
Henry VIII and his ministers; Possible Exam 

Questions 
In this topic, you will answer 3 questions  

1 4 
Marks 

Describe two features of… This is where you are asked to describe 2 
different features of an aspect of the 
period you have studied – 2 developed 
points per feature (2 marks each). 

2 12 
Marks 

Explain why… This is where you are tested on your 
ability to explain – for example, 
explaining why an event or development 
took place. 

3 16 
Marks 

How far do you agree (with a given 
statement)? 

This question will provide you with a 
judgement/statement and you how to 
explain how far you agree with this 
statement. You are provided with two 
stimulus (points) from the exam board – 
you do not have to use these, but try to 
use them to support your arguments. 
You need 3 points; one of which must 
agree with the statement. 

 

Easy Medium Difficult Very difficult 

 

Exam Question  
Q5a: Describe two 

features of… 

Make sure you write two separate features of the given point and develop 
each point in order to gain full marks on this question.  

Wolsey’s rise to power 

 

 

 

One feature of Wolsey’s rise to 
power was… 
 
 
This meant that… 

A second feature of Wolsey’s rise to 
power was… 
 
 
This was because… 

English society in 1509    
 
 

 

The structure of 

Government in 1509 

 
 

 

Henry’s aims as a 

Monarch in 1509 

  

Henry’s character 

when he became King 

  



The Treaty of London 

(1518) 

 

  

The Field of Cloth of 

Gold, 1520  

 

  

Foreign policy failures 

in the 1520s 

 

  

The Amicable Grant 

(1525) 

 

  

Wolsey’s changes to 

enclosures and the 

justice system 

  

Cardinal Wolsey’s 

financial reforms,  

1515-1529. 

  

Henry’s marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon 

 

  

Henry’s desire for an 

annulment to his 

marriage to Catherine 

of Aragon 

  

The opposition to the 

annulment 

 

  

The Boleyn faction 

 

  

Cardinal Wolsey’s fall 

from power, 1529-30 

 

  

Cromwell’s personality 

that helped him 

become Chief Minister 

  

Cromwell’s rise to 

power 

 

  



Cromwell’s work as 

Chief Minister 

 

  

Cromwell’s role in the 

fall of Anne Boleyn 

 

  

Cromwell’s 

management and use 

of Parliament 

  

Cromwell’s changes to 

royal finance 

 

  

Cromwell’s reforms to 

the justice system 

 

  

Henry’s marriage to 

Jane Seymour 

 

  

Henry’s marriage to 

Anne of Cleves 

 
 

  

England’s government 

and control of Ireland 

 
 

  

Cromwell’s fall from 

power 

 

  

Henry’s religious views 

in the 1520s 

 

  

The English Church 

after the Reformation 

 

  

Henry’s campaign 

against the Pope, 

1529-33 

  



The Act of Succession, 

1534 

 

  

The Act of Supremacy 

of 1534 

 

  

Opposition to the 

Reformation 

 
 

  

Cromwell’s 

enforcement of the 

English Reformation 

  

The role of Thomas 

Cranmer in the English 

Reformation 

  

The role of religious 

houses in local 

communities 

  

The Dissolution of the 

Monasteries 

 

  

The Pilgrimage of 

Grace, 1536 

 

  

 

  



Exam Question  
Q5b: Explain…  

12 marks: this is where you’re tested on your ability to explain 
effectively. 3 points need – separate paragraph for each. 

Explain why Wolsey’s foreign 

policy did not win military glory 

for Henry VIII 

 Desire for peace (FOCOG, Treaty of London, cost of war) 
 
 

 Personal ambition (Desire to be Pope, pro-French) 
 
 

 Failed alliance with Charles V (failed invasion of France) 
 
 

 

Explain why Wolsey’s domestic 

reforms were not as successful 

as he wished 

 

 Finances 
 
 

 Amicable Grant, 1525 
 
 
 

 Justice reforms 
 

 
 

Explain why Henry VIII decided 

to seek an annulment of his 

marriage to Catherine of 

Aragon. 

 

 Failure to produce a male heir (succession) 
 
 
 
 

 Religious reasons/punishment from God (invalid marriage) 
 
 

 
 

 Attraction to Anne Boleyn 
 
 
 

Explain why Henry VIII failed to 

get an annulment of his 

marriage to Catherine of 

Aragon 

 

 Role of Charles V (nephew to Catherine of Aragon) 
 
 
 

 Sympathy gained by Catherine 
 
 
 

 Clement’s refusal to condemn Julius’ granting of marriage   
 
 
 
 



Explain why Wolsey fell from 

power in 1529 

 Failed annulment 
 
 
 

 Opposition of the nobility/Boleyn Faction 
 
 
 

 Failures in foreign policy 
 
 
 
 

Explain why Cromwell rose to 

power to be King Henry’s Chief 

Minister 

 

 Cromwell’s skill/qualities 
 
 
 

 Religious views 
 
 
 

 Loyalty to Henry 
 
 
 
 

Explain why Anne Boleyn was 

executed in 1536 

 Failure to provide an heir/attraction to Jane Seymour 
 
 
 

 Threat to Cromwell 
 
 
 

 International events (need for improved relations with Charles V) 
 
 
 

Explain why Cromwell made 

reforms to the Government in 

the 1530s 

 

 Henry needed money (financial) 
 
 
 

 High crime rates 
 
 
 

 Threat of Parliament opposition 
 
 
 



Explain why Cromwell fell from 

power in 1540 

 

 Failed Cleves marriage 
 
 

 Cromwell’s ambition for power 
 
 
 

 Cromwell’s enemies/Duke of Norfolk 
 

 
 

 Henry’s personality/health 
 
 
 

Explain why Henry and Crowell 

led a campaign against the 

Roman Catholic Church,    

1529-34  

 Secure an annulment 
 
 

 Improving finances 
 
 

 Increasing power over the Church 
 
 
 

Explain why there was 

opposition to the break with 

Rome 

 

 Role of Sir Thomas More 
 
 
 

 Elizabeth Barton/Nun of Kent 
 
 
 

 Bishop Fisher 
 
 
 
 

Explain why Sir Thomas More 

was executed in 1535 

 

 Opposition to Reformation  
 
 
 

 Refusal to sign annulment letter/Oath of Succession 
 
 
 

 Role of Richard Riche 
 
 
 



Explain why the religious 

houses were dissolved in the 

1530s 

 

 Religious motives 
 
 
 

 Financial motives 
 
 
 

 Political motives 
 

 
 

Explain the consequences of 

the Dissolution of the 

Monasteries 

 Financial gain for the King 
 
 

 Effect on society 
 
 
 

 Pilgrimage of Grace 
 
 
 

Explain the reasons for the 

Pilgrimage of Grace in 1536 

 Religious motives (Dissolutions) 
 
 
 

 Social and economic motives (enclosures, taxes and harvests) 
 
 
 

 Political motives (remove bad advisors to the King) 
 
 
 

Explain why the Pilgrimage of 

Grace failed in 1536 

 

 Failings of the rebels (mistakes by Aske and Bigod) 
 
 
 

 Skill of the King and his men (Norfolk’s lie and Henry’s 
ruthlessness) 

 
 
 

 Lack of support (outside of the North, the majority of the nobles) 
 
 
 
 

 

 



Exam Question  
Q5c: 

16 marks 

‘Wolsey’s desire for peace was 

the main reason why Henry VIII 

did not achieve military success 

1515-25.’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer. 

 

 Desire for peace (agree) 
 
 
 

 Henry’s ambition  
 
 
 

 Domestic issues/Amicable Grant 
 
 
 

‘Wolsey’s greatest success 

between 1515 and 1525 was 

the Treaty of London.’  How far 

do you agree?  Explain your 

answer.   

         
 

 Treaty of London (agree) 
 
 

 Treaty of London failures (disagree) 
 
 

 Field of Cloth of Gold 
 
 

 Financial success (domestically) 
 
 
 

‘Wolsey’s domestic policies 
from 1515-25 were a failure.’ 
How far do you agree?  Explain 

your answer.   

 Amicable Grant (failure) 
 
 

 Enclosures (failure) 
 
 

 Justice (failure with minor success) 
 
 

 Finances (some success and failure) 
 
 

‘Wolsey’s foreign policies from 
1515-29 were a failure.’  How 
far do you agree?  Explain your 
answer.   

 Relations with Charles V – impact on annulment 
 
 

 Invasion of France 
 
 

 Field of Cloth of Gold  
 
 

 Treaty of London 
 
 



‘The succession was the main 

reason for Henry’s desire to 

annul his marriage to Catherine 

of Aragon.’  How far do you 

agree?  Explain your answer. 

 Succession: Yorkists, Matilda, Mary, Catherine’s age 
 
 
 

 Invalid marriage: Leviticus, Deuteronomy, Pope Julius, Arthur 
 
 
 

 Attraction to Anne: Anne’s/family’s approach, Mary Boleyn 
 
 
 

‘The role of Charles V between 
1527 and 1529 was the main 
reason for Pope Clement’s 
refusal to grant Henry an 
annulment.’  How far do you 
agree?  Explain your answer.   
 

 Charles V controlling Rome: Pope prisoner, Catherine’s nephew, 
prestige/embarrassment 

 
 
 

 Don’t contradict Pope Julius: special dispensation in 1509 
 
 

 Failure of Blackfriars Court: Campeggio delays, Wolsey’s failure, 
Catherine’s plea 

 
 
 

‘Wolsey’s failure to gain an 

annulment of Henry’s marriage 

was the main reason why he 

fell from power in 1529.’ How 

far do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 Failure to get annulment (agree): importance of annulment to 
Henry, why failed, exposing to enemies 

 
 
 

 Foreign policy: France/HRE, relationship with Charles V, Charles 
capturing Pope 

 
 
 

 Wolsey’s own personality/enemies: nobles, Boleyn Faction, letters 
 
 
 

‘Cromwell’s experience in 
Parliament was the main 
reason for his rise to power, 
1529-1534.’  How far do you 
agree?  Explain your answer.   
 

 Experience as MP: manage Parliament, pass Acts of Reformation 
 
 

 Loyalty: Shown to Wolsey and then Henry 
 
 
 

 Cromwell’s intelligence and skills: legal training, influence over 
Henry, past experience in roles 

 
 
 



‘The main reason for Anne 

Boleyn’s execution was that 

she did not give birth to a son.’ 

How far do you agree? Explain 

your answer. 

 

 Failure to produce an heir (agree): importance of heir, failure 
 
 

 Jane Seymour: reasons for attraction 
 
 

 Role of Cromwell: threat Anne posed, adultery charges 
 
 

 Foreign policy: relations with Charles to be improved 
 
 
 

‘Cromwell’s reforms to the 
government of England were 
successful.’  How far do you 
agree?  Explain your answer.   

 Finances 
 
 

 Crime and justice 
 
 

 Parliament: management, passing Acts, structure 
 
 

 Royal Power: Wales, Ireland, North 
 
 
 

‘The most important 

consequence of Cromwell’s 

reforms of government was to 

the role of Parliament.’ How far 

do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 Role of Parliament (agree) 
 
 
 

 Royal income/finance 
 
 
 

 Justice system 
 
 
 

‘The main reason for Henry’s 

campaign against the Pope and 

the Catholic Church was his 

wish to annul his marriage to 

Catherine of Aragon.’ How far 

do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 Annulment of marriage to Catherine (agree): succession/invalid 
marriage, Anne Boleyn, Acts of Reformation 

 
 
 

 Financial motives 
 
 
 

 Religious motives 
 
 
 



‘The most significant Act of the 
Reformation Parliament, 1529-
36, was the Act of Supremacy.’  
How far do you agree?  Explain 
your answer.   

 Act of Supremacy 
 
 

 Act in Restraint of Appeals 
 
 

 Treason Act 
 
 

 Act of Succession 
 
 
 

‘The main reason for 
opposition to the Reformation 
between 1528 and 1536 was 
refusal to swear the Oath of 
Succession.’  How far do you 
agree?  Explain your answer.   

 Oath of Succession refusal: More and Fisher, Church Supremacy 
 
 
 

 Elizabeth Barton 
 
 

 Fisher’s support of Catherine of Aragon 
 
 
 

‘Financial gain was the main 
reason for the Dissolution of 
the Monasteries.’  How far do 
you agree?  Explain your 
answer.   

 Finances: Ordinary (land, inflation) and extraordinary (Parliament 
refusal, Amicable Grant failure, invade France, defence against 
attack) 

 
 
 

 Political: land, nobility, support for minor heir 
 
 
 

 Religious: reform, superstition, abuses of clergy 
 
 
 

‘The main consequence of the 

Dissolution of the Monasteries 

was that the King became 

much wealthier.’ How far do 

you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 King became wealthier (agree) 
 
 
 

 Pilgrimage of Grace/uprisings 
 
 
 

 Cultural/Social consequences (poo, art/literature) 
 
 
 
 



‘The Church of England moved 

significantly away from the 

Catholic Church in the years 

between 1535 and 1540.’  How 

far do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 Significant move away (agree): Authority over Church, services, 
dissolutions, Cranmer and Cromwell reformers 

 
 
 
 

 Henry failed to turn Protestant: Maintained Catholic beliefs 
 
 
 

 The Act of Six Articles: Doctrine, fear of invasion 
 
 
 

‘The main cause of the 

Pilgrimage of Grace was the 

Dissolution of the 

Monasteries.’ How far do you 

agree? Explain your answer. 

 Dissolution of monasteries (agree) 

 

 

 Political motives 

 

 

 Economic motives 

 

 

 Grievances with Cromwell 

 

 

‘Thomas Cromwell’s 

arrangement of Henry’s 

marriage to Anne of Cleves was 

the main reason for Cromwell’s 

fall from power in 1540.’ How 

far do you agree? Explain your 

answer. 

 

 Arrangement of marriage to Anne of Cleves 
 
 
 
 

 Influence of the Duke of Norfolk 
 
 
 

 Religious views 
 
 
 

 Accusations of treason/ambition 
 
 

 
 



‘The Pilgrimage of Grace was a 
significant threat to the 
government of Henry VIII.’  
How far do you agree?  Explain 
your answer.   

 Size of rebellion: numbers, locations taken 
 
 

 Nobility and gentry included: threat of this, but limited numbers 
 
 

 Only in North: didn’t reach South 
 
 

 Focused on King’s advisors: threat/limited 
 
 
 

 Religious motives: threat/limited 
 
 
 
 

‘The Pilgrimage of Grace failed 
because it didn’t gain 
significant support.’  How far 
do you agree?  Explain your 
answer.   

 Failings of the rebels (mistakes by Aske and Bigod) 
 
 
 

 Skill of the King and his men (Norfolk’s lie and Henry’s 
ruthlessness) 

 
 
 

 Lack of support (outside of the North, the majority of the nobles) 
 
 
 

 
 

 


