for 

everyone.



The Biblical teaching on divorce is unclear. Remarriage after divorce was permitted but not for everyone.

In one part of  the new testament Jesus suggests that:

• A man can only divorce his wife if  she has committed adultery. 

• A divorced woman is a ‘victim of  adultery’

• A man who marries a divorced woman commits adultery

• Remarriage after divorce is not allowed 

Christian teachings and attitudes towards divorce

They differ in their teachings. Christianity teaches that marriage is a lifelong relationship. During the ceremony they 

promise to stay together for the rest of  their lives. Churches do encourage couples to do whatever they can to repair 

their marriage before getting divorced.

Some Christians do believe that life is not perfect and humans are going to make mistakes and they should not have to 

suffer in an unhappy marriage. Although they think this they do believe that divorce to easy to get.

Situation Ethics

Christian attitudes towards divorce can be influenced through situation ethics. This is where circumstances of  each 

individual situation are considered carefully and Christians will based their decision on what is the most loving thing to 

do. 

Roman Catholic teachings

Roman Catholic Church is against divorce and forbids people to remarry. It teaches that marriage is a special bond and 

binding. This bond cannot be broken by humans. Catholics do allow annulment however. Which is where the Church 

determines that the marriage was never legal.

Humanist teachings

Believe that a marriage breakdown can 

cause many issues, especially for children 

and so divorce is better. They don’t believe 

that marriage is sacred and they support 

personal freedom.



Christian attitudes vary and some Christians believe that roles should reflect Genesis 2:18 and this has 

helped to form the Patriarchal model . This idea is that men are the head of  the household and women are 

there to support their husbands.

The Roman Catholic attitude is more of  a traditional model in which they don’t believe that you can change 

the Bible teachings just because of  latest ideas. They say that men and woman have been created equally 

in the eyes of  God but have ben given roles in life and religions. The main idea here is about women in 

Church leadership and the fact that females are not allowed to be priests. (this is due to the priest 

representing Jesus during mass and a woman can’t be a man)

Some Christians disagree with this and believe that men and women were created in the image of  God and 

there is no difference between them. This is true of  the Church of  England who also allow women to be 

ministers.

Atheist and Humanist teachings

Many atheists have criticised Christianity for the way that women have been treated through history. They 

believe that the roles of  men and women within the family should work for the individual. If  the woman is a 

higher wage earner then she should go to work and the husband stay at home. Roles within the family 

should not be based on gender alone.



Prejudice- to pre-judge someone based on a fixed idea.

Stereotype- assumes that people from the same group (race, religion, 

gender etc) behave the same way.

Discrimination- when a person or group are treated differently. (positive 

and negative)
Christian opposition to gender prejudice and discrimination

Many Christians and non-Christians argue that the Church has much to answer for when it comes to gender prejudice 

even though there are many statements in the Bible that support gender equality. The issue of  sexism within the Church 

has widely been discussed and two key areas for discussion are whether women can be priests and their role within the 

family.

Christian Aid

International Christian charity that works with people of  all religions and achieving gender equality lies at the heart of  

their campaigns. They believe that gender inequality goes against Christian beliefs and impacts women from birth to 

death. They do accept however that it makes it difficult for women to be wives, mothers and daughters in today’s society 

and also for men to have the traditional roles that are expected of  them.

Tearfund

Another international charity that campaigns for gender equality. It recognises the worth of  both men and women and its 

ideas are largely based on the Christian teachings on stewardship.

Atheist and Humanist attitudes

Strong feminist tradition within atheism that has focused on gender discrimination and inequality. More men than women 

are atheists as women are seen as more religious than men.


