


Omnipotence - God is all-powerful.

Benevolence - God is all-good.

Omniscience - God knows everything that has happened and everything that 

is going to happen.

Omnipresence - God’s presence in all places at all times

Trinity - God as three persons in one (Father, Son and Holy Spirit)

Nicene Creed- statement of  faith/belief  used in Christian services.

Incarnation - God in human form as Jesus Christ

Crucifixion - the execution of  Jesus on a cross

Resurrection - the rising of  Jesus Christ from the dead

Ascension - Jesus Christ’s ascent to heaven after resurrection

Salvation - saved from sin brought about by Christian belief

Atonement - the reconciliation of  God and humans through Jesus Christ

Stewardship - looking after something so it can be passed on to the next 

generation.

Big Bang Theory - a scientific theory describing the origins of  the universe

Creationism - the belief  that the universe has been created by God, as 

told in the Bible

Day-age theory  - the suggestion that a day in the Creation Story does not 

mean 24 hours

Compatible - that both the religious and scientific theory of  the origins of  the 

universe can co-exist

Evolution - the process where different kinds of  living organism are believed 



Christians base their beliefs about God on:

 The Bible

 The official teachings of  the Church

 Views of  Christian leaders

 Personal experience

Christian 
beliefs 

about God

Christianity is a 
monotheistic 

religion. They only 
believe in one God

They believe in 
God’s 

transcendence 
which means that 

he is above and 
beyond everything 

else

God is seen as 
supreme and 

considered divine. 
God has many 

different qualities

God does not have 
a gender but many 

qualities are 
referred to using 
masculine terms

The Trinity
1. The teaching of  the 

Trinity is fundamental to 

Christianity.

2. It expresses the three 

ways that God has 

appeared in the world, 

Father, Son and Holy 

Spirit. This helps to 

explain the different 

characteristics of  God in 

the Bible,

3. The belief  in the Trinity is 

set out in the Nicene 

Creed which is the 

profession of  faith.

4. Some Christian 



 Genesis teaches that the universe and 

everything in it was created by God out 

of  nothing.

 This took place over a period of  6 days 

and according to Genesis, everything 

was created the way that God intended.

 Human beings were created last, in 

God’s image and brought to life through 

the ‘breath of  God’- this meaning that 

all human beings have a soul.

 This distinguishes us from animals 

which don’t have a soul.

 Christians believe they were given a 

special place in God’s creation and God 

gave us the world to live in with 

responsibilities. (stewardship)
• Some Christians have a literal approach to the Bible and these are known 

as Creationists. They believe everything happened the way that it says in the 

Bible, this is due to it being inspired by God.

• Many Christians do not believe in creationism and don’t take things literally.

• The creation story has been criticised by scientists as they believe in the 

Theory of  Evolution (the changing of  species over time).

• Christian beliefs have also been challenged by the Big Bang Theory but 

many Christians believe that it supports their belief  in God and reflects 

some scientific truths.



A. Jesus is the central figure in Christianity. The birth, life, death and 

resurrection and his teachings form the basis of  the Christian religion.

B. Most of  what we know can be found in the first four books of  the New 

Testament: Matthew, Mark, Luke and John.

C. Most Christians believe that Jesus was the long awaited Messiah and he 

was also the Son of  God.

D. The belief  in God taking human form, Jesus Christ, is known as the 

Incarnation.

 The Belief  in the Doctrine of  the Incarnation is 

important to Christians because it means that 

God, as Jesus, can understand what it means to 

be human.

 It also enables Christians to have a personal 

relationship with God and they know what is 

expected of  them.

 Finally they believe that it shows God’s immense 

love for human beings. God was willing to take on 

human form and ultimately sacrifice himself  to 

save the sins of  humanity. Through this 



The Passion The Last Supper Arrest, trial & 

Crucifixion

The 

Resurrection

• It is referred to as 

this due to the 

suffering that 

Jesus endured.

• This is 

remembered as 

Holy week in the 

Christian

calendar, the 

week before 

Easter.

• These events are 

recorded in the 

Gospels.

• Christians 

believe that these 

events give 

meaning and 

purpose to 

Jesus’ life and 

help them 

understand the 

‘person’ of  the 

• This is the final 

meal that Jesus 

had with his 

disciples.

• The Gospels say 

that he prepared 

them for the time 

when he would 

no longer be with 

them and also 

that he would be 

betrayed by one 

of them.

• Jesus said that 

the holy spirit 

would come and 

keep his 

teachings alive.

• Jesus gave them 

two symbols to 

remember him, 

bread which 

represents his 

• After the last 

supper, Jesus went 

with his disciples to 

pray in the garden 

of  Gethsemane and 

it was here that he 

was arrested.

• After his arrest, 

Jesus was tried 

and found guilty of  

BLASPHEMY which 

was a crime 

against God, this 

was punishable by 

death.

• Jesus was whipped 

and crucified.

• Christians 

commemorate 

Jesus’ crucifixion 

on Good Friday and 

they treat this as a 

day of  mourning.

• The Gospels 

say that after 

Jesus had died, 

he rose from 

the dead three 

days later. This 

is known as the 

resurrection.

• This is a central 

belief  and lies 

at the heart of  

Christianity.

• It is important 

as it shows 

Jesus’ ability to 

overcome 

death and 

prove he was 

the son of  God. 

• This confirms 

their belief  in 

the Trinity and 

that God holds 



The doctrine of  the Fall and original Sin: 

Christianity teaches that all human beings are born 

imperfect and sinful. The teaching of  the doctrine 

was introduced by St Augustine as he taught that 

original sin came from the first humans when they 

disobeyed God. They now explain how evil and 

suffering came into the world.

Based on the belief  that God, as an act of  great love, sent Jesus to Earth as a 

divine sacrifice.

The total obedience of  Jesus and his suffering and death were so powerful 

that it could offer redemption (the freedom from consequences of  sin) for the 

whole of  humankind.

The original relationship with God could be restored and as Christians were 

unable to do this for themselves, the death of  Jesus could achieve it.

The Moral Change Theory – based on the idea that everything Jesus did set an 

example in order to guide human beings towards positive moral change.

Ransom Theory- is that Jesus ‘paid the price’ to release human beings from 

being enslaved by the devil because of  sin. Some Christians disagree with 

this as it gives too much power to the devil and there is no scripture to back it 

up.

Penal Substitution Theory- based on the idea that Jesus’ death ‘paid the 



Salvation means being granted eternal life with God and Jesus Christ after death in a 

state known as heaven. To achieve this you must be free from sin and the consequences 

of  sin. There are a number of  ways in which this can be achieved:

 Being baptised

 Repenting their sins

 Accepting Jesus as their Lord and Saviour

 Doing good works

 Participating in church rituals such as the sacraments

 Avoiding certain behaviours

o Protestant denominations such as 

the Church of  England believe that 

faith alone in Jesus Christ is enough 

to be saved.

o This kind of  faith can be triggered 

through prayer in which a person 

will repent of  their sins.

o Roman Catholics believe that 

salvation is achieved through faith 

and by participating in the 

sacraments. The sacrament of  

baptism is particularly important. 

o Orthodox Christianity teaches that 

salvation is more of  a gradual 

process that happen through living a 

Significance lies within the ability to 

be saved from the consequences of  

sin.

Salvation is a spiritual rebirth and 

renewal that takes place by the 

grace of  God through the actions of  

the holy spirit.

Each member of  the Trinity plays a 

vital role in salvation and Christians 

are saved by the Trinity as a whole.

Christians try to live their lives in 

the way they believe God wants 



Eschatology is the study of  what happens at the ‘end times’.

The Soul

Christians believe that each life has a purpose and that death is not the end. The 

resurrection of  Jesus proved that there is life after death. They believe that soul of  a 

human is everlasting and ongoing. In the afterlife soul achieve salvation and can be saved 

from their sins.

Judgement

Christians teachings are based on the Bible. They believe that God is perfectly good and 

morally pure and human beings are accountable for how they behave. They trust God to 

treat human beings fairly. According to the Bible Jesus will judge everyone who has ever 

lived and offer the opportunity of  salvation.

The Last Judgement

This is where God will determine the final destiny of  everyone. According to the Bible 

Jesus will return to earth. This will bring about a physical resurrection of  the dead and 

this is why traditionally Christians have been buried and not cremated.

Heaven

Understood this to be a transcendent, spiritual realm rather than a physical one. There is 

no sin, sadness or suffering in heaven and it is a happy and peaceful state with God.

Hell

This is the place where all unrepentant sinners go after death. This is a place that is not 

characterised by being with God and therefore the punishment and misery is the isolation 

of  the soul.



• One of  the biggest challenges to the belief  in God is the existence of  evil and 

suffering. It can make people question their faith and the characteristics of  

God, for example God does not exist because he wouldn’t allow human 

beings to suffer or do evil things.

• Others may argue it is part of  what it means to be human. In order to identify 

good we need to experience evil and we need to have sorrow to understand 

joy. 

• Natural evil is evil that causes suffering but has nothing to do with humans 

such as earthquakes and tsunamis.

• Moral evil is evil caused by humans such as murder and war.

• Christians will response in a number of  ways and believe that God will judge 

those who have caused evil and punish those that have done wrong.

(for all Christian responses such as Irenaean theodicy, Augustinian theodicy 

see your revision booklet)

Coping with Suffering

• Christians have different ideas as to why people suffer. The main cause is 

people doing evil things but this can’t explain natural disasters. Many 

Christians believe that it leads to natural growth and it can bring out the best 

in people.

• Some Christians will find comfort by helping those that are suffering and 

many charities have been set up this way.

• Generally Christians accept that there are limitations to what we can 



a) Outline three Christian beliefs about God  (3)

a) Outline three events in the life of  Jesus  (3)

b) Explain two Christian attitudes to the story of  

creation (4)

b) Explain two reasons why the resurrection is 

important for Christians (4)

c) Explain two beliefs that Christians hold about 

the afterlife (5)

c) Explain two ways that Christians respond to 

the problem of  evil and suffering (5)

d) ‘The Incarnation is the single most important 

event in the life of  Jesus’ (12)


