
Medicine Through Time and Western 

Front; Possible Exam Questions 

In this topic, you will answer 3 questions  

1 4 

marks 

Describe two features  This is where you are asked to 

describe 2 different features of 
an aspect of the period you have 

studied – 2 developed points per 
feature (2 marks each). 

Structure: 
Give one feature, and provide a 

sentence with supporting detail. 
Repeat this once more. 

3 4 

Marks 

Explain one way that ….. were 

similar / different in ….  

This is where you identify one 

similarity OR difference between 
two time periods and support 

with detail. 
Structure: 

Compare (Factor) 
Explain 

Evidence (from both periods) 

4 12 
Marks 

Explain why… This is where you are tested on 
your ability to explain – for 

example, explaining why an 
event or development took 

place. 
Structure: 

3x PEES. 
Point 

Explain/Evidence 
Significance 

5/6 16 

Marks 

How far do you agree (with a 

given statement)? 

This question will provide you 

with a judgement/statement and 
you how to explain how far you 

agree with this statement. You 
are provided with two stimulus 

(points) from the exam board – 
you do not have to use these, 

but try to use them to support 
your arguments. You need 3 

points; one of which must agree 
with the statement. 

Structure: 
Short judgement for intro. 

3 or 4 agree/disagree PEES 

Judgement for conclusion. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

  



Exam Question  
Q1: Describe two 

features of   

Make sure you write two separate features of the given point 
and develop each point in order to gain full marks on this 

question. 

Describe two 

features of the 

methods used to 
reduce the risk of 

trench foot on the 
Western Front. 
 

 

 

One feature of the methods 

used to reduce trench foot 

was… 
 

 
This meant that… 

A second feature of the 

methods used to reduce trench 

foot was … 
 

 
This was because… 

Describe two 
features of two 

methods of warfare 
used on the 
Western Front. 

   

Describe two 

features of the 

conditions in 
which fighting 

took place in the 
Battle of Ypres. 

Describe two 
features of the 

support trench 
system on the 

Western Front. 

 

 

 

Describe two 
features of the 

methods used to 
reduce the risk of 

trench fever. 
 

  

Describe two 

features of trench 
conditions that led 

to illness among 
soldiers. 
 

  

Describe two 
features of the 

weapons used on 
the Western Front 

that caused 
severe wounds to 

soldiers. 

 

  



Describe two 
features of the 

work of nursing 
units such as the 

FANY. 
 

 

  

Describe two 
features of 

Methods of 
transporting the 

wounded on the 
Western Front. 
 

  

Describe two 
features of the 

Regimental Aid 
Posts. 

 

  

Describe two 
features of the 

Casualty Clearing 
Stations. 
 

  

Describe two 
features of new 

surgical 
approaches on the 

Western Front. 
 

  

Describe two 

features of new 
equipment used in 

surgery on the 

Western Front. 
 

  

Describe two 

features of aseptic 

surgery 

 

 

  

Describe two 

features of 
antiseptic surgery 

 
 

 

  



Describe two 

features of 

stretcher bearers 

roles on the 

western front 

  

Describe two 

features of the 

chain of 

evacuation  

 

  

Describe two 

features of blood 

transfusions 

 

 

  

Describe two 

features of the 

methods used to 

fight infection 

 

  

Describe two 

features of the 

Thomas Splint 

 

  

Describe two 

features of the 

battle of Ypres 

 

  

Describe two 

features of plastic 

surgery on the 

front line 

 

  

Describe two 

features of brain 

surgery  

 

  

 

  



 

Exam Question  
Q3: Explain on way that 

… was similar/ different 
….  

 

Explain one way in which 

people’s reactions to 
plague were similar in 

the 14th and 17th 
centuries. 
 

 

Explain one way in which 
ideas about the causes of 

disease were similar in 
the 14th and 17th 

centuries 

 

Explain one way in which 
treatments for illness 

were similar in the 14th 
and 17th centuries. 

 

 

Explain one way in which 

treatments for illness 
were different in the 14th 

and 17th centuries 

 

Explain one way in which 
people’s reactions to 

epidemics of disease 
were similar in the 17th 

and 19th centuries. 
 

 

Explain one way in which 

people’s reactions to 
epidemics of disease 

were different in the 17th 

and 19th centuries. 
 

 

Explain one way in which 

people’s ideas about the 

causes of disease were 

similar in the 17th and 

19th centuries. 

 

Explain one way in which 

ideas about the causes of 
disease were different in 

the 17th and 19th 
centuries. 

 

 



Explain one way in which 
understanding of the 

causes of illness was 
similar in the late 19th 

and 20th centuries. 
 

 

Explain one way in which 

understanding of the 
causes of illness was 

different in the late 19th 
and 20th centuries. 
 

 

Explain one way in which 
treatments for illness 

were different in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 

Explain one way in which 
treatments for illness 

were similar in the 19th 
and 20th centuries. 

 

 

Explain one way in which 
hospitals were different 

in the 13th and 19th 
century  

 
 

 

Explain one way that 

doctors training was 
different in the 13th and 

19th century  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

Exam Question  
Q4: Explain …. 

12 marks: this is where you’re tested on your ability to 
explain effectively. 3 points need – separate paragraph 

for each. 

Explain why there was so 
little change in medicine 

during the Middle Ages. 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

Explain why some 

changes took place in 

medical knowledge 
during the period 

c.1500-c.1700. 
 

 

 

Explain why there was 

little change in methods 
of treating and 

preventing disease 
during the period 

c.1500-c.1700 

 
 

 

Explain why there were 
changes in 

understanding of the 
cause of disease during 

the period 1700-1900. 
 

 

 

 

Explain why there was 

both continuity and 
change in treatments for 

sickness during the 
period 1700-1900. 

 
 

 

 

Explain why there was 
rapid progress in 

approaches to preventing 
illness in Britain during 

the period c.1750- 
c.1900. 

 
 

 



Explain why there have 
been changes in 

understanding the 
causes of illness during 

the 20th century. 
 

 
 

 

Explain why there have 

been changes in methods 
of preventing illness 

during the 20th century. 
Explain why there have 

been changes in methods 
of treating illness during 

the 20th century. 
 
 

 

 

  



 

Exam Question  
Q5a or b: 

16 marks 

‘The role of The Church 

was the main reason why 
there was so little 

change in medicine in 
the Middle Ages.’ How far 

do you agree? Explain 
your answer. 

 
 

 

There was little progress 

in medicine in the Middle 
Ages.’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your 
answer. 

 
 

 

 

‘Vesalius’s work on 

anatomy was a major 
breakthrough in medical 

knowledge during the 

period 1500-1700.’ How 
far do you agree? Explain 

your answer. 
 
 

 

 
‘Harvey’s discovery of 

the circulation of the 
blood was a major 

breakthrough in medical 
knowledge during the 

period 1500-1700.’ How 
far do you agree? Explain 

your answer. 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

‘There was little change 
in methods of treating 

illnesses between 1250 
and 1700.’ How far do 

you agree? Explain your 
answer. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 



‘Pasteur’s germ theory 
was the most significant 

medical breakthrough in 
the 1800s.’ How far do 

you agree? Explain your 
answer. 

 

 

‘Pasteur’s germ theory 
was the most significant 

turning point in 
preventing disease and 

illness.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your 

answer. 
 

 

 

There was rapid progress 
in methods of preventing 

disease between 1700 
and 1900.’ How far do 

you agree? Explain your 
answer. 

 
 

 

‘Simpson’s use of 

chloroform as an 
anaesthetic was a major 

breakthrough in surgery 
during the period 1700-

1900.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your 

answer. 
 

 

 

‘The development of 

penicillin was a major 

breakthrough in the 
treatment of illnesses 

during the 20th century.’ 
How far do you agree? 

Explain your answer. 
 

 
 

 

‘The discovery of DNA 

was a major 
breakthrough in medicine 

during the 20th century.’ 
How far do you agree? 

Explain your answer. 
 

 

 



‘There was no progress 
in understanding the 

cause of disease between 
1250 and 1800.’ How far 

do you agree? Explain 
your answer. 

 
 

 
 

 

‘Pasteur’s germ theory 

was the most important 
turning point in 

understanding the 
causes of disease and 

illness.’ How far do you 
agree? Explain your 

answer. 
 

 

 
 

 

 


