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GCSE RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
Marriage and the Family

CHECK LIST E

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

1. Christian beliefs about martiage (pages4-6)

2. Sexual relationships (pages 7-9)

3. Contraception (pagesl6-18)

4. The importance of the family (pages 9-13)

5. Men and women in the family (pages9-13)

6. Families in the local Parish (pages 13-15)

/. Divoree (pages 19-21)

8. Equality of men and women within the family (pages 22-24)
9. Gender prejudice and diserimination (pages26-28)

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO RECALL

e The laws regarding martiage within the Uk

e [Narriages can be religious and non-religious

e (Christianity feaches that martiage is an important and special union that includes
a sexval relationship and children.

RECALL!


http://kids4truth.com/watchmaker/watch.html

L Cohabitation

2. Marriage

3. Faithfulhess
4. Pre-marital sex
5. Promiscuity

6. Adultery

7. Divorce
8. Remattiage
9. Nuclear family

10. Annulment

11. Reconstituted family

12. Civil partnership
13. Homosexuality
14. Procreation

15. Contraception

16. Equality
17. Prejudice

18. Diserimination

The state of living together and having a sexual relationship without being
martied

Formal union of a man and a woman, typically as recognised by law. by which
they become husband and wife

Never having a sexual relationship with anyone else
Sex oceurting or existing before martiage
Having several sexual relafions

Voluntary sexual infercourse befween a martied person and a person who is not
their spouse

The legal dissolution of a martiage by a court o other competent body
A second or subseduent marriage
A couple and their dependent children. regarded as a basic social unit
Declare (a martiage) to have had no legal existence

The joining of Two adulfs via marriage. cohabitation or civil parthership. who have
children from previous relationships

A legally recognized union of a same-sex couple. with rights similar fo those of
Mmartiage
Sexual attraction fo someone of the same sex

To produce young: reproduce

The deliberate use of artificial methods or other techniques fo prevent pregnancy
as a conseduence of sexual infercourse

The state of being edual. especially in status, rights. or opportunities
Preconceived opinion that is nof based on reason or actual experience

Antagonism directed against someone of a different race based on the belief that
ohe's own race is supetrior



MARRIAGE

CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS ABOUT MARRTAGE

Christianity teaches that Christian martiage between a male ﬁ;
and a female is a very imporfant relationship in Christian life. Wgisls)”
Motally it is in this relationship that children should be born {n;’/,; s ool oyt

and sexual relations take place. e e el e e e
Gefting martied in a Church for Christians is also important, as it is in the presence of
God. However, they do believe that marriage is much more than one special day and
Christians will make vows during their ceremony that they believe are scared and
binding.

Christians will make promises 1o live life fogether and treat each other according to
Chrisfian principles.

Chrisfian beliefs about martiage are based upon the teachings of Jesus in the New
Testament and he taught that a martiage between one man and one woman is:

v’ Part of God's plan.

v What God infended for human beings when they were created.

Christians believe that martiage is a gift from God. however, they dont believe that
everyone should be martied in order to live a Christian life. Jesus taught that the
most important thing is that they live their life according fo God's will and this
means that a single person should be CELIBATE which means that they are not
sexvally acfive until they marry.

Many Christians also believe that the relationship of marriage can be compared to
that of Jesus and the Church and some argue that the Jesus-Chureh model is for
all relationships to aspire to.

THE IMPORTANCE OF MARRIGE IN SOCIETY

Throughout The last century attitudes o martiage have changed and the number of
people gefting martied has decreased. There are a number of reasons for this,
such as a decline in religious influence. changing status and the role of women.

This has led to marriage no longer being seen as the norm and an increase in
cohabiting couples. Some people argue that martiage does not guarantee a happy
relationship or a befter society.


https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://www.abc.net.au/reslib/201706/r1706191_26532850.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.abc.net.au/religion/articles/2017/06/01/4679082.htm&docid=TQckd3ZwhAuaCM&tbnid=FQH9HR9mT6q50M:&vet=10ahUKEwjYrtDd__nWAhVpJsAKHV40AdUQMwiTASgzMDM..i&w=700&h=394&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=628&biw=1024&q=CHRISTIANITY AND MARRIAGE&ved=0ahUKEwjYrtDd__nWAhVpJsAKHV40AdUQMwiTASgzMDM&iact=mrc&uact=8

Christians. however do argue that martiage is important and they believe that

martiage helps to stabilise society and provides a basis for good moral values and

social behaviour. this is due fo:

v’ Regulating sexual behaviour

v’ Providing a permanent and stable environment to bring up children

v’ Teaching people to be less selfish because they have made a commitment fo God
and their spouse.

HUMANIST ATTITUDE TOWARDS MARRTAGE

Humanists believe that martiage is a secular tradition and it should involve shared
human values and respect for others. They believe that an important event such as
a wedding should be marked with a personalised ceremony. They dont believe that
martiage is a religious tradition or something established by God. The British
Humanist Association also campaigned for the right fo have a legal wedding
ceremony for both heterosexual and same-sex couples.

COHABITATION

v,
dy
4

»

COHABITATION describes the relationship that two people have if
‘ they live fogether and have a sexual relationship but are not
A

Ya S martied. Some Christian denominations such as Roman Catholies
HL ( disagree with cohabitation as according to the Catholic Church:
1. Living fogether and having sexual relations outside of
n martiage is a sin.

2. Couples who live Together are not allowed fo take part in Communion, like
divorced or remarried couples.

Profestant Churches on the other hand accept that:

1. Aftitudes towards martiage have changed.

2. Couples live fogether without being married. although they would hope that they
would eventually gef married.


https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/sites/default/files/styles/article_full/public/images/Cohabitation Bill 2015.jpg?itok%3Dgxk1_I1z&imgrefurl=https://www.solicitorsjournal.com/node/205205&docid=e-B3Js7r2hQZOM&tbnid=vcSat9XCBkX19M:&vet=10ahUKEwja78yGhPrWAhVoBsAKHQF-BJk4ZBAzCAcoBTAF..i&w=720&h=405&hl=en&safe=strict&bih=628&biw=1024&q=COHABITATION&ved=0ahUKEwja78yGhPrWAhVoBsAKHQF-BJk4ZBAzCAcoBTAF&iact=mrc&uact=8

Checkpoint

1. Why do Chrisfians believe that marriage is important?

2. What does getting martied in a Church mean to Christians?

3. In what ways do Christians think that marriage benefits society?

Exam Tip: Nake sure you can remember what Christians believe about martiage.

Exam Style Question:

a)  Outline three Christian beliefs about martiage. (3marks)




SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS

Christianity feaches that sexual relationships should only fake place between a man and

a woman who are martied fo each other. The Bible says throughout that:

e Sex should only fake place within a marriage and that all other forms of sexual
acfivity are forbidden.

e Marriage should be respected. and the sexual relationship between a husband and
wife should be kept pure.

o After death. God will judge and punish people who commit adultery and those that
are sexually immoral.

Christian attifudes towards sexual relationships can vary. Some Christians agree with the
above points as they think that sex before marriage. adultery. prosfitution and homosexual
relationships are wrong (as stated in Corinthians) They think these kinds of sexual
relationships disrespect the human body which. according to the Bible. is the temple of the
Holy Spirit and belongs o God.

The purity ring is a modern idea that began in the USA. Tt is a silver ring worn on the third
finger of the left hand by a teenager/ adult fo show that they have made a commitment to
remain sexually pure and not have sex until they are martried.

View 1 View 2
» Main purpose of sex within martiage is o have > Aftitude in view 1 is outdated.
children. This means that sex should only take place | » They argue that Christianity is about Agape
befween a man and a woman as same- sex couples (selfless and unconditional love) and if is wrong to
cannot haturally produce. crificise sex in a loving relafionship.
» Christians base this belief on Biblical command from | > Some also find sexual relationships between
the creafion in Genesis 1:28, homosexuals acceptable within a permanent and
> Other Christians say that sex befween a husband caring relafionship.
and wife has another purpose: if is an expression of | > Christians disagree with people having sex within
theit love and unites them as a couple. a casual or short- term relafionship.




ATHEIST AND HUMANIST ATTITUDES TO SEXUAL RELATIONSHIPS

Views on issues such as sex before marriage. adultery and prostitution are not based
on religious teachings. Freedom and choice are two important Humanist values,
providing they do not cause harm to anyone else. Humanists believe that consenting
adults should be free fo have a sexual relationship with who they want as long as if
does not damage others. Humanists are opposed fo all forms of sexval abuse and
exploitation. Humanists also believe that people should take info consideration the
conseduences of their actions.

Checkpoinit

1. What does Christianity feach about sexual relafionships?

2. How does the wearing of a purity ring by some Christians reflect their beliefs?

3. What is the Humanist aftitude fowards sexual relationships?




Exam Tip: Make sure you remember that different denominations have different views.

Exam Style Question;

b)  Explain two different Chtistian attitudes fowards sexval relationships.
(4marks)

FAMILIES

Family structures within society have changed over the last 50 years. There has been
a significant increase in the number of single parent, step or blended families,
cohabiting couples, same-sex couples and grown-up children living at home for longer-
As a result, there is now a wide range of family structures in modern society.




Nuclear Family

Traditionally a unit that consists of
a male & female parent. martied
10 each other. plus their children.
Nowadays this definition also
includes cohabiting couples and
their children

Blended family

Sometimes known as a
stepfamily or reconstituted
family. includes children
from the previous
martiages ot relafionships
of either the husband,
wife or both.

Extended family

A unit that goes beyond the
nuclear family o include several
generafions such as
grandparents, aunts, uncles and
cousins. Extended families live
close together or even in the
same house.

Single- parent family

Refers fo a person, male
or female. who has a
dependent child or
children but who is
unmartied. divoreed or
widowed.

Same- sex family

Refers fo two people of the
same sex living Together.
with or without children.

Either as a martied couple

or cohabifing.
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CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS AND BELTEFS ABOUT THE IMPORTANCE AND
PURPOSE OF THE FAMILY

Christians believe that family was established by God during the Creation and that
martiage is the correct relationship fo have children. Many Christians believe they have
a responsibility to have children., if they are able fo. The Bible also feaches that Children
are a blessing from God.

In modern society families come in many forms and there is a belief that families have
an important part fo play in the Church. Chrisfians and non-Christians alike see the
family as a building block for society and this is because the family is where children
are cared for, learn moral values and are taught the ways of society.

What distinguishes a Christian family from a non-Christian family is that children will

also learn about the Christian faith and what it means to be a Christian. Chrisfians will

also see parallels between:

e Their physical family

e The family they are born info

e The spiritual family they are ‘born again’ into when they accept Jesus Christ as
their saviour-

Many Christian parents choose fo have their children baptised when they are young to
show they are members of the Christian family. Other Christians from denominations
that do not pracfice infant baptism might have a Ceremony of Dedication insfead. The
child is presented 1o the congregation and vows are made fo raise them as a Christian.
The Bible teaches that children should:

e Obey their parents

e Honour their parents

e (are for their parents

Many Christians understand this to mean that children should obey their parents until
they reach adulthood but the responsibility fo honour and care for their parents lasts a
lifetime.

11



The Bible also says that parents should not ‘wind' their children up ot alienate them.
They should bring them up in the way that God wants.

Christian parents have an obligation fo teach their children about the Christian faith and
bring them up as Chrisfians. This means helping them to:

e Know and understand God

e Follow Christian feachings

o Fulfil the purpose God might have for them

NON-RELIGIOUS RESPONSES TO THE PURPOSE OF THE FAMILY

Humanists welcome the diversity of family structures that exist foday because this
makes it possible for people fo have the type of family that is right for them.

Humanists believe that close, loving and stable relationships are important for bringing
up children. They think martiage can help to support this but there are other
considerations too, such as whether people can afford to have children or whether they
can give their children the care and atfention they need.

On a personal level they would not believe that children are a blessing from God and

that family is the place for the passing on of religious beliefs and tradifions, as they do
not believe in God.

Checkpoint

L What are the different types of family that exists in modern society?

2. Why do Christians believe that family is important?

3. What is the Humanist attitude fowards the family?

12



Exam Tijp:Make sure you understand the ways in which a Christian upbringing might
be different to a non-religious childhood.

Exam Style Question:

b)  Explain two reasons why a Christian upbringing might lead to a belief in God.
(4marks)

SUPPORT FOR FAMILIES IN THE LOCAL PARISH

The Christian Church is divided info many groups or denominations, for example:

13



The Church of England
The Roman Catholic Church
The Methodist Church

The Baptist Church

Denominations contain separate churches grouped

geographical area and these are known as DIOCESES.

diocese has smaller areas known as PARISHES or
communities. Each parish has a priest that is responsible for Christian worship and

providing support for the community such as emotional and spiritual care. In smaller
areas a priest may be responsible for several churches and parishes.

according to
Each
local church

HOW AND WHY THE LOCAL CHURCH COMMUNITY SUPPORTS FAMILIES

Being a Christian does not quarantee an easy life and many believe that being a
Christian means that you have a duty to help and care for others.
Christians believe that God's love can be expressed in the way humans relate to and

care for each other and they have a responsibility to care for their family and those in
their family’ at Chureh.

Parishes try fo support Christian and non-Christian families and most Churches have a
website that shows what is available.

Family Worship

Rites of Passage

Classes for adults
& parents

Children's groups

Counselling

Local churches will
hold family friendly
services so that
families can worship
God together.

They may run
slightly shorter. get
the children involved
and provide toys.

Some churches
more recently have
introduced ‘messy
chureh” which
encourages families
to do something

Families often tum
Yo their local Church
af significant points
in their life such as
the birth of a child.
They are
acknowledged
through ceremonies
in the Church.

The Church offers
support and
guidance at these
fimes. The ‘wider’
family of the
Church will also

e Some parenfs in
modern day sociely
feel that the
spiritual
development of
their child can be a
challenge.

e The Church will run
specific groups thaf
parents can aftend.

e  Prayer or study
groups are popular.

e  Parishes may hold a
lecture or talk on a
specific fopic.

The Bible teaches that
it is important that
Children learn about
Jesus and the
Christian faith from
an early age.

Many children will
aftend Sunday school
while their parents
are in Church.

Others may run baby
and foddler groups
and mid-week
playgroups.

Youth clubs are also
run for older children.

Families or an individual
may talk to their Priest
or Vicar about things
that are bothering them.
Some parishes offer
specific Christian
counselling and this is
different fo normal
counselling sessions as
they include the main
principles of the faith.
They are to help the
body. mind and soul of
a person and also fo
dive a person a
renewed sense of hope.

14




together and develop share inthejoy and | @  Many will hold lunch | Some Churches wil

their long lasting sorrow of these or supper clubs 1o run assemblies for
faith in a fun way. fimes. aid those who need local schools and
them. special services for

school children.

Checkpoinit

1L How are different denominations of the Christian Chutrch organised on a
geographical basis?

2. What kinds of support might a local church offer families?

3. Why might the support of a local church be important fo families?

Exam Tip: Make sure you know the ways that a church might support families.

Exam Style Question:

b)  Explain two reasons (giving examples) why the support of the local chureh
might be important to families. (4marks)




CONTRACEPTION

Christian feachings and aftitudes fowards family planning and the regulation of births do not
come from the Bible as it doesn't refer to if. Although the Bible makes it clear that human
beings have a responsibility fo procreate, modern forms of contraception were not available
duting biblical fimes. The feachings that follow are therefore based on Church feachings:

% All Churches disagreed with arfificial forms of contraception until the start of the
20thCentury.

% Since 1958 the Church of England has accepted that parents should decide how many
children they have and the contraception should be chosen by both the husband and the
wife.

%+ Betfer quality of life can be had with smaller family sizes.

** The C OF E does not think the contraception is a sin or goes against God's purpose.

% The Methodist Church believes that using contraception can bring about a greater fulfilment
of martiage.

HUMANAE VITAE

The Roman Catholic Church disagrees with all arfificial forms of contraception:

> This affitude was set out in the 1930's by Pope Pius XL Who taught that birth control was an
abuse of the law of God' and those who used it were committing a sin.

» 1n 1968 Pope Paul V1 agreed with this view in the Humanae Vitae. He knew this document
would be controversial but he felf the Catholic Church should point out the dangers of
contraception for both the Church and society.

The Roman Catholic Church teaches that God designed sex for married men and women for
the purpose of reproduction. This is an unchanging principle that all should adhere to. It also
teaches that:

v All marital sex must be open to conception

v’ Using confraception takes away the possibility of creafing new life

v’ Using contraception might make people more immoral because they prefer love fo sex

It also strongly opposes:
v’ Contraception that kills the fertilised egg for example the morning after pill
v Aborfion which is seen as murder.

Not all Catholics follow the teachings of the Roman Catholic Church regarding contraception.
They say that responsible use of contraception could help fo control the population explosion,

reduce poverty and lower the risk of some health issues such as AIDS.
16



ATHEIST AND HUMANIST VIEWS TOWARDS CONTRACEPTION AND FAMILY PLANNING

Humanists have played an important role in the promotion of contraception. They do not
think that contraception ifself is a moral issue and Humanists agree with:
e The use of contraception as long as there are no negafive consequences
e The British Humanist Association thinks that if every child is wanted and mothers
are healthier then it must be a good thing.
e TIf could reduce the amount of abortions
e They agree that contraception should be used responsibly.

Humanists disagree with: the Roman Catholic Church's ‘natural law’ as they dont believe
in God given principles.

CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO ATHEIST AND HUMANIST VIEWS ABOUT FAMILY PLANNING

The Roman Catholic Chureh would disagree with Humanist ideas about contraception as they
dont agree with attificial forms. The Church of England however. would agree as they say that
the use of contraception must be used responsibly and not fo promote promiscuity. The
Church of England and Humanists are also aligned in their hope that contraception can reduce
the amount of abortions.

Many Christians would agree with the Humanist belief that it is best if every child is wanted but
some may disagree as they believe that God has a plan for everyone who is born and what
God has planned is far more important.

Some Christians o Christian churches may not agree with atheists depending on their own
personal beliefs.

Checkpoint

1. How does the Church of England teaching on contraception. family planning and the
regulation of births compare fo Roman Catholic teachings on these matters?

17



2. What reasons does the Methodist Church give for allowing contraception?

3. Why do Humanists believe that contraception is not a moral or ethical issue?

Exam Tip: Ensure you can compare and contrast the different Christian teachings.

Exam Style Question;

¢) Explain two different aftitudes towards family planning and the regulation of
births.

You must refer fo a source of wisdom and authorily in your answer  (Smarks)




DIVORCE

The Biblical teaching on divorce is unclear. In ancient fimes only men could say if they wanted
a divorce and somefimes for very minor reasons. Remartiage after divorce was permitted but
not for everyone. For example a hushand and wife could not remarry each other if they
divorced and then the wife martied someone else and divorced again: this is because the wife
would have been seen fo be ‘spoiled-

In one part of the New Testament Jesus suggests that:
1. A man can only divorce his wife is she commits adultery
2. A divorced woman is a ‘victim of adultery’
3. A man who marties a divoreed woman commits aduttery
4. Remartiage after divoree is not allowed

In cases like desertion then the partner who remains can remarty.

CHRISTIAN TEACHINGS AND ATTITUDES TOWARDS DIVORCE

Christian churches differ in their teaching about divorce and remartiage. Christianity teaches
that martiage is a lifelong relationship. During the ceremony. couples promise fo stay together
for the rest of their lives but some Christian churches accept that life does not always work
ouf as planned.

Nevertheless churches do encourage couples to do whatever they can fo repait their marriage
before getting divorced.

Some Christians do believe that while marriage is very important humans do make mistakes
and they would not want people such as children to suffer in an unhappy martiage. Although
Chrisfians do support divoree they do also think that it is too easy to get.

SITUATION ETHICS

Christian attifudes towards divorce can be influenced through sifuation ethies. This is where
the circumstances of each individual situation are considered carefully and Christians will

make a decision about whether something is right or wrong based on the principle of aggpe
and what is the most loving thing 1o do in that situation.
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ROMAN CATHOLIC TEACHINGS ON DIVORCE

The Roman Catholic Church is against divorce and forbids divorced people fo
remarty. It feaches that marriage is a special bond that is permanent and
binding. The bond cannot be broken by humans and only God can separate it.
Some Roman Catholies with broken martiages choose 1o live apart rather than
divorce: this is due o them not wanting fo go against the teachings of the
Church. In some cases however, they will accept divorce such as if there was domestic
violence in the marriage and if the husband or wife didnt want a divorce but their partner
gave them no choice.

The Roman Catholies that do remarty after divorce are seen fo have committed a grave sin
and are no longer able o fake part in the Eucharist. Annulmentis acceptable within Catholicism
as this has determined that the Church says the marriage was never legal.

WHAT DO HUMANISTS AND ATHIESTS THINK ABOUT DIVORCE?

Humanists think that a marriage breakdown can cause many issues especially for children so
it is better fo divorce but this should be handled well o improve the quality of life for those
involved. Also they believe it is befter for two parents to enjoy the bringing up of their children
and sharing the work than being unhappy togethet and due to conflict sometimes divorce is
the best opfion.

Humanists do not believe that martiage is sacred and they support personal freedom. liberal
divorce laws and the ability To remarty.

In the USA. there are research suggestions that the divorce rafe among atheists is lower than
that of some Christians. Atheists will say that this is due o their relationship not being based
on a supernatural power and couples have more of a focus for each other.

Checkpoint

L Why might some Christians disagree with divorce and remartiage?
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2. How has the Bible helped to influence Christian feachings on divorce and remartiage?

3. How do Humanist and Christian aftitudes fowards divorce and remarriage compare?

Exam Tip: Make sure you know and can explain the different Christian feachings.

Exam Style Question;

¢) Explain two reasons why Christians might either agree or disagree with divorce.
In your answer you must refer fo a source of wisgom and authority (5 marks)
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EQUALTTY OF MEN AND WOMEN IN THE FAMILY

Christian atfitudes towards the roles of men and women within the family vary. Some
Christians believe that the roles should be in line with Genesis 2:18 and this has helped o form
the PATRIARCHAL meaning which is:

» The husband is the head of the household

= The wife obeys and supports her husband (very often meaning looking after the

children)
= [Mlen must love and respect their wives
= Women are thought of as the weaker partner

The Roman Catholic Church maintains that although the traditional family model is not in
keeping with modern fimes that:
= The Church and its followers must be frue fo the word of God and this cannot change
due to the latest ideas
= [Nlen and women were creafed in God's image but given different roles
= Adam who represents all men was created o look after the garden
= Eve who represents all women was created to help Adam with this

For the Roman Catholic Churceh this also extends fo Chureh leadership and women are not
allowed fo become Priests.

Some Christians disagree with this and they believe that men and women were created ‘in the
image of God" and there is no difference between them. They dont think that they need to
follow the patriarchal model and couples can be flexible with their roles for example a woman
may be a higher wage earner and so the husband would stay at home and look after the
children.

The Church of England and many Profestant churches also accept women and religious
leaders and are equal in all areas of life and religion.

22



WHAT ATHETISTS AMD HUMANISTS THINK ABOUT EQUALITY IN THE FAMILY

Many atheists, particularly those that are feminist, crificise traditional Christian teaching on the
family roles of men and women and say that this has been responsible for the mistreatment
of women throughout the world for centuries.

The British Humanists Association thinks the traditional model is not very common these days
and people must have roles that work for them. They believe that men and women are equal
and family roles should not be based on gender alone.

Checkpoinit

1. What does Christianity teach about the roles of men and women within the family?

2. How has the Bible influenced Christian aftitudes fowards gender roles?

3. Why might the traditional Christian model of the role of men and women within the
family be crificised by Humanists and atheists?
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Exam Tijp:Make sure you know and can explain a range of Christian atfitudes.

Exam Style Question:

¢) Explain two different Christian attitudes towards the family roles of man and
women.
In your answer you must refer To a source of wisgom and authority (5 marks)
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GENDER PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION

The ferm prejudice means to pre-judge someone based on a fixed idea. if can also be linked to
sfereotyping. A stereotype assumes that people from the same group (usually gender/ race/
religion ete) behave in the same way.

Discrimination is what happens when a person or group is treated differently because of
other's prejudices fowards them. There are two types of discrimination:

Negafive relates fo people or groups that are disadvantaged. for no good reason and they don't
have the same opportunities and rights as others.

Posifive: relates 1o people or groups who are treafed more favourably for what are believed to
be good reasons.

The pracfice of positive discrimination can be very confroversial and some people argue
strongly against if. they say for example that university places and jobs should be given on
meri.

Another term for gender prejudice can be ‘sexism” and someone who discriminates against
someone because of their gender is known as ‘sexist’

CHRISTIAN OPPOSITION TO GENDER PREJUDICE AND DISCRIMINATION

Many Christians and non-Christians would argue that the Christian Church has much 1o
answer for regarding gender prejudice even though some verses in the Bible support gender
equality (Galatians 3:28) The issue of sexism and women in the church has been widely
discussed. Two Key areas for debate are the role of women within the family and whether
women can be priests and bishops.

CHRISTIAN AID

Christian Aid is an infernational Christian charity that works with people of all religions and

those without belief in God. Achieving gender equality lies af the heart of the work of Christian

Aid and it believes that:

= The main causes of poverty are unedual distribution of power.

» The greatest and most widespread unedual distribution of power is befween men and
women.

Christian Aid believes that gender inequality is:
e Wrong

e (oes against Christian beliefs of equality
e (ontrary to the Universal Declaration of Human Rights
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o Impacts women from birth fo death

Christian Aid does accept however that gender inequality makes it difficult to be a wife,
daughter or mather in today's society and for men fo play the fraditional roles that are
expected of them.

Many Churches and individual Christians from all denominations support the work of Christian
Aid and have the annual Christian Aid week which helps to raise funds for its campaign.

TEARFUND

This is another Infernational Christian charity that works with religious and non-religious
people worldwide. It campaigns for gender eduality and makes sure that its work is sensifive
to gender. It also recognises the equal worth of men and women. The work of Tearfund have,
like Christian Aid been largely inspired by stewardship. the responsibilities that Christians have
towards others and the example set by Jesus.

ATHIEST AND HUMANIST ATTITUDES TOWARDS GENDER PREJUDICE

There are many more male than female atheists and this could be because women are seen
as more religious than men. However., there has always been a very strong feminist tradition
within atheism that has focused on gender diserimination and ineduality.

Checkpoint

1. Why can prejudice lead fo stereotyping and discrimination?

2. How are some women disadvantaged in foday’s world?

3. What have Chrisfians done to oppose gender prejudice and diserimination?
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Exam Tip: Make sure you know the work being done by different Christians and their
ideas.

Exam Style Question:

d) Feminism is anti-religion”  (12marks)
Evaluate this statement considering arguments for and against.

In your response you should:
e Refer fo Christian teachings
e Refer o non-religious poirits of view
e Reach ajustified conclusion




RECALL QUIZ - \3

- N

Topic and Question Confident knxﬁge‘ﬁge
Martiage

1 What role does the Bible play in developing Christian beliefs about
martiage. sexual relationships. divorce, the family and gender
roles?

2. What do Christians believe about the importance and purpose of
martiage?

Sexual Relationships

3. What aftitudes do Christians have fowards sexual relationships?

4. Why might some Christians disagree with contraception and
family planning?

Families

5. What do Christians believe fo be the purpose of families?

Support for families in the local Church

6. How might a local parish support families?

Divorce

7. What do Christians think about divorce and remartiage?

Gender prejudice and discrimination

8. Why might Christians oppose gender prejudice and
discrimination?

9. What do Humanists and atheists believe with regard to marriage.
sexval relafionships, divorce. the family and gender prejudice
and discrimination?
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SOURCES OF WISDOM AND AUTHORITY

Martiage (pages 4-6)

But at the beginning of creation God madle them male and female’ For this reason a
man will leave his father and mother and be united To his wite. and the two will become
one flesh. So they are no longer two. but one flesh. Therefore what God has,_ joined
Together. let no one separate’ (Mark 10-6-9)

That is why a mean leaves his father and mother and is united fo his wite. and they
pecome one flesh’ (Genesis 2:.24)

Sexval Relationships (pages 7-9)

Marriage should be honoured by all and the marriage bed kept pure. for God will judge
the adufferer and all the sexvally immoral (Hebrews 13-4)

But the cowardlly. the unbelieving the vile. the murderers, the sexually immoral those
who practice magic arts, the idolaters and the llars- they will be consigned fo the flery
lake of burning sulfur: This is the second death’ (Revelation 21-8)

Families (pages 9-13)

Parents. do not exasperate your children: instead. bring then up in the Training and
instruction of the Lord’ (Ephesians 64)

Children are a heritage from the Lord. offspring a reward from him’ (Psalms 127:3)

Support for families in the local parish (pages 13-15)

A new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love
one another. By this everyone will know that you are my discjples. if you love one
another (John 13- 34-5)

Then peaple brought litfle children to Jesus for him to place his hands on them and
pray for them. But the disciples rebuked them. Jesus said Let the liffle children come fo
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me. and do not hinder them. for the Kingdom of heaven belongs To such as these’
(Matthew 19:14)

Contraception (pages 16-18)

Tt is best of course. if every child is a wanted child and improved Sex and Relationships

number of unwanted pregnancies (Brifish Humanist Associafion)

Divorce (pages 19-21)

IF a man marties a woman [then] writes het a cerfificate of divorce [hel is not allowed
fo marry her again [if she has been spoiled] (Deuteronomy 24:1-4)

Therefore what God has joined Togethet. let no one separate’ (Mark 10:9)

Equality of men and women in the family (pages 22-24)

The Lord God said. 1t is not good for the man fo be alone. I will make a suitable helper
for him’ (Genesis 2.18)

There is neither Jew nor genfile. neither slave nor free nor is thete male or female. for
you are all one in Christ Jesus' (Galatians 3.28)

Gender Prejudice and Disctimination (pages 24-26)

Jesus Treated both men and women as his individuals. worthy of his +ull affention.”
(Teartund)




