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Message from Mrs Barker, Headteacher 
 

elcome to this edition of The Standish Standard. 

 

 

 

 

This week we held our annual mock interview day for our Year 

11 students. Itôs a vital chance to get some real-world 

experience of the options and opportunities that lie in wait for 

them after their time here with us and, as ever, the day cannot 

function without so many people from our local community 

giving up their time to interview the students in their chosen 

career paths. Thank you to all involved and please do enjoy the 

pictures on page 5. 

 

Iôd also like to congratulate Layton who is once again a Muay 

Thai world champion! Read more of his amazing achievements on page 3. 

 

And on a sporting theme, good luck to our sensational swimmers who are taking part in the national 

finals at Sandwell this weekend.  Look out for Ellieôs interview (page 14) and also on the England 

Swimming Associationôs social media channels.  

 

And finally, Iôd like to point you in the direction of page 16, where you can show your support for the 

staff here at Standish who are raising money for Movember this year. Outside of the slightly dodgy 

facial hair weôre seeing around school at the moment, it really is a worthy cause and something 

weôre always happy to promote. In particular, good luck to Mr Iredale who is running the Liverpool 

half marathon this weekend to raise even more money - thatôs surely got to be worth a few pounds 

on its own! 

 

 

I wish you all a safe and restful weekend. 

 

 

 

 

Mrs Barker,  

  Headteacher  
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Layton Wins Again! 
Our Year 8 Muay Thai champion Layton went to the 

World Championships in Italy this half term.  Yet again 

he was absolutely amazing, achieving gold!  He won two 

World Muay Thai titles at ages 13-15 and also a 

European Champion title in the same age category.  

 

Layton won three huge gold medals and three world title 

belts which has now qualified him to stay on the GB 

team to represent them all over the world, fighting in 

Thailand again in November 2024. 

 

Layton also did some fundraising for his trip to Italy, 

raising an impressive £989 which he is donating to a 

charity close to him.  

 

Everyone at Standish Community High School is so 

proud of Layton and his fantastic achievements.  He has 

trained so hard and is turning into a true champion and 

a role model for Majestic Gym.   
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Staff First Aid Training 

 

Eight staff members at Standish Community High School completed 

their First Aid at Work Training last week.  

Lots of life saving skills were taught, enabling staff to minimise 

accidents and act swiftly in emergencies.  

A big thankyou to our excellent trainer, Roxy, who delivered a 

superb day! 
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News from The Futures Team 

Our Year 11 students had the fantastic experience of taking part in our Mock Interview Conference 

at The Edge in Wigan. Students were given the opportunity to take part in an interview in their 

chosen career field and received constructive feedback from their form tutor.  It was a great 

opportunity for every student to experience.  Thanks to all our interviewers for taking time out of their 

busy schedules and to the many college liaison teams who attended as well as careers advisors 

from Wigan. 
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Family Alumni's return to Standish 

 

A huge thank you to the Gallagher family for returning 

to Standish Community High School and sharing their 

career journeys with some of our students. 

 

Ellen Gallagher has been working for Jeffries, 

Merchant Bank in the City of London, specialising in 

algorithmic trading.  Recently, she has accepted a job 

for Barclays Bank International in Manhattan, New 

York.  Good luck and enjoy! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Brother Henry Gallagher is a trader at Five 

Rings Capital, which is a 

proprietary trading firm founded with a vision of 

combining strategy, innovation and technology 

to succeed in today's global markets.   

 

Thanks to you both for giving up your time to 

enthuse our students! 
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News from PE 

Ellie has more news from the last two weeksé 

Football  

Our Year 11 football team beat Deans Trust, Wigan to 

reach the quarter final of the Wigan Schoolsô Cup. Player 

of the match was Ethan W.  Well done boys! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Year 7 football team beat St John Fisher A 3-0 and 

their B team 3-0, playing football the Standish way in 

their first game of the year.  Fantastic results boys!  

 

 

 

 

 

Our other Year 7 football team also beat St John Fisher 

6-0 in their first game of the year with player of the match 

Jack S.  Great score boys! 

. 
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Our Year 8 B team beat Cardinal Heenan who were last yearôs winners in the English School Cup.  

A great victory against a tough opposition. 

 

Our Year 7 football team missed out 5-4 to Unsworth High from Bury in the Greater Manchester 

Cup. They showed great promise as they continue to develop and learn the Standish Way. Player 

of the match was William D. 

Our Under 15s girls football team lost to a strong St Peters side in the Wigan Schoolsô Football 

League.  Naomi P made some incredible saves and was awarded the Managersô player of the match 

and Ellie D was named as opposition player of the match.  

Year 7/8 team Earps and team Toone travelled to Laithwaite Park to take part in the EFL Girlsô Cup 

competition. The winner of the cup competition goes on to represent Wigan in the national 

competition.  

Team Toone made it to the quarter finals of the competition, losing out to a strong Upholland High 
team.  Both goalkeepers from Team Toone and Earps were outstanding.  Well done Izzy S and 
Molly O. 
 
Team Toone Group Results  
 
Standish V St John Fisher 
3-0 
Standish V Dean B 
1-0 
Standish V Golborne 
1-1 
Standish V St Peters Black 
0-0 
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Team Earps Group Results  
 
Standish V Up Holland 
0-2 
Standish V Deanery A 
0-0 
Standish V Lowton 
0-1 
Standish V St Peters Yellow 
0-1 
 

 

Basketball  

Our basketball team beat Deans Trust 29-23 in a well contested game. Player of the match awarded 

to Noah S.  Well done everyone! 

 

Rugby  

Our Year 10 rugby team beat Hope Academy 42-6 in the opening Northwest Counties group game. 

Player of the match was George B. 

Our Year 11 rugby team beat De La Salle 38-4 in the opening Northwest group match. Player of the 

match Callan J.  Some great rugby results yet again! 
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Swimming  

We have great news!  Our Junior Girls A 
team have qualified for the National Finals 
at Sandwell on 16th November in both 
medley and freestyle events and the 
Senior Girls are placed in the reserves for 
the Medley National Finals.  
 
Our swim team were interviewed this 

week by our Sports reporter Ellie, 

following their qualification for English 

Schoolsô National final. The interview was 

also filmed for the England Swimming 

Association to be shown on their social 

media channels and their website prior to 

the finals at Sandwell. Here is a summary 

of part of the interview discussing the teamôs swimming journey and achievements.   

 

Ellie  How did you get into swimming and how long have you been swimming for?  

Camilla  I started with swimming lessons and was influenced by my sister who joined a 

swimming club and I have been swimming for five years. 

Ellie   How did you feel when you and your team qualified for the national final? 

Isla We were really happy that we were the top swimmers in the Northwest and we had 

qualified for the national final! 

Ellie   Whatôs the highlight of swimming as a team? 

Betsy   That we can all swim in the final as a team and make memories as friends.  

Ellie  Whatôs the best thing about representing your school? 

Isla    We can show how good we are. 

Ellie  What is your team aiming for at the competition? 

Camilla   To medal and win top state school like we did last year.  

Ellie   Whatôs your highlight from the national championships? 

Layla  We placed very high last year and got top state school and it was a very exciting         

experience. 

 
This is excellent news for our swimmers, and we look forward to hearing about their performances 
in the National finals later in November. 
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Netball  
 
This term sees the start of the Year 9 Wigan Schoolsô Netball League held on Thursdays at Robin 
Park sports hall. The current team are the reigning champions and have won the league in Year 7 
and Year 8, with Skye G (B team) and Ellie D (A team) winning Player of the League, voted by the 
other schools throughout the league matches last season. A fantastic achievement. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This year Team A started the season with a win against Shevington, player of the match Evie C. 
Unfortunately, the team went down to six players for their second match, with several players playing 
out of their usual position. They worked hard but lost to a St Peters team who had a strong attacking 
team, player of the match Chloe M. Team A and team B will be in action again over the next few 
weeks.  
 

Leadership Opportunities 

This term there are two more Sports Leadership opportunities. The PE department are looking for 

6-8 leaders for a ójust join inô festival held at Canon Sharples on 20th November, during the school 

day. Any students interested please sign up on the PE notice board.  

The second opportunity is for Year 9 girls who are interested in cricket. Lancashire cricket coaches 

will be leading a Cricket Leadership Course at Standish on Tuesdays after school until 4:15pm. This 

will be an opportunity for the girls to develop knowledge of the sport and skills in cricket and then 

lead younger students and officiate at primary events. Please sign up on the PE notice board if you 

are interested.  The course starts on Tuesday 19th November for 4 weeks. We are also hoping to 

enter the County Cup competition again this year.  

 

 

  



 
16 

 
 

 

 

 

Standish does Movember ï again! 

 

Once again the razors are being neglected and running 

shoes dusted off as the male members of our Standish 

Community High School staff fundraise for Movember.  

Eight members of Team Standish, led by captain Mr 

Murphy, are either growing their facial hair (for some, thatôs 

much easier than for others!) or setting themselves running 

challenges to raise awareness for male mental health, 

suicide prevention and prostrate and testicular cancer.   

The team last year raised £651 and they are aiming to beat 

that total this year.  If you can help, please click the link: 

Movember Team Link 
You can sponsor the team as a whole or click on any of the 

individuals to sponsor them directly. Theyôre getting very competitive so choose your teacher wisely!  

As part of his pledge for Movember, this Saturday, 16th November, Mr Iredale will be running 

the Movember Liverpool half marathon.  He says himself, he has ólittle legsô 

and a long distance to cover, so he would appreciate any donations to his 

personal Movember page, which links to Team Standish. Letôs get him up 

that leaderboard!   

Good luck Mr Iredale.  We canôt wait to hear all about it on Monday!  

https://movember.com/m/13601930?mc=1  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://uk.movember.com/team/2454299
https://movember.com/m/13601930?mc=1
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News from the LRC 

KS3 Recommended Read  

Hex never meant for the girl to follow him and his friend Tommo 

into the woods. He never meant for her to fall off the rope swing 

and break her arm. When the finger of blame is pointed at him, 

Hex runs deep into the woods and his fierce sense of injustice 

leads him to a strange clearing in the woods - a clearing that 

has never been there before - where an old lady in a cottage 

offers him a deal. She'll rid the world of those who wronged him 

and Hex can carry on his life with them all forgotten and as if 

nothing ever happened. But what Hex doesn't know is someone 

else has been offered the same deal. 

When Hex's best friend Tommo wakes up the next day, he is in 

a completely different world, but he only has murmurs of 

memories of the world before. Moments of deja vu that feel like 

Tommo's lived this day before. 

Can Tommo put the world right again? Back to how it was? Or 

can he find a way to make a new world that could be better for them all? 

 

KS4 Recommended Read  

Sora hates the catfish whose rolling caused an earthquake so 

powerful it cracked time itself. It destroyed her home and took 

her mother. Now Sora and her scientist father live close to the 

zones - the wild and abandoned places where time runs faster 

or slower than normal. Sora is sensitive to the shifts, and her 

father recruits her help in exploring these liminal spaces. 

 

But it's dangerous there - and as she strays further inside in 

search of her mother, she finds that time distorts, memories 

fracture and shadows, a glimmer of things not entirely human, 

linger. After Sora's father goes missing, she has no choice but 

to venture into uncharted spaces within the time zones to find 

him, her mother and perhaps even the catfish itself... 

 

 

 

Happy Reading! 
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Parent/carer Updates 

 

 

This parent workshop will explore what is meant by óstressô 

and how this impacts our thoughts, feelings, and 

behaviours.  We consider how parents and carers can support 

young people to build healthy habits and implement simple 

coping strategies to help manage feelings of stress and 

anxiety as they approach their GCSE exams. 

To reserve a place, please call main school reception, or 

complete the following 

link  https://forms.office.com/e/kFpNWJEScH 

 

https://forms.office.com/e/kFpNWJEScH
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Arbor Updates 

Polite reminder to parent/carers to ensure that you enable Arbor notifications. If you have the 

application installed on your phone, all crucial school notices will appear directly through the Arbor 

app. 

If you do stop receiving messages, you can complete the following steps to enable them again: 

1. Close the Parent App (make sure that itôs not running at the background - see this video on 

how to do this). 

2. Go to your settings and switch OFF push notifications for the Parent App. 

3. Restart your phone. 

4. Go to the settings and switch ON push notification for the Parent App. 

5. Restart your phone again. 

6. You should then be able to receive push notifications again. 

 

If after all the steps above have been completed and push notifications are still not appearing, 

uninstall the Parent App from the device and install it again. When installing the second time, 

make sure that you agree to receive push notifications from the app. 

 

Please can we ask that your child does not bring into school: 
 

Nuts of any type ï Lupin ï Kiwi ï Shellfish 
 

This is due to a number of staff and students having very serious allergy issues.  Also please 
do not allow your child to bring any nuts into school as a snack or part of a packed lunch.  
Thank you for your support with this. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zW-imoSIxPo&feature=youtu.be
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Parent Consultation Meetings 2024-2025 

Please find below the dates of the parent/carers-teacher meetings this academic year. We actively 

encourage students to attend all evenings with their parent/carer so that they can hear first-hand 

about the successes in their subject areas and what needs to be done to improve further. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Year Group Date 
7 Thursday 27th February 2025 

8 Thursday 13th March 2025 

9 Thursday 16th January 2025 

9 Options evening Thursday 30th January 2025 

10 (2nd invite only) Thursday 3rd July 2025 

11 (2nd invite only) Thursday 20th March 2025 

 

Internet Matters Guidance for 

Parents/Carers 

The internet matters website is a great resource for 

parents/carers who want step-by-step guidance about how 

to monitor their childôs usage.  It helps set up family 

sharing and set restrictions and downtime.  For more 

details, see the website below.  A handy guide has been 

sent to all parents/carers. 

https://www.internetmatters.org/parental-controls/smartphones-and-other-devices/apples-

family-sharing/ 

 

 

If you want more regular updates about whatôs going on at 

Standish, why not follow our new Instagram account? Our 

handle is @standish__chs and the link is: 

https://www.instagram.com/standish__chs/ If youôre more of a 

QR Code type of person, weôve got one of those too! 
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New Ways November 

This month weôre encouraging you to try something new! 
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Thought for the Day 
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Help and Support 

Crisis Mental Health Support: Wigan 0-25yrs 

Our crisis lines are free phone numbers and are available in Wigan and are for patients and the public of all 

ages (children, young people and adults) to call when they are experiencing a mental health crisis or are 

worried about someone else who may be in crisis. We recognise that professionals including GPs, police, 

paramedics and others may have someone they're supporting in their professional capacity that may be in 

crisis and needs urgent mental health support. 

  

For young people 18-25yrs please contact Mental Health Crisis line: 0800 051 3253 open 24/7 (all age after 

5pm)  

Mental Health Urgent Response Team | Greater Manchester Mental Health NHS FT (gmmh.nhs.uk) 

For children and young people (up to the age of 18), please contact: 

Wigan CAMHS Team on 01942 775400 open 9-5pm please call 0800 051 3253 after 5pm. 

Support for Children & Young People  

Young Minds 

Charity that offers information about mental health and emotional wellbeing. YoungMinds | Mental Health 

Charity For Children And Young People | YoungMinds 

ADHD Foundation ï children support online https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/ 

Beat (national eating disorder charity) www.b-eat.co.uk  Contact: 0345 634 1414  

Support for Parents / Carers 

Papyrus supporting your child with self-harm and suicidal thoughts 

PAPYRUS Launch New Guide For Parents | Papyrus UK | Suicide Prevention Charity (papyrus-uk.org) 

Young Minds Call the Parents Helpline: 0808 802 5544 (Monday to Friday 9.30am ï 4pm, free for mobiles 

and landlines) https://youngminds.org.uk/ADHD Foundation support for parents - 

https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/Family Meditation training and workshops ï www.talkfirst.org 

  

https://www.gmmh.nhs.uk/mental-health-urgent-response-team/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/childrens/
http://www.b-eat.co.uk/
https://www.papyrus-uk.org/papyrus-launch-new-guide-for-parents/
https://youngminds.org.uk/
https://www.adhdfoundation.org.uk/parents/
http://www.talkfirst.org/
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