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CHECK LIST E

WHAT YOU SHOULD KNOW

1. The Nature of God (pages 3-5)

2. Creation (pages 6-8)

3. The Incarnation (pages 9-11)

4. The last day of Jesus' life (pages 12-14)

5. Atonement and Salvation (pages 14-17)

6. Eschatology: Life after Death (pages 18- 21)
/. Bvil and Suffering (pages 21-24)

WHAT YOU SHOULD BE ABLE TO RECALL

Chrisfianity is a major religion. a religion that is worldwide and based on the
teachings and the life of Jesus Christ.

In Modern day society there are many religious fraditions: Christianity is_just one
of them.

The many different groups that are recognised within Christianity are called
denominations.

Although people may regard themselves as Christian they wont belong to any
particular group of denomination.

The different denominations or groups can very often share the same common
beliefs but also can think and act very differently.

RECALL!



THE NATURE OF GOD

God is... This means thaf..

Eternal there is no beginning and no end to God. He has always exisfed
and will always exist.

Infinite all his qualities have no limits or boundaries in time or space.

Omnibenevolent he is all-loving and cares about human beings.

Omnipotent he has unlimited power and he controls everything that happens.

Omniscient he knows all things- past. present and future. If is impossible o
hide anything from God.

Omnipresent God is always present and everywhere af all fimes. He is not
limited by a physical body.

Creator he made the world and everything in it. God acres about his
creation and has a plan for it.

Pure and Righteous | he is without fault and always does things that are right and
morally good. There is no sin or evil within him.

The Uttimate Judge | God will hold each individual person to account for their thoughts,
words and behaviour.

CHRISTIAN BELIEFS ABOUT GOD

The Official
teaching of
their Church

The views of
Christian
leaders

Christians base
their beliefs
about God on..

The Bible 3




Christianity is a MONOTHEISTIC religion which has the belief that there is only one God.
The Oneness of God is important to the Christian understanding of God. Christianity
teaches that God is TRANSCEMDENT. which means that God is above and beyond
anything else on Earth. This can make it difficult o fully understand God.

God is seen as a supreme being that has supernatural powers that defy physical laws.
He is therefore considered DIVINE God is also referred Yo as HOLYand SACRED

meaning that he is truly special

Christians do accept that the hature of God and His actions are very often a mystery to
humans. They believe that God does not have a gender and is neither male not female
although God does possess masculine characteristics.

THE TRINITY

Father

Son

Holy
Spirif

The feaching known as the DOCTRINE OF THE
TRINITY is one way that Christians will use to
describe the characteristics of God. This belief is
unique and fundamental fo Christianity. If shows
that one God has appeared fo the world in three
ways: Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Christians
believe that there are three equal parts but
disfinet persons within the Oneness of God.
In Matthew 3:13-17. all three parts of the Trinity
come Together at Jesus’ baptism. This is reflected
today during baptism when Christians are
baptised in the name of the Father. Son and Holy
Spiri.
Christians believe that each part of the Trinity
performs a special funcfion:

e (God the Father: created heaven and earth

e (od the Son: Jesus is the saviour of the

world
e (od the Holy Spirit: quides. helps and
inspires human beings.

Some Christian denominations do not believe in
the Trinity. Jehovah's Withesses for example
believe that Jesus and the Holy Spirit are inferior
1o God. Most Christians, however, do believe in the
Trinity and the Oneness of God.




Checkpoint

1 Where do Christians get their beliefs about God from?

2. What is the Doctrine of the Trinity?

Exam Tip: Always include a reference 1o the Oneness of God and the Trinity when
explaining Christian beliefs about God.

Exam Style Question:

a) Outline three Christian beliefs about God  (3marks)




CREATION

A summary of the Creation story

the darkness night".

DAY 1: God created light and separated it from darkness. God named the light ‘day’ and

Earth info two halves.

DAY 2: God created the sky. God used the sky to divide the water that covered the

DAY 3: God gathered the water info one place. called the ‘seas’. and made land appear,
called ‘earth’. God also created all of the plants and trees that grow on the Earth.

DAY 4: God created the sun, moon and stars 1o light up the sky. govern the night and
day and marK the passing of fime.

DAY 5: God created all of the species of animals that live on Earth.

and that has been created.

DAY 6: God creafed human beings and put them in charge of everything on the Earth

complefe.

DAY 7: God rested, blessed the seventh day and made it Holy. The universe was

CHRISTIAN BELTEFS ABOUT CREATION

Creation and the Trinity

The Creation Story

The Garden of Eden

e (od as father created the

universe.

The first book in the Bible.
Genesis, gives the account of
creation and makes reference
1o the Holy Spirit.

The New Testament says that
God was not alone during
creation and he was with
‘word, referring o Jesus.

e Jesus is referred fo as the

living word' of God.
God who became man and

lived as a human being on
Earth.

Genesis feaches that the
universe and everything in it
was created by God out of
nothing.

Human beings were creafed
last and made from the
‘breath of God'

Christians understand this to
mean that they have a soul
and this distinguishes them
from all other animals.

They are responsible for all
other living things and this is
known as STEWARDSHIP.

e According fo the Bible
Adam and Eve lived in a
paradise called the Garden
of Eden.

e God provided them with
everything they needed
but old them not to eaf a
particular fruit.

e The disobeyed God and he
banished them: this is
referred Yo as THE FALL
as it represents a faling
out with God.




CHRISTIAN ATTITUDES TOWARDS THE CREATION STORY

. Depending on whether they take the Bible literally will depend on the
atfitude Towards the creation story.

. Some Chrisfians believe it gives an actual account of what actually
happened and this is known as CREATIONISM.

. Many Christians do not believe in Creationism and think that the creation story is
not o be taken literally.

. Chrisfian beliefs on creation have been challenged by scientists who claim that
the THEORY OF EVOLUTION AND BIG BANG is more probable for the start of the
uhiverse.

THE IMPORTANCE OF CREATION FOR CHRISTIANS TODAY

. Christians believe that creation is proof of God's eternal existence and ultimate
power,

. Confirms that God is the soutce of all life and sefs out God's purpose for human
beings.

. Stewardship is a way of life and living in a way that recognises everything
belongs o God.

. Christians should commit their lives fo God's service and be prepared o be held
accountable for how they have used their abilities and opportunities that God has
given them.

. Christians believe that if they are good stewards that God will reward them in
the afterlife.




Checkpoint

1. Where do Christians get their beliefs about creation from?

2. What happened during the event known as ‘the fall?

3. What is the importance of creation for Christians?

Exam Tjp: Nake sure you can explain why a belief in creation is important for
Christians.

Exam Style Question:

b) Explain two different ways that Christians might understand the Biblical account
of creafion  (4marks)




THE INCARNATION

1 Jesus is the central figure in Christianity. His birth, life. death and resurrection
form the basis of the Christian religion.

2. Most of what Christians know can be found in the first four books of the New
Testament in the Bible: Matthew, Mark. Luke and John. Also known as the

GOSPELS.

H~ w

Most Christians believe that Jesus was the long awaited MESSIAH or SAVIOUR.
The belief in God taking human form as Jesus Christ is known as the

INCARNATION, this comes from the Latin word meaning the act of being made

flesh.

5. The religious ferm to describe the union of Jesus” humanity and divinity is called
HYPOSTATIC UNION: this is also another mystery for the Christian faith.

Jesus as divine

Jesus as a man

Jesus is in very hature” God (Philippians 2:6)

Jesus was born as a baby fo a human mother
(Luke 2:7)

Jesus is omnipotent. all-powerful (Matthew
28:18) and omniscient. all-knowing (John 21.17)

Jesus had a human body. mind and soul. (Luke
24:39)

Jesus forgave sins. something only God can do.
Jesus was without sin. only God is perfectly
good (Matthew 4:1-10)

Jesus gof fired. hungry and thirsty. (John 4:6)

Jesus performed many miracles, foo many fo
all be recorded. Even nature obeyed Jesus
(Matthew 8:27)

Jesus expressed human emotions like
amazement and sorrow (John 11:35)

Jesus was worshipped and prayed to (Mafthew
2:11)

Jesus worshipped and prayed to God (John 17)

Jesus was resurrected (Mark 16:1-20)

Jesus died (Romans 5:8)

THE IMPORTANCE OF THE DOCTRINE OF THE INCARNATION FOR

CHRISTIANS TODAY

1 Important as it means that God, as Jesus can understand what it means fo be

human.




2. Jesus is a source of revelation. His life and feachings reveal how people can
know God.

3. The incarnation shows God's immense love for humanity and through Jesus
they see how much God loves them as he was willing fo take on human form

and sacrifice himself.
4. His sacrifice is seen to palance the sins of humans and Christians believe that

through following the feachings of Jesus they will be offered efernal life.

Checkpoinit

1. What do Christians believe fo be true about Jesus?

2. What is the doctrine of the incarnation?

3. Why is a belief in the incarnation important for Christians?
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Exam Tip: Think carefully about what you want fo say before you start responding fo a
duestion. Consider how you can back if up.

Exam Style Question:

d) The Incarnation is the most important part of the life of Jesus (12marks)
Evaluate this statement, considering more than one perspective. In your answer you
ShOUld:

o Refer to Christian teachings

o Refer to different Christian points of view

e Reach a justified conelusion




THE LAST DAYS OF JESUS' LIFE

The Last Supper

This is the final meal that Jesus had with his disciples on the
" evening of his arrest. The Gospels say that during the meal,
Jesus prepared his disciples for when he would no longer be
with them in a physical form.

Jesus also told his disciples that one of them would betray him
and another would deny knowing him. He fold them that the Holy Spirit would come and help
them keep his teachings alive. Jesus gave his disciples two symbols to remember him by in
the form of bread and wine. The bread representing his body and the wine his blood. This is
now refertred fo as HOLY COMMUNION.

Good Friday and Jesus' arrest, frial and crucifixion

After the last supper Jesus and his disciples. if is believed, went
to the Garden of Gethsemane to pray. Whilst praying, Jesus was
arrested affer one of his disciples. Judas, fold the authorifies
where 1o find him. The Gospels refer 1o this as being a fortid time
full of sorrow and forment for Jesus.

After his arrest. Jesus was tried and found guitty of BLASPHEMY.
a crime against God which was punishable by death. Pontius Pilate.
the Roman Governor who was in charge of the city ordetred Jesus to be whipped and crucified.
Christians commemorate the crucifixion and death of Jesus on Good Friday. the Friday of Holy
Week. It is freated as a day of mourning for Jesus but Christians ultimately believe that his
death had good conseduences for human beings.

Q a :f'{!l The Resurtection and ifs significance for Christians
NS 4 ‘
2 N

The Gospels say that after Jesus died. he rose again three days
|ater. this is known as the RESURRECTION. This is a central belief
~ and lies at the heart of Christiantty.
A It is important to Christians as it proves that Jesus was the Son of
~ Bod as he had the ability to overcome death. It confirms the belief in
| the Trinity and an omnipotent God as only the creator of life could
4 g 1& resurrect life after death. Christians also believe that it shows that
| Jesus is their saviour as he has the power to help those who believe
' \g in him to overcome death. By forgiving sins. Jesus can grant them
TR e gift of efernal life with God.
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The promise of the Holy Spirit

Christianity feaches that 40days after his resutrection Jesus was taken up info heaven. This
is known as the ASCENSION of Jesus and was withessed by his disciples. The ascension
marks the end of Jesus' time on Earth as the ‘person’ within the Trinity. Christians believe that
this shows that the reason for him being on Earth was successful. Jesus had completed
everything that God had asked him to do and he could return o heaven to prepare a place for
his followers. Christians also think that the ascension prepared the way for the Holy Spirit o
come to Earth as Jesus had promised during the last supper.

The Passion of Jesus

Many Christians will call the last few days of Jesus' life THE PASSION (OF JESUS CHRIST). The
word passion comes from the Latin word meaning ‘suffering.

The week that remembers Jesus' life in the Christian calendar is known as HOLY WEEK, the
week before EASTER. The above events are all recorded in the Gospels and Christians believe
these events reveal the meaning and purpose of Jesus' life and help them to understand his
role as a ‘person’ of the Trinity.

Checkpoinit

1L What is the Passion of Jesus Christ?

2. What do Christians believe happened o Jesus during his final days on Earth?

3. What do Christians understand fo be the purpose of Jesus’ Earthly life?

13



Exam Tjp: Make sure you can explain the significance of the resurrection for Christians
Today.

Exam Style Question:

b) Explain two reasons why the resurtection of Jesus is important for Chistians
(4marks)

ATONEMENT AND SALVATION

Christianity teaches that human beings are born
imperfect and sinful and this separates them
from God. St Augustine taught that original sin

came from Adam and Eve when they disobeyed
God in the event known as the Fall.

The DOCTRINE OF THE FALL teaches that Adam
and Eve were creafed perfect and lived in a world
without fault: they fell from this perfect stafe and
separated themselves from God when they
disobeyed him.

14




Atonement and Redemption

e Comes from the idea of humankind being ‘at one’ of reconciled with God. This is
hecessary in order to be given efernal life with God. known as SALVATION.

o Atonement is based on the belief that God. as an act of great love. sent Jesus to Earth as
a sacrifice. Christians believe that Jesus' fotal obedience fo God throughout his suffering
and death was so powerful that they could offer REDEMPTION. the freedom from the
conseduences of sin.

e Chrisfians believe that humans were unable To do this for themselves as they were
sinners and only the death of Jesus, who was perfect and without sin. could achieve this
by sacrificing his life.

e Within Christianity there are different theories over how afonement leads fo salvation.
Some Christians agree with the MORAL CHANGE THEORY. This is based on the idea that
everything Jesus did. including his martyrdom and resurrection set an example in order
to guide human beings fowards a positive change that would restore their relationship
with God.

o RANSOM THEQRY is the idea that Jesus ‘paid the price fo release human beings from
being enslaved by the devil because of their sin. Some disagree with this however. as
there is no scriptural basis for it and it gives foo much power 1o the devil.

o PENAL SUBSTITUTION THEORY is based on the idea that Jesus ‘paid the penalty’ for
human sin which God's justice demanded. Many Christians believe that this is supported
through the Bible.

Salvation

Salvation means being granted efernal life by God in a state of being known as HEAVEN. To
achieve salvation and be with God, Christians must be free from sin and free from the
conseduences of sin. The Bible suggests that there are a number of ways that Christians can
achieve salvation:

Being Baptised
Doing good work
Repenting their sins
Participating in Church rituals
such as the sacraments SALVATION
Accepting Jesus as their

Lord and Saviour

Avoiding certain behaviours s



e The vast majority of Chrisfians believe that salvation is made possible through the death
of Jesus and they believe in JUSTIFICATION BY FAITH meaning that salvation is
available through the grace of God to everyone who believes in God and accepts Jesus
as their saviour.

e The Church of England believes that faith alone in Jesus Christ is enough for a person
1o be saved as long as their faith is deep. This kind of belief could be triggered by
prayer in which a person may repent of their sins.

e Roman Catholics believe that salvation is achieved through faith and by parficipating in
the sacraments. The sacrament of baptism is seen to be particularly important and the
Nicene Creed supports this by saying ‘we acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness
of sins’.

e Orthodox Christianity feaches that salvation is a more gradual process that happens
through living a Christian life. Through the grace of God. human beings participate
together with God in the work of salvation there is not one single ‘salvation event-

The significance of atonement and salvation for Christians today

e The significance of salvation lies in their ability o be saved from the consequences of
their sin. Salvation is a spiritual rebirth and renewal that takes place by the grace of God
through the acfions of the Holy Spirit.

e Each member of the Trinity have an important role fo play in salvation:

v’ God the father sent his son to die for the sins of humans
v" Bod the son sacrificed himself
v’ God the Holy Spirit works within human beings to enable them o understand God

Christians can therefore only be saved by the Trinity as a whole and they should fry and live
their lives the way that they believe God would want them to. Many argue however. that they do
this as a consequence of their faith as opposed to just being about salvation.

16



Checkpoint

1. What do Christians understand by the ferm ‘afonement?

2. Why might salvation be important fo a Chrisfian?

3. What role does the Trinity play in atonement and salvation?

Exam Tip: Ensure that you understand the Christian beliefs about atonement and
salvation and can explain why they are important today.

Exam Style Question:

¢) Explain the significance of atonement and salvation 1o Christians today.
In your answer you must refer 1o a source of wisdom ot authority
(5marks)




ESCHATOLOGY: LIFE AFTER DEATH

In Christianity ESCHATOLOGY is the study of what happens af the END TIMES' or the ‘end of
the world". This includes death, judgement. and destination of the soul and the overall destiny of
humankind.

THE SOUL

e (Chrisfians believe each life has a purpose and that death is not the end \ \(/
of our existence. the resurtection of Jesus proved this. -

e (hristians believe that the soul of a human being is INMORTAL and EVERLASTING and
has an ongoing consciousness that leaves the body at death and confinues to exist in the
afterlife. This could be either in HEAVEN, HELL or PURGATORY.

e Souls that have achieved salvation will go fo either heaven or purgatory. whereas souls
that havent will endure their sins, they will be_judged by God and will spend eternity in
Hell.

JUDEGIMENT

e Chrisfian feachings on judgement are based on the Bible. The Bible
says that because God is perfectly good and morally pure. human
beings are accountable fo God for how they behave.

e (od can be frusted 1o judge human beings faitly.

e God will decide. at the day of judgement. the destination of the soul after death.

e (hristianity feaches that Jesus Christ, the son. will share in the work of judgement with
God. the father. Jesus will judge everyone that has ever lived and offer them the
opportunity of salvation: those who refuse will face another judgement at the Last
Judgement.

THE LAST JUDGEMENT

e (God will defermine the final destiny of everyone. alive or dead.

e According fo the Bible. Jesus will return fo Earth af this fime in an event
known as the SECOND COMING or PAROUSIA.

e The last judgement will bring about a physical resurrection of the dead:
tradifionally this is why Chrisfians have been butied instead of cremated. Some
Christians however will be cremated as they believe that they will be raised as a spiritual

18



body at the last judgement. This idea comes from the Bible where their physical body
separates them from God and after death they will be ‘clothed” in a new body.

HEAVEN

e Tradifionally heaven is understood fo be a franscendent place rather
than physical

e The Bible teaches that there is no sadness. pain o suffering in heaven.

e (hristians understand this To mean that heaven is a Holy. happy and peaceful state of
being with God and Jesus after death.

e (hristians believe that heaven is very difficult To deseribe and what it is actually like is
beyond human comprehension.

HELL

o (Christianity teaches that hell is a state where unrepentant sinners go
after death (unrepentant sinner- someone who doesn't regret the
things they have done).

o A well-known image of hell is an underground place of efernal fire and suffering and
this is based literally on Biblical interpretations.

e Today. however, Christians will categorise hell as being separated from God after death
and the soul will long to be reunited with God and therefore the punishment and misery
of hell is the isolation of the soul.

e Some Christians will reject the idea of hell altogether and believe that it is not consistent
with an omnibenevolent God and the love taught by Jesus.

PURGATORY

e Orthodox and Roman Catholic Churches teach that there is also a
state after physical death. prior to heaven and hell known as 2
purgafory. This is a place where souls are purified and made Holy enough to enter
heaven.

e The time a soul spends in purgatory can be shorfened by the prayers said by those stil
living.

e (ther denominations. such as Anglicans. reject the idea of purgatory. although they do
believe that the soul continues fo develop and grow after death.

19



SIMILARTTIES & DIFFERENCES BETWEEN CHRISTIANITY AND ISLAM

Beliefs about the aftetlife that are important fo both Christians and Muslims:
e View life as a fest in terms of determining their afterlife. Either efernal reward or
punishment alongside the Day of Judgement.
e Share ideas in regards to the resurrection.
Differences:
e (Christians accept the sacrifice of Jesus 1o atone for the sins of the world whereas
Muslims believe only the sinner themselves can ask for forgiveness.
e Islam does not accept the idea of purgatory alongside those of heaven and hell
o [Muslims accept the idea of angels recording their deeds whereas Christians dont
recognise this.

Checkpoinit

1. What are the Christian eschatological beliefs concerning the destiny of the soul and
humankind?

2. What are the key differences between heaven and hell from a Christian perspective?

3. Which denominations believe in purgatory?

20



Exam Tip: Make sure that you can support your ideas with references fo soutces of
authority from the Bible.

Exam Style Question:

¢) Explain two beliefs that Christians hold about the afterlife.
In your answer you must refer 1o a source of wisdom ot authority
(Smarks)

EVIL AND SUFFERING

Natural Evil Moral Evil
Natural evil causes suffering but has nothing fo | Moral evil is evil that is caused by human beings
do with humans. with such things as with such things as murder. rape, terrorism and
earthquakes, fsunamis, flooding or disease. war.

One of the biggest challenges for people who believe in God is the evidence of evil and
suffering in the world. It can make people question their faith and the existence of God
for a number of reasons:
v' If God was OMNIPOTENT then he would be powerful enough to sfop the suffering
in the world.
v' If God was OMNISCIENT then he would khow the suffering that would be caused
by evil and therefore not allow it.
v’ If God was OMNIBENEVOLENT then he would love the world enough not to allow
evil and suffering.
21



As evil and suffering exists then this must mean that God doesn't.
Others argue that this is what it means fo be a human being and times of difficulty would be
even harder without the love and support of God. Also some people suggest that in order to

identify good we need fo experience evil and that we need sorrow and suffering to recognise

happiness.

Moreover, people’'s ideas and beliefs about evil and suffering will change depending on their
experiences and this can somefimes test their faith.

CHRISTIAN RESPONSES TO EVIL AND SUFFERING

The Devil

Irenaean Theodicy

The Vale of soul
making” Theodicy

Augustinian Theodicy

The sfory of Job

1 The devil is an
angel that was cast
out of heaven
because he rebelled
against God.

2. He encourages
people to do bad
things and it is
believed that he
tempted Adam and
Eve and brought evil
info the world.

3. Satfan is also
responsible for the
betrayal of one of
Jesus' disciples.
Judas.

4. Chrisfians believe
that the Holy Spirif
can fight against the
devil and Jesus will
overcome Safan
once and for all
during the ‘end
fimes'.

5. Some Chrisfians
dont believe the devil
is real and it isjust a
representation for
human sinfulness.

1. Defence of God
against the exisfence
of evil

2. Irenaeus (A
Christian Bishop)
taught that the
purpose of the world
was o develop the
morality of humans.
We need to grow into
the likeness of God.
3. Irenaeus said that
God gave humans
free will and so we
can choose befween
good and evil, we have
an opporfunity to do
the wrong thing.

By choosing to do the
right thing and
resisfing evil humans
can achieve moral
perfection.

4. Trenaeus believed
that suffering and evil
would allow people fo
grow closer fo God
and that eventually it
would be overcome.

1. John Hick (a
Chrisfian
philosopher)
developed the work
of Irenaeus. Hick
believed that God
purposefully left evil
in the world so
humans could
develop their souls.
2. God has some
responsibility for the
existence of evil but
this idea does not
contradict the good
and loving nafure of
God.

3. Hick argued that
God gave human
beings free will and
the ability o improve
themselves as it has
far more meaning
that if God had just
made them perfect.

1 Augustine (a
Christian Bishop) put
forward the idea of
ORIGINAL SIN.

2. He taught that God
is ot responsible for
the existence of evil
and argued that evil
entered the world as
a result of
humanity’s ‘otiginal
sin' (see Afonement
and Salvation).

3. Augustine stated
that evilis a
punishment for sin,
evil does not exist in
itself but is brought
about by the absence
of goodness.

4. The presence of
evil in the world is
due to the ongoing
misuse of free will
by human beings.
therefore humans
are responsible for
evil and not God.

1. Story is often used
1o teach Christians
how bad things
happen fo good
people. however. if
they confinue fo trust
in God and keep their
faith then they will
be rewarded for
their suffering.

2. Job is a DEVOUT
man who lives a
happy life. Satan
says that the only
reason he remains
faithful to God is
because God
protects him from
evil. Gradually all the
people and things
Job cares about are
destroyed but he
refuses o blame
God. Eventually Job's
faith and trust are
rewarded and
everything he loves
is returned fo him
and more besides.
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Coping with Suffering

» Christians have different ideas and beliefs about why people suffer and the purpose of
suffering. Most Christians agree that a large amount of suffering is caused by humans
and the evil things we do. however. this cannat explain things such as natural disasters.
Many Christians will accept undet some circumstances that suffering leads fo personal
growth. In some cases it can lead 1o a crisis of faith and cause some Christians fo doubt
the existence of God.

» Some Christians can find comfort in suffering through the helping of others. Many
charities have been sef up through personal experiences either by individuals who have
suffered or that are closet to them. The vast majority of Christians would agree that
suffering provides an opportunity for people fo demonstrate goodness. If there was ho
suffering then there would be no need fo help or donate to others.

» Christians accept that there are limifations fo what human beings can fully understand
about evil and suffering. They are reassured that because of the suffering that Jesus
went through. God can at least understand misery and pain. This reinforces the
relationship between God and humanity who feel supported knowing that God is with
them during the most difficult times.

» Prayer can offen be used as a coping sfrategy that allows people fo express their trust
in God and communicate directly. Christians believe that God always listens to their
prayers even if they are not always answered, this is because he has a plan for
everyone and the ways in which God works out his plans are not always able fo be
understood by humans.

Checkpoint

1 Why might it be difficult for Christians to explain the existence of evil and
suffering in the world?

2. What are the key ideas in John Hicks' Vale of Soul Making theodicy?
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3. How might Christians respond to evil and suffering?

Exam Tip: Think carefully about what you want to say before you start responding to a question.
Consider how you can back it up.

Exam Style Question:

d) ‘Evil and Suffering are the fault of God' (12marks)

Evaluate this statement, considering more than one perspective. In your answer you should:
e Refer to Christian teachings
o Refer to different Christian points of view
e Reach ajustified conclusion
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knowledge | knowledge
Christian Beliefs

1. When, where and how did Christianity begin and develop?

2. What are the three main Christian traditions?

3. Approximately. how many Christians are there in the world foday?

The Nature of God

4. What qualities do Christians believe are possessed by God?

5. Why is the Nicene Creed important to Chrisfians?

Creation

6. What role does the Bible play in developing Christian beliefs about
God?

7. Why might Christians have varying beliefs about the creation sfory?

The Incarnation

8. What does the Doctrine of the Incarnation mean to Christians?

The Last Days of Jesus’ life

9. What events took place in the last week of Jesus' life?

Afonement and Salvation

10. What do Christians believe to be the purpose of Jesus' life on
Earth?

Eschatology: Life after Death

11. What does Christianity teach about the soul?

12. What is the significance of ‘end fimes’ for Christians?

Evil and Suffering

13. Why do Christians think that God cannot be responsible for evil?

14. What reasons might Christians give for the existence of evil and
suffering in the world today?




SOURCES OF WISDOM AND AUTHORITY

The Nature of God (pages 3-5)

As soon as Jesus was paptised. he went yp out of the water. At that moment heaven gpened.
he saw the Spitit of God descendling like a dove and alighting on him. And a voice from heaven
said “This is my son. whom I love: with him I am well pleased” (Matthew 316-17)

We pelieve in one God The father. the almighty. the maker of heaven and earth...
We believe in one Lorq Jesus Christ the only son of God.

We believe in the Holy Spirit the Lord. The giver of Iife...

Who with the Father and Son is worshipped and glorified  (NMcene Creed)

Creation (pages 6-8)

In the beginning was the Word and the Word was with God. and the Word was God. He was
with God in The beginning. Through him all things wete made: without him nothing was made
that has been made. (John 11-5)

Now the Earth was formless and emply. darkness was over the surface of the deep. and the
spirit of God was hovering over the water (Genesis 1.2)

The Incarnation (pages 9-11)

The word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory. the glory of
the one and only Son, who came from the father, full of grace and truth. (John 1.14)

For God loved the world that he gave his only son. that whoever believes in him shall not petish
but have eferral life. (John 3.16)

The Last days of Jesus’ Life (pages 12-14)

..and who through the spitit of holiness was appointed the Son of God in power by his
resutrection trom the deaq- Jesus Chtist our Lord (Romans 14)
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Jesus answered T am the way and the Truth and the life. No one comes To the father except
through me’ (John 14-6)

Atonement and Salvation (pages 14-17)

For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only son, that whoever belleves in him
shall not perish but have eternal life. For God did not send his son info the world fo condemn
the world. but fo save the world through him. (John 316-17)

Jesus replied very Truly I Tell you. no one can see the Kingdom of God unless they are born
again’ (John 3.3)

Eschatology: Life after death (pages 18-21)

For we all must gppear before the judgement seat of Christ so that each of us may receive
what is due To us for the things done while in The body. whether good or bad. (2 Corinthians
510)

Evil and Suffering (pages 21-24)

The God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet The grace of our Lord Jesus be with
you. (Romans 16:20)

The Lord is compassionate and gracious: slow fo anger. abounding in love. He will not always
accuse. ot will he harbour his anger forever. (Psalms 103:8-9)
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