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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to this edition of The Standish Standard. 

 

We have the theme of awards in this edition, as we 

hosted the Class of 2024ôs Presentation Evening last 

week as well as having the privilege of attending the national 

Educate Awards to celebrate the achievements of our very own 

wonderful PE department. Both events were fantastic 

successes ï and you can enjoy photographs and more details 

on pages 3 and 4 respectively. 

 

And speaking of PE, there are lots of sporting achievements in 

this edition to celebrate ï as is usually the case! Jessyca, in 

Year 8, has enjoyed some remarkable success with her horse 

riding (page 5); Wigan Golf Club wrapped up another 

successful season with help from several members of our 

school community (page 6); we sent representatives to the Panathlon ten-pin bowling event (page 

12) and please do read about the outstanding success of William, Year 8, (page 13) who is not only 

a rising football star but also took part in the National Paralympic Championships in Sheffield at 

badminton ï what a talent!  Last but certainly not least, we are blessed to have some exceptionally 

talented swimmers here at Standish ï and you can read about their amazing achievements at the 

national finals at Sandwell ï including winning the Presidentôs Award for the top state school 

nationally ï on page 11.  

 

In other news, itôs that time of the year when we start to look forward to Christmas. We have charity 

news updates on page 15 and news of our Christmas bauble competition on page 20. Iôm also very 

much looking forward to the school choir and band performing at the Standish Christmas Markets 

this Saturday. If you are planning to attend this weekend, please do give them your support! 

 

Finally, we are hosting our next parent workshop on Wednesday 4th December (page 24). If this is 

something that you feel you would find helpful, then I hope to see you there. 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Goodbye and Good Luck to our Class of 2024! 

We welcomed our Year 11 Class of 2024 back to Standish Community High 

School to receive their GCSE certificates and some special awards.  It was a 

great evening with speeches from our Head Prefects, Charlie and Isabelle, and 

our guest speaker, Libby Murray, former Head Girl, pharmacist and a great 

inspiration.  The entertainment was fabulous with guitarist Chris and extracts from 

our Matilda production and dancers. 
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Educate Awards 2024 

Standish Community High School PE department, along with 

members of our senior leadership team, attended the Educate 

Awards 2024 at Liverpool Cathedral on Friday 

15th November.  We are very proud of our PE department who 

were nominated for the Outstanding Commitment to Sport in 

Secondary School Award at this prestigious award ceremony.     

Miss Leitch, Head of PE said, ówhat a fantastic 

acknowledgment for all the hard work the PE department 

continue to do for the students at Standish.  Our staff work 

voluntarily to provide many extra-curricular clubs and a vast 

range of opportunities in a variety of sporting competitions.ô  

óWe are extremely proud to be named runners-up in an 

incredibly competitive category, up against schools with much 

larger PE departments and sporting facilities available to 

them.ô 

Congratulations to PE! 
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Congratulations Jessyca and DD!  

Year 8 student, Jessyca, competed at Stars Champion of 

Champions at Aintree Equestrian Centre over the weekend 

and came third in her class, Small Breed M and M.  This is a 

fantastic achievement for Jessyca and DD who have been 

together for one year.  There were over fifty riders in Jessycaôs 

class, all winners from their respective riding clubs across the 

UK.  

Big congratulations to Jessyca and DD from everyone at 

Standish Community High School.  Hard work and 

determination really does pay off! 
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Wigan Golf Club Success 

Many of our students at Standish Community High School are members of Wigan Golf Club. It has 

been another really successful year for the Junior Section and our students have played a key role 

in that success. From winning the Goodall Trophy in the 9-hole competition at West Lancs, to third 

place in the hotly contested Sixes competition, to the regular 6/9/18 hole competitions at Wigan, our 

students have represented the club impeccably.  

We are really looking forward to see what the 2025 season brings.  

If anyone is interested in getting into golf, please contact Wigan Golf Club.  From beginners to more 

experienced players, there is a place for everyone!  
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Fab Lab 

This week at Fab Lab, Mr Ferro introduced us to the wonders of geology. Not only did he bring in 

some fascinating examples, such as a Megalodon tooth, a squid fossil and some Foolôs Gold, but 

we also got to try and find some fossils in rock and soil samples.  

Thank you to Mr Ferro for a really enjoyable and informative evening. We might have some future 

geologists amongst us! 
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News from PE 

Ellie has more news from the last two weeksé 

Netball 

This week, Year 9 team A and B were in action at Robin Park Wigan in the Wigan Schoolsô 

competition. Team B lost to strong Deanery side, showing a much-improved performance in the 

second half. Opposition Player of the Match was awarded to Maisey P. Team A played exceptionally 

well with some stand-out performances from Amber J and Sophie S, beating St John Fisher in their 

league match. Opposition Player of the Match was Ellie D.  

Year 7 and 8 are preparing for their league matches starting in January.  

Football 

Our Year 10 football team beat St Peters 4-1. Mr Barker said, óthis was their best team performance 

to date; well done boys!ô  Player of the Match was Harvey H.  

 



 
9 

 
 

 

 

 

Under-16s girlsô football team have qualified for the quarter final of the Greater Manchester Cup 

competition with opposition and fixture date to be confirmed. Year 7 and 8 girlsô football have 

qualified for the quarter final of the Wigan Schoolsô competition against Deanery which will be played 

next week.  

We have a number of our students who have been nominated for the Wigan Schoolsô District squads 

for Under-12s girls, Under-14s girls and Under-14s boys. Some of the trials are still ongoing and we 

wish all our students good luck! 

Rugby 

Our Year 8 rugby team beat St Peters & 

Paul from Widnes 38-6 in their second 

NW group game. Player of the match was 

Henry Carter.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 7 rugby team travelled to Rainhill for their next group fixture.  A depleted squad travelled 

due to injuries and illness, but the team made an excellent start to the match with a try from the kick 

off! 

Quick passing from Will D and Archie W, with Jack G running through the opposition defence, led 

to the first try.  Henry C soon followed with one of his signature bursts through the defensive line to 

score the second try.  

Then a few ball handling errors and lapses in concentration brought Rainhill back into the game, as 

they followed with two quick tries in succession.  

In the second half, Standish regathered and began to break down the oppositionôs defence, with 

Segun O making some powerful runs, Archie W and Henry C making strong tackles forcing the 

opposition into mistakes. Standish were looking to take back their lead and Williamôs quick thinking 
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after the fifth tackle put a precise kick over the defence into Cooperôs safe hands one metre away 

from the try line. He then scored one of the tries of the season to put Standish back in control.  

Standish beat Rainhill 26-16 in their second qualifying group game of the NW competition. The 

outstanding performances were from Henry C and Archie W, with conversions from Toby C and Will 

D. Player of the 

match was Cooper 

C for his fantastic 

try. Year 7 play 

Cardinal Newman 

next! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Year 9/10 girlsô rugby 

team played in a girls' rugby 

festival held at Robin Park this 

week.  

The team played three 

matches but were defeated by 

strong opposition.  

Elizabeth W was voted by her 

teammates as the player of 

the festival for Standish 

Community High school. 

Well done, girls! 
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Swimming Updates 

Congratulations and a massive well done to our Junior 
Girls Swimming Team for their recent performances in 
the English Schoolsô Championships at the National 
Finals at Sandwell on 16th November.  They completed 
the freestyle relay with an excellent time of 2.03.75.  The 
current Northwest Champions finished 7th overall 
nationally out of 290 other schools and received the 
President's Award for Top State School Nationally 
2024.  
 
Results of the Medley Relay followed, with an excellent 
time of 2.17.85.  The Northwest Champions again 
finished 7th overall nationally out of 287 other teams and 
were the 2nd fastest State School nationally in the 2024 
competition. 
 
Well done to, Camilla H, Betsy L, Layla D and Isla L.  We 
are all very proud of your swimming achievements this 
year. 
 
Thank you to all the parents and carers, who have 
supported the students and assisted in all the travel to 
the swimming events this year. 
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Ten-pin Bowling Competition 

Well done and congratulations to the Year 7 and 8 boys who represented Standish at the ten-pin 
bowling Panathlon event on Monday 25th November.  There were excellent individual performances 
from all to place 3rd overall in the competition. Well done everyone! 
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Elite Sporting success  

Year 8 Willam is having huge success in his sporting 

journey; he has had some amazing opportunities to train 

and play at some of Englandôs Elite sporting facilities 

and meet some of his sporting idols. William is a keen 

footballer and plays for Standish Panthers, CP United 

and trains at Manchester United and Manchester City.  

He is on the England Pathway for the England CP team 

and attends St Georgeôs Park once a year to train. He 

also played at Summerset House with CP United as a 

guest of UEFA. 

 

In addition to his football, William is now playing badminton and has recently played at the National 

Paralympic Championships in Sheffield, competing against silver medalist Daniel Bethell. 

 

Here are some pics of him with the Paralympic medallists Daniel 

Bethell and Jack Shepard and at St Georgeôs Park.  

What an incredible talented sportsperson he is becoming and 

what an amazing sporting journey he is having. Well done, 

William! 
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Charity News 

We are pleased to announce our main school 

charity this year is Awareness for Alex.   

Through the Student Council, students have 

also nominated Cancer Research UK and 

Wigan & Leigh Hospice for our Christmas 

Charities.  £200 has already been raised by 

selling Christmas toys for Wigan & Leigh 

Hospice ï thank you everyone!  The LRC is 

currently selling tickets for £1 a strip to win a 

box of goodies including an Aston Martin Lego 

kit and sweet treats.  So far over £70 has been 

raised.   

 

Our famous Standish CHS Markets will be taking place on Thursday 5th December and Thursday 

12th December, during lunch time in the Pavilion.  There will be many stalls selling various Christmas 

items.  Please can students bring some spare change to school on those days? 

Also, we will be celebrating Christmas Jumper Day so look out for the letter with all the relevant 

details. 

This year we have decided to collect food donations for The Brick in the New Year when donations 

are often at their lowest. 

If you wish to donate to our nominated school charities electronically, you can via ScoPay. 
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News from The Futures Team 
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Christmas Bauble Competition 
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

It is 1939 and Robyn lives with her parents in a cottage on the 

Bletchley Park estate, where her dad works as a driver. When 

war is declared, Bletchley Park becomes a hive of covert activity 

and Robyn is pulled out of school to assist Mr Samuels with his 

homing pigeons. She loves working with the birds and is amazed 

to learn that they are trained to carry secret messages home to 

Britain from allies in France. 

Meanwhile, Robyn becomes increasingly suspicious of a sinister 

visitor to the estate, whom she nicknames the Heron. Together 

with her friends Mary and Ned, she determines to find out what 

heôs up to, but Bletchley is good at keeping secrets, and 

uncovering the truth proves to be a dangerous challenge. 

 

 

 

KS4 Recommended Read  

When his dad goes into hospital, Sam has to go into emergency 

foster care. His belongings are in a bin bag, grabbed quickly 

while the paramedics put his dad into the ambulance. Visiting his 

dad brings back memories of when his mum died two years ago, 

and Sam often needs to use his inhaler. Then his dad is 

transferred to a London hospital and Sam follows. Even 

though his foster carers are kind, walking into a new school with 

a bin bag means snide comments and bullying from a group of 

boys. How long can Sam cope before he snaps?   

 

 

 

 

 

Happy Reading! 
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

This parent workshop will explore what is meant by óstressô 

and how this impacts our thoughts, feelings, and 

behaviours.  We consider how parents and carers can support 

young people to build healthy habits and implement simple 

coping strategies to help manage feelings of stress and 

anxiety as they approach their GCSE exams. 

To reserve a place, please call main school reception, or 

complete the following 

link  https://forms.office.com/e/kFpNWJEScH 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/kFpNWJEScH
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Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that itôs not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type ï Lupin ï Kiwi ï Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Parent Consultation Meetings 2024-2025 

Please find below the dates of the parent/carers-teacher meetings this academic year. We actively 

encourage students to attend all evenings with their parent/carer so that they can hear first-hand 

about the successes in their subject areas and what needs to be done to improve further. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year Group Date 
7 Thursday 27th February 2025 

8 Thursday 13th March 2025 

9 Thursday 16th January 2025 

9 Options evening Thursday 30th January 2025 

10 (2nd invite only) Thursday 3rd July 2025 

11 (2nd invite only) Thursday 20th March 2025 

 

Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their childôs usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about whatôs going on at 

Standish, why not follow our new Instagram account? Our 

handle is @standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If youôre more of a 

QR Code type of person, weôve got one of those too! 

  


